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TECH TALK: SETTING
BOUNDARIES

Design, Layout, and Photography by Brad Claypool (brad.claypool@davidccook.com)

Ephesians 5:1 (ESV) says “Be imitators of God, as beloved children.” We know that children 
love to imitate, so what do we as parents want them to imitate? As a parent, one of my deepest 
desires is for my kids to imitate God’s truth. The environment of MODELING, then, becomes 
an expression of that. We become living representatives of what that truth means.

We are people who have experienced God’s love through Christ and God’s forgiveness in the 
model of Christ. Christ was and is our living example. The environment of MODELING serves 
as a hands-on example of what it means for all of us to put this faith into action.

This month, as you model for your family what it looks like to live out a compelling 
and authentic faith, our prayer is that your view of God’s truth and love would be on 
display for others.

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual 
growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct 
environments to create in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, which we refer 
to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Michelle Anthony
Family Ministry Architect

David C Cook

 Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

Many of us remember the day we got our first computer. And many 
of us remember life without computers! But children these days don’t 
know life without technology. And younger and younger children 
own or have access to a device with a screen.

When was the last time your family sat down to discuss boundaries 
for technology? Parents, your children look to you as an example of how 
to handle technology. Model for your children what healthy tech habits 
might look like. Take time to sit down as a family and talk about how 
you will handle the various forms of technology in your lives. Focus on 
setting boundaries that keep you from temptation and idolatry but also 
challenge you to find ways to honor God through your technology use. 

Technology in itself isn’t bad, but parents, if you feel somewhat 
out of the loop, do your research to keep up with the latest trends 
so that when your children come home talking about or asking you 
for the latest thing, you have some context. Similarly, children still 
living at home should expect their parents to know what’s going 
on in their “tech lives.” Parents should know passwords and have 
access to—and keep up with—how their children interact with the 
world through technology.

The end goal should not be to hyper-control or to invade privacy. 
Instead, the goal should be accountability and faithfulness to how 
Jesus would have us live in an ever-changing, interconnected world.

editor’s choice

Check out the following sites and apps as a healthy way to begin 
the conversation as a family. 

The Bible App for Kids (App Store, Google Play, amazon.com): This 
free app gives your kids a fun, vibrant way to walk through stories of 
the Bible.

Calendar apps: Synced calendar apps or programs used by family 
members can be a great way to get everyone on the same page for 
deadlines, rules, and reminders to hand in devices to a central home 
location each evening. 

Jellytelly.com: Club JellyTelly is a unique online network for 
families. It’s developed by VeggieTales and What’s in the Bible? 
creator Phil Vischer. As a faith-based alternative to other children’s 
programming, JellyTelly provides families with a safe place to 
learn and play online.

What’s in the Bible? (whatsinthebible.com): This resource takes 
families through the Bible with fun, engaging Christian videos that 
cover stories from Genesis to Revelation.

The Action Bible App (App Store): Sergio Cariello’s The Action Bible 
comes to life in a new accessible and technological way for kids to 
read through Bible stories. You can download the app for free and 
get a few featured stories, but additional stories must be purchased.

Sit down as a family, talk boundaries, and find creative and 
agreeable ways to honor God through the technology in your lives. 
Happy tech-talking!

by Greg Vanderleeuw
     Children’s Pastor; Willingdon Church; Burnaby, British Columbia, Canada
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EDITOR’S NOTE

We’re in awe of how this month’s environment, 
MODELING, aligns with the Easter season. In 
this month we remember and celebrate the 
sacrifice Jesus made when He willingly went 
to the cross and gave up His life for our sins, 
becoming the most perfect of all models. 
Hebrews 12:2–3 tells us to “[fix] our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For 
the joy set before him he endured the cross, 
scorning its shame, and sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who 
endured such opposition from sinners, so that 
you will not grow weary and lose heart.”

Our CREATE article this month (pages 8 and 
9) gives you a fun and meaningful way to focus 
on the prayer model Jesus gave to us in the 
Lord’s Prayer. In the FAMILY TIME RECIPE 
and KIDS IN THE KITCHEN sections (pages 
14–16), you’ll find recipes created for you, the 
parent, to set the example as your children 
follow along—reminding you that little eyes 
watch everything you do. Our TOUGH TOPIC 
article (page 31) wrestles with how much to 
share with children about the details of Jesus’ 
death.  And MARRIAGE (pages 34 and 35) 
tells the story of a wife who sacrificially served 
her husband and, in doing so, became a life-
changing model for her adult children.

We’re constantly modeling, whether we 
know it or not. It’s up to us to decide if those 
watching us will see Jesus in us. We pray that 
this issue of HomeFront will give you ideas for 
how to fix your eyes on Jesus and allow His 
life to be the model that will encourage and 
inspire your family.

Debbie Guinn
Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

Loving HomeFront?

Let’s Be Social!

This Spiritual 
Parenting resource 
can be sent directly 

to your inbox for 
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not necessarily 
transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words 
who transforms. We come to know God more 
when we’re willing to open our hearts and 
listen to His Holy Spirit through the words we 
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think 
of creative ways to invite your family to open 
up to God as they commit the verse to memory.

FAMILY VERSE

Remember to have fun! Strive to make 
each gathering unique to your own 
family as you enjoy spending time 

with God and each other.

3

Look through HomeFront and see 
what stands out. Choose two or 

three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times 
each week. Don’t feel burdened to 
complete all the activities at once, 
but carefully select which ones will 
fit your family best. This resource 
provides your family with more 

than enough experiences to create 
transforming environments in your 

home throughout the month.

2

1
Start by deciding on a day and time 
that work well for your entire family. 
It can be an evening, afternoon, or 
morning. Just commit to building 

this time into your family’s natural 
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this 

time around a meal.

ONE
TWO

THREE

HOW TO USE 
FAMILY TIME ...

