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READING AND REAPING THE HARVEST

Isaiah 34:16; Revelation 1:3; Jeremiah 5:24

Celebrating 400 years of the King James Bible is an expression of gratitude to God and appreciation of the great gift of His Word. Man is created spirit, soul and body; and we are greater than animals. To maintain healthy and growing body, sound and sane mind, vigorous and lively spirit, we need food to nourish the body, love to nurse the soul and His Word to nurture the spirit. Yet, we know that food will not strengthen if we don’t eat it; His love will not sustain us if we do not receive it; His Word will not satisfy us if we do not read and believe it. Let us associate feeding the body with reading God’s Word every day. How? Be committed to this principle: No Bible, no breakfast; No Scripture, no supper or sleep. Let BREAD remind you of: Bible Reading Exceeds All Duties
because Bible Reading Empowers All Daily.

God’s unchanging desire is that you read His Word and let His Word dwell in you richly. This can be accomplished only by daily reading and meditating on the Scriptures. Let God’s Word be precious and DEAR to you. If the Bible is DEAR, you’ll Drop Everything And Read. Read the Bible. Read it slowly, frequently, prayerfully, meditatively, devotionally, and study it constantly, perseveringly and industriously. Read it through and through until it becomes part of your being.  Read it to be wise, believe it to be safe, and obey it to be holy now and happy for ever.

1.
READING AND HEEDING THE SCRIPTURES


Isaiah 34:16; Deuteronomy 17:19; 1 Timothy 4:13; Nehemiah 8:5,8.

The Lord, our God, expects and commands everyone to read His Word. Kings and princes, pastors and priests, parents and children, family members and strangers, believers and non-believers, all people in all places at all times and in every generation have been given the Bible to read. No other book has been given to everyone to read because no other book is universally necessary and eternally profitable. This is the Book and we are all commanded to read it,  study it, search it, believe it, keep it, obey it, teach it, defend it, preserve it and love or cherish it till the end.

Reading, studying, hearing or teaching the Word of God is not enough. “Be ye doers of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves” (James 1:22).  There are those who read and do not understand (Acts 8:30,31), others read much and yet they remain as ignorant as those who have never seen or read a sentence in the Bible! (2 Corinthians 3:14,15; Acts 13:27). Each of us must ask ourselves the question Jesus asked an enquirer: “How readest thou?” (Luke 10:26). We are instructed to (1) read and understand (Matthew 24:15); (2) read and interpret (Daniel 5:17); (3) read and believe (Luke 24:25-27); (4) read and obey, do, keep (Exodus 24:7; Deuteronomy 17:19; Revelation 1:3); (5) read and teach (Nehemiah 8:8); (6) read and command (Acts 13:15); (7) read and run with the vision (Habakkuk 2:2). God’s expectation and the Book’s exhortation are clear: Read what is written and heed what He says.

2.
REFLECTING ON HARVESTS IN THE SCRIPTURE


Matthew 9:35-38; John 4:34-38; Matthew 13:36-43; Jeremiah 8:20-22. 

When we read the Bible, we must read with understanding. Paradoxically, we read the Bible like any other book and yet like no other book! We often have to know the context and setting of a word or phrase to understand its meaning and significance.  For the purpose of illustration, check up the following simple words in the clear passages containing them. (1) Believe (John 2:23-25; James 2:19; Romans 10:9-10). Obviously, it matters what we believe, who we believe and how we believe.  (2) Love (Ezekiel 33:31; John 14:15,23). Saying and singing “I love You, Lord” does not mean much to God if it’s only sentimental and superficial without obedience to His Word. (3) Harvest (Genesis 8:22; Jeremiah 8:20; Matthew 9:37-38; 13:39,41; Revelation 14:15). It is very instructive to read the context of each verse where the word harvest occurs. Then we ask, is the word used literally, figuratively, spiritually, or prophetically? It is very helpful in interpretation and application of any passage of scripture to know if the word “harvest” relates to harvesting or gathering crops, harvesting or winning, evangelizing souls or harvesting or pronouncing end-time judgment on Christ-rejecters. There is a harvest which farmers are responsible for, there is also a harvest of souls being reaped by Christ’s disciples and labourers while we have opportunity to proclaim His free and full salvation to all, and there is going to be a harvest of judgment on the final day of reckoning. What a joy to be involved in the harvest of gathering repentant and believing souls into God’s Kingdom.

3.
REAPING THE HARVEST OF SOULS 


Luke 10:1-3,17-20; Proverbs 10:5; Psalm 126:5,6; Acts 8:5-8; Jeremiah 5:24.

The time of harvest in Israel got every member of each family and their friends involved. The reaping of their harvest was not left only in the hands of the head of the family. The early CHURCH also got every member involved in evangelistic harvesting. The early CHURCH demonstrated understanding in the steps and working principles of proper and effective reaping. As in the natural, so we find these principles in spiritual harvesting. First, the Commission, then Comprehension, Consecration, Concentration, Co-operation (no Competition), Continuation until Conservation and Compensation. That was the commitment of the early Church and this ought to be the concentration and consecration of the whole Church today. We read the Bible so that the life, passion and ministry of Christ might be reproduced in us. He came to seek and to save that which was lost and we are here to seek and to save the lost (Luke 19:10). He rejected popularity and fame so as to “go into the next towns, that I may preach there also: for therefore came I forth” (Mark 1:38,39), and so must we.  He knew the purpose of His birth and the goal of life on earth. “To this end was I born, and for this cause came I into the world” (John 18:37). He would not be distracted from the divinely ordained purpose of living; neither must we be distracted by anything or anyone.

“He reserveth unto us the appointed weeks of the harvest.” For Israel “the appointed weeks of the harvest” were the seven weeks from the Passover to Pentecost and were as important for the ingathering of the crops as the rainy seasons for their nourishment. The appointed time of harvest demanded urgency.  To delay and waste the harvest or lose their crops would be foolish. For us to be “busy here and there” or to be negligent and thereby allow souls to be lost is worse than losing crops. The condemnation of the negligent will be great; the compensation of the faithful will be greater than expected. Commit yourself to reading and obeying God’s Word. Read and reap. Born again?  Live a rapturable life.

    * * * * * * *

    Congregational Song: 
THY WORD HAVE I HID IN MY HEART
1.
Thy  Word is a lamp to my feet,


A light to my path alway;


To guide and to save me from sin,


And show me the heavenly way.



Thy  word have I hid in my  heart,...



That I might not sin against Thee,...



That I might not sin, that I might not sin 



Thy word have I hid in my heart.

2.
Forever, O Lord, is Thy word 


Established and fixed on high;


Thy faithfulness unto all men 


Abideth forever nigh.

3.
At morning, at noon and at night


I ever will give Thee praise;


For Thou art my portion, O Lord,


And shall be through all my days!

4.
Thro’ Him whom Thy Word hath foretold,


The Saviour and Morning Star,


Salvation and peace have been bro’t

       To those who have strayed afar.
