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Study 30:  FINAL APOSTOLIC REQUEST AND SOLEMN CHARGE

1 Thessalonians 5:25-28

These concluding verses challenge us with the final request and solemn charge of the Apostle. The Epistle is full of divine approval and pastoral appreciation.The church is revealed to be a model church – saved, separated, spiritual, soul-winning, steadfast, strong and scripturally sound. The ministry of the Apostle and his companions had been fruitful in Thessalonica and now the Apostle challenges in a final exhortation to more fruitfulness.  “Brethren, pray for us.” He had prayed much for them, and he, in turn asked for their prayer. Paul, himself, was a preacher who prayed “night and day praying exceedingly”,  yet he never outgrew the need for the “effectual fervent prayer of a righteous” church which “availeth much”. The church of the Thessalonians was “taught of God to love one another ;” they had been exhorted to “increase more and more” in such pure love of God, expressing their practical love in greeting “all the brethren”. The final charge is not given merely on the strength of Apostolic authority but on the authority of the Lord Himself. “I charge you by the Lord.” This epistle and all the epistles, indeed the whole Bible, “all scripture”, is sent forth with God’s authority and to be read and studied by and “unto all”.

1.
THE SERIOUS CHALLENGE OF SUPPLICATION FOR OUR SHEPHERDS

1 Thessalonians 5:25; Romans 15:30-33; 2 Corinthians 1:11; Ephesians 6:18-20; Philippians 1:19-20; Colossians 4:2-4; 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2; Philemon 22; Hebrews 13:18,19.

“Brethren, pray for us.” This short and serious challenge is loaded with solemn and far-reaching implications. Paul and all other leaders in the Bible from Abraham to Zacharias prayed for the people of God.  The prophets, pastors and apostles counted it a sacred duty to pray for the church. “Moreover as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the LORD in ceasing to pray for you: but I will teach you the good and the right way” (1 Samuel 12:23). Yet, the saints have often failed in the sacred and exalted ministry of praying for their shepherd-leaders. Whenever the church faithfully and fervently pray for their pastors, great manifestation of Kingdom power is always experienced (Acts 12:5-24).

“Brethren, pray for us.” Since this is part of “all scripture given by inspiration”, it is an inspired command. And the Apostle makes it very clear what we should pray for.  (1) “That I may be delivered from them that do not believe.” (2) “That my service may be accepted of the saints.” (3) “That I may come unto you with joy by the will of God, and may with you be refreshed.” (4) “That utterance may be given unto me, that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery of the gospel.” (5) “That I may speak boldly as I ought to speak.” (6) “That in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified.” (7) “That God would open unto us a door of utterance, to speak the mystery of Christ: that I may make it manifest, as I ought to speak.” (8) “That the word of the Lord may have free course, and be glorified, even as it is with you.” (9) “And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have not faith.”

2.
A SPECIAL CULTURE OF SALUTATION IN SOCIETY


1 Thessalonians 5:26; Genesis 27:26,27; 50:1,2; Exodus 18:7; Ruth 1:11-18; Luke 15:20-24; Psalm 2:12; Romans 14:16-21; 15:1-4; 1 Corinthians 8:11-13; 9:22-27; Acts 10:24-27.

“Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.” Among the Jews and some Gentile societies at the time of the early Church this was one of the modes or forms of greeting. In some countries, it is still customary for family members and acquaintances. But even in Bible days this mode of greeting was abused and used for unrighteous, unholy purposes. Divine revelation, written for our learning and warning cautions us of (1) the sensual kiss (Proverbs 7:13, 21-27), (2) the sly, serpentine kiss (Proverbs 27:6), (3) the satanic kiss (Luke 22:3,47,48), (4) the sinister kiss (2 Samuel 20:9,10), (5) the subtle kiss (2 Samuel 15:4-6), (6) the superstitious kiss (Hosea 13:1-6), (7) the soul-damning kiss (1 Kings 19:18). Cultures and customs which were used to defile and destroy the souls of men and women, boys and girls were eventually abandoned by the Church. In our greeting, fellowship and hospitality we must preserve holiness of heart and life. “As He which hath called you is holy, so be ye holy in ALL manner of conversation” (1 Peter 1:15).

3.
THE SOLEMN CHARGE TO STUDY THE SCRIPTURE


1 Thessalonians 5:27,28; Colossians 4:16; Deuteronomy 31:11,12; Nehemiah 8:1-3,8,13; Isaiah 34:16; Acts 8:29-35; 2 Corinthians 3:14-18; 1 Timothy 4:13-16; Revelation1:3.

The solemn charge which was given to the Thessalonians through the Apostle “by the Lord” is also given to us, to every believer, to every church, in every generation. The Word of God in this Epistle and indeed the whole Bible must not be suppressed or kept away from anyone. God’s Word must be read to all and must be read by all. As every Jewish synagogue had a copy of the law and the prophets (the Old Testament) so every Christian church had a copy of the gospels and the epistles (the New Testament). Every church was to be in possession of the whole Bible (the Old and the New Testaments) which was to be read and studied every day and every week (Acts 17:11; 19:8-10). Paul the Apostle, inspired by the Holy Spirit, deemed it necessary that “this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren” to keep everyone in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” Our Lord’s saving grace, sustaining grace, sufficient grace, sanctifying grace, strengthening grace, steadfast grace, super-abundant grace “is able to keep you from falling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with exceeding joy”. The Thessalonians epistle opens with grace and closes with grace. At the beginning, in 1 Thessalonians 1:1, “Grace be unto you, and peace, from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.” At the end, in 1 Thessalonians 5:28, “The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.” From the beginning to the end, the Christian life is all of His grace. 

* * * * * * * 
Congregational Song: 
CLING TO THE BIBLE
1. 
Cling to the Bible, though all else be taken;


Lose not its precepts so precious and pure;


Souls that are sleeping its tidings awaken;


Life from the dead in its promises sure.


Cling to the Bible! Cling to the Bible!


Cling to the Bible - Our Lamp and our Guide!

 
2. 
Cling to the Bible! this jewel and treasure


Brings life eternal, and saves fallen man;


Surely its value no mortal can measure


Seek for its blessing, O soul, while you can! 

 

3. 
Lamp for the feet that in by-ways have wandered,


Guide for the youth that would otherwise fall; 


Hope for the sinner whose life has been squandered,


Staff for the aged, and best book of all.
 