It’s as easy as

FAMILY TIME

Family Time
ideas!
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family time

capturing the season

Each season leading up to a “holy day,” our family pauses to consider what 
God might want to do in us and through us in the waiting before the sacred 
days of Christmas or Easter. We choose different themes to guide our actions. 
For example, we might "Be the Gift" to our family and friends, "Journey" in 
our faith to see what will "Spring Up" when we surrender our lives to Him, or 
"Look to the Cross" as we anticipate the resurrection of Jesus and consider His 
suffering. These themes help us to focus on what God may be doing in one area 
of our lives. The themes also help us to focus on the true meaning of the season 
and how it affects our lives. 

These themes include the tradition of planting seeds. This gives us a physical 
reminder of the spiritual growth happening in our lives.

This month, as you immerse your family in the environment of MODELING, 
you’ll plant your own seeds as you create a physical representation, or model, of 
the empty tomb Jesus left behind when He rose from the dead. Jesus gave us the 
ultimate model of sacrifice and humility, and this will challenge our families and 
point them toward growth in their journeys with God.

empty  tombs
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family time

capturing the season

What you'll need:
» 4” flowerpot » 12” flowerpot dish

» permanent marker or paint pen

 » 6 twigs » twine

» small rocks or gravel » large rock

» soil » small piece of gauze

» wheat berries or grass seed

» spray bottle filled with water

•  Together, as a family, brainstorm 
words that describe what it looks like 
to be Christlike. Using a permanent 
marker, write those words around 
the rim of the flowerpot dish. Some 
examples might be humility, love, 
kindness, patience, or self-control. 
These words will serve as reminders 
of what you’re modeling. 

•  Lay the flowerpot on its side in the 
dish. Use the small rocks and gravel 
to hold it in the position you want. 
Place the rest of the small rocks and 
gravel on the bottom of the dish.  

•  Make mud by mixing the soil with 
some water, and use the mud to cover 
the gravel. Also place a thick layer of 
mud over the flowerpot "tomb."  

•  Make three crosses out of the twigs 
by breaking the twigs into smaller 
pieces and using the twine to tie the 
pieces together. Stick the crosses into 
the mud covering the tomb. 

•  Place the gauze inside the tomb  
to serve as the “burial cloths” found 
inside the empty tomb. Place the 
large rock near the front of the 
tomb to serve as the stone that was 
rolled away.  

At the end of each day this month, 
as you gather as a family, take time 
to remember and call out ways you 
saw your family members modeling  
Christlikeness to others. Each time a 
person shares an answer, she gets to 
plant a few seeds into the soil. You’ll 
need to moisten the soil daily with 
the spray bottle. As you see the grass 
grow on the tomb, talk about what 
God is “growing” in your lives and 
how you can model that for others.  

by Courtney Wilson

— — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — —
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create
family time

This month, in preparation for Easter, 
choose a time each day to gather and pray 
as a family. Before you start, read Matthew 
6 together. Explain to your children that 
Christ modeled how we should pray. Share 
with them that your prayer time this month 
will be guided using jelly beans. Each 
color of jelly bean will correspond with a 
particular part of the Lord’s Prayer. Use this 
exercise to teach your children how to pray 
in simple and specific ways. 

For the first several days, you may want 
to model the time of prayer by leading 
it for your family. Then encourage your 
children to take turns leading as they feel 
comfortable (and if they’re old enough). 
Repeat each day until Easter Sunday and 
watch your jar fill with delicious prayers. 
Finally, celebrate by eating the jelly beans 
on Easter and take time to remember all 
of the ways God heard and answered your 
prayers throughout the month.

You may also:

•  Allow each child to have his own prayer jar

•  Have toddler-age children repeat after you 
while you pray

jelly bean prayer jar
WHAT YOU’LL need:

» glass jar or vase 
» jelly beans (traditional colors)

This, then, is how you should pray: “Our 
Father in heaven, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come, your will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

today our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we also have forgiven our 

debtors. And lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from the evil one.”

Matthew 6:9–13



MODELING | HomeFrontMag.com9

create
family time

Jelly Bean Prayers
Purple (the color of royalty): “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,”

Identify God’s attributes and offer a prayer of praise. God knows and loves us intimately because He’s our 
Father, but he’s also holy, high, and lifted up and worthy of our praise. 

Yellow (like mustard from a mustard seed): “your kingdom come,”

Discuss and dream together what heaven and spending eternity there will be like. Thank God that He loves 
us and wants to spend eternity with us. Pray for others to come to know Him and be able to spend eternity 
in His kingdom too. 

Green (the world God created): “your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”

Pray for your world, your leaders, your community, your church, and your neighborhood. Pray that God’s 
will would be done here as it is in heaven. 

White (the Bread of Life): “Give us today our daily bread.”

Thank God for being your Provider. Brainstorm as a family the specific ways God has met your needs, and 
praise Him. Pray that your family will continue to trust and depend on God for everything you need.

Red (Jesus’ blood): “ And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.”

Recognize the sacrifice Christ made on the cross. Be mindful of people you need to forgive and perhaps 
ways you may need to ask for forgiveness. Confess and ask for forgiveness. 

Black (darkness): “And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 

Pray to have your eyes opened to ways you may be tempted. Ask God to help you always see another path 
to take. Use this time to share with your children an age-appropriate temptation that you may struggle with, 
and ask your child to share too. 

Orange (enthusiasm): Amen! 

Amen literally means “so be it.” Take this time to pray and thank God for sending Jesus to take the 
punishment for our sin. Celebrate together that Jesus didn’t stay dead—He rose from the dead, and He’s 
alive today. Encourage your children to repeat after you when you say, “He is risen; He is risen indeed.” 
Then, all together, shout, “So be it!”

by Kelli Coltman
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family time

storytelling

Parents: This interactive storytelling 
time requires a few supplies and a 
little preparation ahead of time. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

• plant or flower

• sand

• cotton balls

• resealable plastic bags or glass jars (2)

• empty plastic Easter egg

• paper (1 sheet)

• pen

• brightly colored yarn

• Easter basket

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

Place the supplies in the Easter 
basket. Place the sand in one of the 
bags or jars and the cotton balls in 
the other bag or jar. Write Jesus Is 
Alive! on the paper, fold it up, and 
place it under the plastic Easter egg. 

Sometimes we call the Bible The Big God Story because God is big, His 
story is big, and He invites us to be a part of it! The Big God Story tells us 
about God’s love and the promise He made to make the way for us to be 
with Him forever. 

The Big God Story began in a beautiful garden. God created two people, 
Adam and Eve. They walked and talked with God in the garden. He was 
their God, and He was their friend. One day, Adam and Eve made the 
choice to disobey God. It was a very sad day. Their choice broke their 
special friendship with God. Adam and Eve had to leave the garden and 
make a new home somewhere else. But God had a plan. He promised that 
one day He would send a Savior to earth. The Savior would be the way for 
all people to know God and be with Him forever. So people began to wait 
for the promised Savior to come. 

I have an Easter basket with me. It’s filled with things that can help us 
remember the different parts of The Big God Story. 

the Big God Story
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family time

storytelling

Do you see anything in the basket that might help us to remember the beautiful garden? 
(Allow your child to look through the supplies in the basket, choose the plant, and place 
it somewhere she’ll be able to see it for the rest of the storytelling time.)   This plant can 
help us to remember the garden and the promise God made to send a Savior.

Many years later, God spoke to a man named Abraham. God promised Abraham 
that he would have a son and that one day the promised Savior would come from his 
family. And just as God promised, Abraham’s wife had a baby. Their family grew and 
grew. (Allow your child to take the container of sand out of the basket. Pour a small 
amount of sand into her hand. Talk together about what she sees.) How many grains 
of sand do you think are in your hand? How many grains of sand do you think are on 
all of the beaches and in all of the oceans over the entire world? Too many to count! 
God compared Abraham’s family to sand—there would be so many people they couldn’t 
be counted! Still the people waited, and waited, and waited for the promised Savior 
to come. (Allow your child to pour the sand back into the container and place the 
container next to the plant.)

Then, one very special day, an angel visited a young woman named Mary. The angel 
told Mary she would have a baby—God’s Son, the Savior! On the night the promised 
Savior, Jesus, was born, angels appeared to shepherds in a nearby field and told them 
the Savior had come. (Take the cotton balls from the basket.) What do you think these 
cotton balls can help us to remember? Right—these cotton balls can remind us of sheep 
and how the shepherds were the first people to hear the good news of Jesus’ birth. 
(Place the cotton balls next to the sand.)

Jesus grew up and never disobeyed God. He cared for people who were hungry, healed 
people who were hurt or sick, and even brought some people who had died back to life! 
Jesus showed people that He is God! Even though Jesus never did anything wrong, some 
people didn’t like the things He did and said. They didn’t believe that Jesus was God. 
They arrested Him and hung Him on a cross. Jesus gave His life for us on that cross. He 
took the punishment for our sins. He did this so we could be forgiven and live with God 
forever. When we choose to believe that Jesus died for our sins and decide to trust and 
obey Him, we get to be with God forever.

Jesus gave His life for us on the cross, but that’s not the end of the story. After He 
died, Jesus’ friends took His body and placed it in a tomb. When they came back three 
days later, Jesus wasn’t there! (Pick up the egg and open it to show that it’s empty.) The 
tomb was empty, just like this egg. But there was an angel in the tomb who told Jesus’ 
friends that He had risen! Jesus is alive! 

 (Unfold the paper that says Jesus Is Alive! Place the egg and the message next to the 
cotton balls. Take the yarn from your basket. Begin to review all of the objects, and as 
you do so, drape the yarn across all of them, visually connecting them with the line of 
yarn. This will help reinforce the fact that everything in the Bible is connected.)  

God’s promise to send a Savior as the way for us to be with Him began in the garden. 
It continued with Abraham’s family, and then, at the perfect time, Jesus was born. 
Because Jesus didn’t stay dead, He proved to everyone that He is the Christ—the Lord!  
He’s alive! This is why we celebrate at Easter.
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family time

prayer

He who did not spare His own Son, 
but gave Him up for us all—how 
will He not also, along with Him, 
graciously give us all things? Who 
will bring any charge against those 
whom God has chosen? It is God who 
justifies. Who then is the one who 
condemns? No one. Christ Jesus 
who died—more than that, who was 
raised to life—is at the right hand of 
God and is also interceding for us. 

Romans 8:32–34

    the   perfect model
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family time

prayer

In Romans 8:32-34, Paul shows us three things.  
First, Paul shows us that our God is a gracious and giving God. 
God hasn’t withheld anything from us; He’s shown us the full extent 
of His love by giving up His very Son. Jesus gave us His very Self, 
even to the point of death for us. He’s chosen for us to no longer be 
His enemies but instead be in His family as His adopted children 
(Romans 8:15) Because of this, nothing can separate us from the 
gracious, giving hand of our Father.

Second, Paul shows us that we have great hope! Christ Jesus not 
only died but also rose again! He’s alive! And because Jesus is alive, 
we can be made alive too. We can be freed from the death that sin 
brings. We can live forever with God. 

Finally, Paul shows us that Jesus is praying for us. The 
resurrected Christ is at the right hand of the Father in heaven, 
constantly interceding for all of His followers. Jesus is modeling 
prayer for us, coming to the throne of God with confidence in the 
character of God: a gracious Father willing and able to give His 
children all that is best for them.

This month, read Romans 8:32–34 as a family. Then hang up a 
giant sticky note, sheet of poster board, or piece of butcher paper 
on the wall. Divide it into four sections, and label the sections 
Thanks/Praise, Confessions, Requests, and Answers. As a family, 
brainstorm as many things as you can think of to pray for in each of 
the first three categories, writing your thoughts down in each section 
as you go. Finally, take some time to pray over your lists. 

Leave the fourth category, Answers, blank so that you can fill it up 
throughout the rest of the month as you see God answer your requests.

by Emily Ganzfried

Supplies:
• giant sticky note, poster board, or piece of  
  butcher paper

• markers (regular or dry erase)

• optional: tape
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“ “
family time recipe

family time

  blue chairs 
chicken

Our last name is Blue, there are seven 
of us, and we love it when we’re all 
seated at the table in our dining chairs! 
Here, hearts are opened, peaks and pits 
are shared, and memories are made 
surrounding that distressed, glitter- and 
glue-glammed table. Each unique chair 
brings to life the plethora of personality 
in our home, especially when we’re eating 
this all-time family-favorite chicken.

Make room for your children to have the 
ingredients in front of them as you model 
how to assemble “7 Blue Chairs” Chicken 
step by step.

by Chris Blue
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family time recipe
family time

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search  
the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

Yields 6–8 servings
Prep Time: 20 min.

Ingredients:
•  6–8 boneless, skinless chicken breasts, cleaned and 

trimmed

• 1/4 c. flour

• 2 eggs, beaten

• 1 c. plain bread crumbs

• 1 slice mozzarella cheese per chicken breast

• herbed butter:

      1/2 stick of room temperature butter

      1/2 tsp. parsley

      1/2 tsp. sage

      1/2 tsp. rosemary

      1/2 tsp. thyme

       (or, instead of individual spices, use 2 tsp.  
Italian seasoning)

• salt and pepper to taste

Directions:
1.  Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.

2.  Flatten each chicken breast and sprinkle with  
salt and pepper.

3.  Mix herbed butter and spread a thin layer on  
each breast.

4. Place mozzarella slice on each chicken breast.

5.  One at a time, roll up each breast. Roll it in flour,  
then egg, and then bread crumbs.

6.  Place the chicken breasts in a glass dish and  
bake for 25 minutes.
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kids in the kitchen
family time

INGRED IENTS :
5 whole graham crackers

6 tbsp. peanut butter

6 mini chocolate doughnuts

6 mini cookies or a similar small,  
round food

decorative (washi) tape or paper

scissors

6 toothpicks

permanent marker

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search  
the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

“He is Risen”
      treats

These would make a great treat to g ive to a fr i end or ne ighbor 
and inv i te them to church with your fam ily th is Easter !

I love these treats because they’re fun, easy, 
yummy, and a great way to remember and 
celebrate Christ rising from the dead. As you 
make these treats with your kids, encourage 
them to participate. Remember that it’s OK if 
things get a little messy; just have fun together. 
This activity will help illustrate modeling to your 
children and remind you of how much they 
follow what you do. As you go through each step, 
demonstrate how it should go and then let your 
kids follow your example. Then switch! 

by Carrie Rowe

Direct ions :
Cut a small piece of washi tape (or paper) and fold it around each  
toothpick to make a tiny banner. 

Write He Is Risen! on each banner. Set the banners aside.

Break the graham crackers into squares. Set aside six squares. 

Crumble the rest of the graham crackers into a bowl and set aside.

Spread one tablespoon of peanut butter on each graham cracker square. 

Cut off one-quarter of each mini doughnut and place the doughnut in  
the middle of a graham cracker, in the peanut butter.

Place a mini cookie in the peanut butter on the side of the hole  
in the doughnut. 

Sprinkle crumbled graham crackers on the remaining peanut butter  
to create “dirt.”

Poke a banner into the top of the doughnut.

Repeat with the remaining doughnuts, cookies, and crackers. 

Yields 6
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conversation starters
family time

Modeling helps us tangibly see the gospel play out in our own 
lives. It also shows others what we believe. During dinner this 
month, play “Growing Gestures” and then get your children talking 
with the questions below. Remember, even eating dinner together 
as a family models Jesus’ desire for community in our lives.

How to play: Ask one person to begin by doing a gesture—any 
kind of hand, body, or head motion that’s easily done at the table. 
Then the next person should repeat that gesture and add his 
own. The next person should repeat the previous two gestures 
and add a new one. Continue this way around the table until 
someone makes a mistake or you’re laughing too hard to finish!

Conversation starter: We just played a game during which 
we learned a motion, copied it, and then added our own motion. 
The things we do in our lives work in similar ways. We see 
a behavior, copy it, learn from it, and make it our own. Jesus 
showed us the ultimate example of love by choosing to die for 
our sins on the cross. 

by Kara Noel Lawson

growing gestures
“Preach the gospel.  
if necessary,  
use words.” 
-St. Francis of Asissi

Let’s list some ways we can be a 
Christlike example for others.
      Do you think actions speak louder than words when it comes 

to our faith?

      What does Christlike behavior look like?

      What are some examples from Jesus’ life that can teach us 
how to live our lives?

      Whom do you see modeling Christlike behavior? 

      What are some good examples of following Christ that you’ve 
seen in our family?

      What things would you like to do to show others you believe 
in Jesus? 
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family time

game time

Time to play!
This game will be like a groovy mix of “Follow the 
Leader” and “Freeze Dance,” so get your best dance 
moves ready!

Choose one person to be the leader first. Consider 
going in order from oldest to youngest. This will allow 
the little ones to get a better idea of how the game 
is played. Next, choose someone to be in charge of 
the music. This person will play and pause the music 
however he chooses. If you have a smaller family, no 
problem—the person in charge of music can still play 
the game with everyone else.

To start the game, the person in charge of music will 
press play. Once the music starts, the leader should 
begin dancing however she wants, and everyone else 
must dance the same way. When the music pauses, 
everyone should freeze, and the leader  must tag 
someone else to take a turn leading the dance.

Continue taking turns as long as you like, making sure 
everyone gets a chance to be the leader. 

Remember!
Similar to how you put your dance moves into action 
in this game, God calls us to put our faith into action. 
Encourage your children to see Christ in others—kids 
at school, friends at the park, etc. Let that also remind 
your kids that others can see Christ in them by the 
way they live their lives. God is big, and He is moving! 
Let’s live that out together each day!

by Heather Kasparian

ALL PLAY

follow my groove
This game is an all-play for the whole family. Gather 
everyone in a room with enough space for dancing. You’ll 
need to have some fun music ready to play.
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“What do you want to be when you grow up?” It’s a 
question we often ask our children. When you pose 
this question to your kids, you likely hear “doctor,” 
“teacher,” “firefighter,” “police officer,” or something 
similar. There are certain roles in our community 
that our children see as significant—careers that 
offer our children something to aspire to.

This month, ask your children what they want to 
be when they grow up. Take some time to explore 
their answers. What about this career choice 
seems attractive? Discuss the ways that God uses 
the people in these roles to model His love and 
protection for us. 

Make this a fun, ongoing conversation in your 
home, and consider starting a tradition that will 
allow your children to reflect on the types of careers 
they might someday have and how those career 
choices can impact the world around them.  

Set aside a day to be your “When I Grow Up” day. 
Allow each child to share what she wants to be when 
she’s older. Let the kids play dress up and pretend 
to hold those careers. Consider taking a family field 
trip to see those careers in action. Bless those people 
by taking baked goods or a sweet treat to share. Tour 
their workplaces and have them show your children 
what they do. Let them tell you about who modeled 
those careers for them and what made them choose 
those roles.

Be sure to document this day with plenty of photos, 
and watch throughout the years as your children grow 
and develop an appreciation for those important role 
models in your community.

by Alyson Crockett

traditions
family time

 when Igrow up
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survive or
thrive
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Hear It! 
Choose a night this month to lead your family in a 
devotion time. It doesn’t have to be long, and you 
don’t have to be a Bible scholar. Read: 

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be on your 
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 
Tie them as symbols on your hands and bind them on 
your foreheads. Write them on the doorframes of your 
houses and on your gates. Deuteronomy 6:4–9

Ask your children why they think God would 
want us to repeat His truths over and over again. 
Why would He encourage us to write them on our 
doorframes or tie them on our hands as reminders? 

Share with your kids that we quickly forget how 
good God is to us, and we need constant reminders 
so that we can thrive!

Do It! 
Brainstorm with your kids and come up with a couple 
of creative ideas for placing reminders of God’s 
truths around your home. Maybe they can make a 
Bible verse sign you can hang on your front door or 
gate. Or maybe you can make a chalkboard and write 
a different verse on it each week. How about letting 
each child write his favorite verse in pencil (or pen, if 
you’re brave) inside the doorframe of your home? Or 
put index cards with Scripture verses in their rooms, 
in the bathrooms, and on their mirrors. 

Placing these verses in prominent places all over 
your home will serve as reminders that it’s time to 
thrive, not just survive!

by Jason Carson

family time

god’s word

Do you ever feel like your home life is drowning in messes, noise, 
laundry, and chaos? Do you remember a day when you used to 
dream of leading your family in all that is right and good? 

If you’re like me, you start the journey of life with the perfect 
picture of how your family will turn out: a strong marriage, 
perfect children, and a beautiful home. (Hearing those words 
now might make some of us die a little on the inside.) And then 
it happens. Life happens. Problems happen. The unexpected 
happens. They’re the unexpected curve balls of life. It all starts 
out with good intentions. You love your kids, want the best 
for them, and want them to be involved in as many things as 
possible. But the older they get, the more complicated things 
become. School, sports, activities, and friends all get more 
difficult and require bigger commitments. Gone are the days of 
a controlled schedule, boredom, and order. Before you know it, 
you’re just surviving. 

Did God ever intend that for us? He doesn’t want us to just survive—
He wants us to thrive! We get frustrated with all of this busyness 
because we weren’t created for those things. When we forget the most 
important thing in all of life, we feel dissatisfied. So take your family 
back! You are the only parents God has given to your children!

A saying I love goes like this: “The main thing is to keep the main 
thing the main thing.” As parents, let us never forget our number 
one responsibility: We’ve been entrusted by God Almighty to raise 
our children in the ways of the Lord and to model His love for them. 
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family time

worship

alive with Christ
In Jesus’ life and ministry 

on earth, He modeled servant 
sacrifice again and again. 
He took on the duty of a slave 
by washing His disciples’ feet 
(John 13:1–17). He taught about 
humility and service (Matthew 
20:16, 20–28). And He even 
said that the best way to love a 
friend is to lay down your life 
for that person (John 15:12–13).

Whenever Jesus acted in 
a way that was outrageously 
humble or sacrificial, He used 
it as a teachable moment to 
urge His disciples to follow His 
example. He laid out what it 
means to be His follower by 
saying such things as these 
words in Luke: “Whoever 
wants to be my disciple must 
deny themselves and take up 
their cross daily and follow 
me. For whoever wants to 
save their life will lose it, but 
whoever loses their life for me 
will save it” (Luke 9:23–24). 

Jesus could make claims 
like this because He knew 
that for His disciples, this life 
isn’t the end. Our temporary 
existence isn’t what we place 
our hope in, and it’s not what 
will ultimately satisfy us. By 
dying on the cross—showing 
the greatest possible display of 
sacrificial love—and then rising 
from the dead, Jesus modeled  
sacrifice for us and gave us a 
basis for hope. Because Jesus 
has been resurrected from the 
dead, we can be too.

Paul writes about this in  
1 Corinthians 15 (see especially 
verses 1–8 and 12–22). Paul 
shows that Jesus’ resurrection 
is the most crucial truth of 
our whole faith. If Jesus wasn’t 
raised from the dead, we 
have no forgiveness of sins 
and no way to be made right 
with God. We’re living this 
life utterly deceived, thinking 
that there is more to come 
when there isn’t. However, if 
Jesus truly was raised from 
the dead, after we die, we too 
will be raised from the dead 
and will enjoy eternal life in 
the presence of God. Because 
of this, we’re able to rejoice in 

trials while on earth and lay 
down our lives for one another 
because we know that we’ll 
one day receive a crown of 
life that will never pass away 
(James 1:2, 12). 

This month, worship God by 
reading His Word together as 
a family. Use Philippians 2:1–11 
to guide your time. 

1.  Reflect on this passage, 
sharing with one another 
which verses or phrases stand 
out to you and why. 

2.  Talk about how Jesus modeled 
servant sacrifice and what it 
means for us to follow Him by 
humbly serving one another. 

3.  Brainstorm ways to love and 
serve one another better  
this month. 

4.  Then shift your discussion to 
reflect on how Jesus’ rising 
from the dead give us hope 
for eternal life. 

5.  Talk about what it means to 
be made “alive with Christ” 
and how we’ll live forever 
with God.

by Emily Ganzfried 

As we celebrate Easter each spring, 
we’re reminded of how Jesus 
modeled servanthood for us and 
showed us that death isn’t the end—
because, in Him, we’ll live forever.
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blessing
family time

A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a Bible 
passage, or words of encouragement. Blessings can 
be spoken over a child for the purpose of declaring 

God’s protection, joy, and wisdom over him.

BLESS
Read John 15:5 with your children:

I am the vine; you are the branches. If you 
remain in me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do 
nothing.

Explain to your kids how the only way 
people can see the fruit from a branch is for 
the branch to be connected to the vine, and 
the only way people can see Jesus in us is 
when we’re connected to Him.

PRAY
Our Father in heaven, thank You for Jesus. 
Thank You that when we stay connected 
to Him, His love shows through us. I pray 
[child’s name] would know You more every 
day. I pray that he would love You every 
day of his life and live his life for You. May 
Jesus’ love always shine through him. Keep 
us thinking about heaven, where Jesus is, 
so that we’ll remember to live like heaven 
is our home and reveal to everyone around 
us that You are Lord. Amen.

As parents, we have an incredible privilege to pray 
over our children and model Christ in our lives. It’s 
often much easier to pray truth over our children than 
it is to actually live it out. One of the beautiful things 
about speaking and praying truth into our children’s 
lives is that it reminds and challenges us to live it out 
ourselves. We get to show our little ones what it means 
to abide in Jesus and surrender to Jesus abiding in us. 
We hope they will see this and choose to let Christ 
shine through their own lives.
by Jennie Lusko
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taking action
family time

Rancho Sordo Mudo is a free home and school for deaf children in Baja 
California, Mexico. Ed and Margaret Everett, the founders of RSM, believed 
that deaf children could be taught to read and write, to communicate in 
sign language, and to learn a trade for their futures. More importantly, the 
ministry aims to teach the children about God’s love for them and to give 
them hope for the future.

Ed and Margaret were introduced to the problems of the deaf when their 
son, Luke, lost 85 percent of his hearing from a series of illnesses at the age of 
five. As their interest grew, they learned sign language, and Margaret became 
an interpreter and teacher. During a trip to visit missionaries in Mexico, Ed and 
Margaret learned that nothing was being done educationally or spiritually to fill 
the needs of poor and orphaned deaf children in Mexico. So the Everetts sold 
their home and business in North Carolina and went to Mexico as missionaries.

In March of 1969, Ed and Margaret began their ministry in a small rented 
house in Ensenada, Mexico. They soon saw the need for expansion when 12 deaf 
children joined their own six children. By faith they purchased a 500-acre tract 
of land in the beautiful Guadalupe Valley and began to pioneer a ministry to the 
deaf. The Lord blessed their faith, and the land is now completely free of debt. 

The ministry is now carried on and directed by Ed and Margaret’s two 
sons, Edward and Luke. It has five classrooms, a dining hall, a fellowship hall, 
two large dormitories, an auto shop, a woodworking shop, a gym, a basketball 
court, a bunkhouse area for visiting church groups, an RV park, offices, and staff 
housing. Each year, about 35 deaf children live at the ranch. Many deaf children 
have already graduated and are working to earn their own living.

The Everetts believe that deaf children in Mexico don’t need to be 
beggars; they’re capable of learning to read and write and master a trade. 
Deaf children are accepted from all over Mexico upon proof of their deafness 
and need, and they receive food, clothing, education, and medical care 
without charge. They learn about the Bible and are brought up to live a life of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

To find out more, visit ranchosordomudo.org.

Rancho Sordo Mudo
Let my heart be broken 
by the things that 
break the heart of God. 

Bob Pierce
(founder of World Vision)

Taking Action tells the 
stories of ordinary 
people who saw 

injustices in the world 
and decided to do 

something about them.
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global
family time

DID YOU KNOW? 

•  Cambodia is home to the kouprey, a wild forest cow with long, 
curved horns. It’s one of the rarest animals in the world.

•  The preferred mode of transportation is called a tuk tuk cart.

N

S
EW

Where in the World Is ...
CAMBODIA

To talk to your friends in Cambodia, you would speak 
Khmer, which is spoken by most of the population.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN KHMER, YOU WOULD SAY,  

“SUA S’DEI”  
(PRONOUNCED SUE SAW DAY)

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mindset in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

 Cambodia covers approximately 69,900 square 
miles. It’s bordered by Thailand on the north 
and west, the Gulf of Thailand on the southwest, 
Vietnam on the southeast and east, and Laos on 
the northeast. 

More than 14.8 million people call Cambodia 
their home. 

If you lived in Cambodia, you would eat a lot of 
rice. You might also eat a lot of tropical fruits and 
noodles. Coconut milk is the main ingredient in 
most desserts. Typically, Cambodians eat their 
meals with at least three or four separate dishes.  

If you went to religious services in Cambodia, 
you would most likely go to a Buddhist temple.

Christians in Cambodia consist of less than one percent of the 
country’s population. 

More than 75 percent of Cambodia’s 14,000 villages have no 
Christian presence. There’s a great need for evangelism and 
Christ-followers modeling the love of Jesus in this war-ravaged 
country. Grinding poverty for the vast majority of people, 
which leads to health and social problems, continues to be a 
major challenge.

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF CAMBODIA,  

LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

CAMBODIA

THAILAND

VIETNAM

LAOS

GULF OF 
THAILAND

POPULATION: 
14.8 Million

LANGUAGE:
Khmer

RELIGION:
96% Buddhism

1% Hindu
1% Islam

>1% Christian
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inspire:  Parenting stories and devotions  
to spur you on and motivate  
you as you spiritually parent 
your children.

equip:  Resources to prepare you as you 
navigate through tough ages and  
tough topics.

support:  Walking alongside you to 
promote healthy marriages 
and answer your spiritual 
parenting and spiritual 
grandparenting questions. 
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

MORE >>

In Her Eyes
by Julie Carson | April 2014

Looking into my eldest daughter’s eyes is like looking in a mirror. We are so alike it is all at once both 
beautiful and humbling—from our affinity for words, be them in books or song lyrics, to the texture of our 
impossibly thick, wavy, not curly, hair. 

She is not the one who made me a mother*, yet she is the one who first called me mommy. She healed a 
brokenness in my heart that I felt I might never escape from. She should not have been the firstborn, but she 
carries that mantle with such grace. She is a caretaker, a worrier, quiet, yet loud. We ask a lot from her; her 
little sisters and brother depend on her. She is their hero.

I see all that is good in me through her, and yet I also see all that is difficult. The quirks, the struggles, the 
messy parts of me that I have been working on for the past 30 years. The things that I am still trying to get a 
handle on, and still, when I am not careful, somehow expect her to have all sorted out.

Each time we leave the house, we are told by strangers how similar we are. She shyly blushes, secretly 
enjoying the sentiment. I sense that she is constantly seeking attention and approval from the one whom the 
world claims to be most like her. How can I model gospel-centered behavior to the one who looks to me as if 
I were her mirror? That is the question that keeps me up many a night.

On her ninth birthday, a well-meaning friend casually remarked, “Well, you are officially halfway done 
raising her.” That statement nearly took the breath from my lungs and left me speechless. I hope to never 

www.homefrontmag.com

photo by: DrewB Photography

www.joyshope.com
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

be done raising her. To never be at a stage in either of our lives where she is not seeking our advice, our 
support, our direction.

Far gone are the first two years of her life when she was our entire world, our only child. Those two years 
when every tiny milestone was noticed and celebrated. When she didn’t have to share the spotlight or 
attention with her sisters and brother. Where school, friends, and responsibility were a foreign concept.

If she is indeed halfway down the road of leaving our home, I ponder what I want her future to look like. 
What it will be marked by. Then I examine my reality to see if it is lining up with who I want her to become.

I want her to have a deep love for her Savior, Jesus.

I need to show her what that looks like. She needs to see me praying, studying, seeking, worshipping, trusting.

I want her to be generous and selfless.

I need to give graciously of my time, my talents, and my resources.

I want her to be a kind friend, always seeking out those who feel left out and alone.

 I need to show her how I am constantly struggling to overcome my inherent shyness and spending time 
reaching out to new people.

I want her to use the brilliant brain that God has gifted her with for His glory.

I need to continue to feed the mind that I have been given with God’s Word.

I want her to have a thriving marriage.

I need to show her how much I love her father, how I respect, cheer for, and support him.

I can accomplish zero of these dreams without the transforming power of the Holy Spirit and daily reliance 
on the Lord. He is everything that is good in me, and I want Him to be everything that is good in her.

Together we need to seek Him daily, hourly, minutely. He needs to be our mirror through which we will see 
exactly who we are to become.

*Julie lost her first daughter, Joy, to a miscarriage.

www.homefrontmag.com

photo by: DrewB Photography
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tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re attempting to 
teach your children, use repetition! 

These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up. 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7

lie down

sit a
t home

along the road

get up

get upget up Sing this rhyme to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell” each morning as you 
get up. Remind your children that others will be able to see Jesus by the way they live. 

Listen here when viewing on HomeFrontMag.com!
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tough topics
equip

What we tell our kids about Jesus’ death has eternal consequences.

We don’t need to go into gory details with sensitive little ones, but we can 
make a few things clear to our kids, regardless of their ages.

1 .  Jesus suffered. It’s OK to be a bit vague here. The soldiers hurt Jesus on 
His back and head, and then they put Him on the cross where He was in 
pain until He died.

2.  Jesus took on our sin. All of the hurtful things we do to one another and to 
God were put on Jesus like a metaphorical anchor tied around His neck.

3.  Jesus died. Instead of punishing us for the bad things we do and say and 
think, God punished Jesus instead.

4.  Jesus rose from the dead. He paid for our sins, and He’s alive!

If we believe that Jesus died for our sins, God welcomes us into His family 
with Jesus.

Jesus’ 
 death
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the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)
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Modeling isn’t a 
choice, but what we 

model is. 

Practice what  
you preach.

Modeling both 
actions and 
reactions is 
essential.

the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)

To learn how to appropriately model, it’s important to 
understand that we’re already modeling every moment of 
the day. There’s no way for us to stop modeling! Kids observe 
everything we do whether we want them to or not. The 
choice lies in deciding what we want to model for them.

As parents, you’re in constant communication with 
your kids. You talk about everything from school to friends 
to sports. It’s key to make sure that you’re acting out the 
advice you give your kids.  If you tell your son, “Titus, you 
need to apologize for hurting your sister,” and yet you never 
apologize to your spouse when your kids see you fighting, 
they’ll notice. Middle schoolers are smart. They may not let 
on, but they understand being reprimanded for one thing 
while seeing Mom or Dad do the same thing and get away 
with it, and that builds resentment. Strive to be parents 
who lead by example, not parents who cause their kids to 
resent and disregard them.

Also, recognize it’s just as important to model 
reactions as it is to model actions. When I think about all 
of the amazing things my dad has done, many of them are 
actions, whether that be giving sunrise sermons for the 
community, coaching my soccer team to a championship, 
or always being willing to help the homeless. His reactions 
are just as important and equally impactful. I remember 
being 13 and seeing someone cut off my dad on the 
freeway. He responded by cursing. Of course, the action 
of cursing wasn’t one he should have modeled. However, 
following up that action by pulling over, turning to me, 
apologizing for his behavior, and asking for forgiveness 
modeled something very powerful. Dad didn’t ignore his 
reaction; he owned the mistake he’d made and in that 
moment taught me to do the same with my mistakes. That 
day I was both reminded of my dad’s imperfections as 
well as inspired by how he responded to them.  

We’re sinful creatures. We were sinful in middle 
school, and we continue to be sinful as adults. It’s natural 
that, as parents, you desire to be the best influence you 
can be on your kids. But remember that pretending to 
be perfect may give them a false sense of reality. We’ll all 
make mistakes and sin throughout our lives, but when we 
stumble, we can strive to make it right.

So keep in mind that every action and reaction gives 
you an opportunity to model. Here’s the question: What 
will you model? 

written by Christian Cannon
photos by Christian Cannon         
                        @seacannon

the concept
 of modeling
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marriage
support

in everything
We often think of biblical modeling only in the context of parenting 
our children during their formative years. However, even as 
married adults, we’re never too old to benefit from our own parents’ 
modeling. My marriage greatly benefited from this during a difficult 
season when God allowed us to be in the presence of my mother-in-
law who powerfully modeled true sacrifice in her marriage.  

Almost immediately after he heard the diagnosis of amyotrophic 
lateral sclerosis, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease, my husband’s 
dad lost use of his legs and then quickly his torso and limbs. Being a 
hands-on man, the inability to do any self-care during the eight-year 
journey brought great emotional and mental suffering to him as well as 
my mother-in-law. But she set her face like a flint (Isaiah 50:7), and her 
husband’s suffering didn’t prevent her from serving him sacrificially. 

She, unlike any example we’ve ever seen, modeled Ephesians 
5:24:  “Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the 
wives be to their own husbands in everything“ (NKJV). Without 
even knowing it, her modeling of sacrificial commitment changed 
our perspective of “in everything” forever.     

My mother-in-law took the word everything seriously. 
Professionals urged her to consider all of her options. She did consider 
all of her options. We watched her commit to one. “Don’t you want 
to get a break?” they would ask. “Don’t you think it would be better 
for you if he were in a facility to help with this sort of thing?” This 
“sort of thing” was her husband, her lifemate, her flesh. In the spirit of 
Ephesians 5:29, she couldn’t hate her own flesh, but could only nourish 
and cherish it by nurturing and caring for her dying husband.  
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marriage
support

She bathed him. Held him steady on the toilet. Shaved him. 
Brushed his teeth.  Cooked his food and then strained it. Fed 
him. Dressed him. Turned him. Cried for him. Changed him. 
Lifted him. Read the Bible to him. Hugged, patted, and kissed 
him. Put him to bed. And rarely had a full night’s rest. She 
modeled sacrifice—in everything. 

Some might have looked on from a distance and called it 
martyrdom or operating out of duty, but it wasn’t. We witnessed 
the joy, spirit-driven conversations, and supernatural energy that 
flowed from her in everything. Until she modeled it, my husband 
and I wouldn’t have caught on to the difference between martyrdom 
and true sacrifice.  

We had read, heard, and even preached many sermons on the 
subject of serving in marriage, but until we watched my mother-in-
law put flesh on it, they were mostly aspiring concepts. Until we saw 
her die to her own flesh to care for her husband’s dying flesh, we 
knew little about true sacrifice in marriage.

Biblical modeling is caught more than taught. We would 
never have selected the circumstances in which the modeling 
occurred, but we are grateful God allowed us to be in the 
presence of a life where we could catch the meaning of 
sacrificing in everything.

by Roxanna Grimes
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Q: I grew up going to church every 
Sunday. We learned about God, but the 
“norm” in our home was far from anything 
godly. How can I do a better job of being 
congruent for my children?

A: There is danger for the family 
that focuses its attention on pure content 
and creates an environment where it’s 
hitting the knowledge part out of the 
ballpark but does not follow this up with 
congruent modeling. When I talk to young 
adults who were raised in Christian homes, 
I am always struck by the number of them 
who say, “Yeah, I don’t really think the 
Christian thing works for me.” And the more 
I pry into why they’ve said this, the more I 
hear it’s because they have people in their 
life who say one thing and then do the other. 

Oftentimes these incongruent people are 
their parents, but sometimes they are pastors 
or youth leaders. These students are looking 
to see if our words are congruent with our 
lifestyle. Singer-songwriter Ted Limpic once 
said, “Our lifestyle is the music that makes 
the lyrics of our song believable.” I love that. 
A song is made up of music and lyrics—they 
need to fit. 

spiritual parenting
support

Michelle
 Anthony

Of course, we’re not perfect people. We’re not 
perfect models—and we’re not always going to 
be congruent. But what makes our ill behavior 
congruent in the environment of MODELING is 
when we simply acknowledge that very fact. So 
we become a model whether we’re modeling the 
correct way God would want us to do something 
or whether we’re acknowledging that our behavior 
fell short. Honesty and humility in this area make us 
great models even when we fail.

That’s redemptive parenting!

 

Q: What are the most influential years 
of development for children when it comes to 
modeling a godly lifestyle?

A: We have an ever-narrowing window 
of opportunity to maximize our influence in our 
children’s lives. The fields of psychology and 
sociology tell us that we parents are the primary 
influencers in our children’s lives from birth until 
12 years old. Somehow this is almost a science. It’s 
as if on the eve of their 13th birthday their brain 
chemistry changes in such a way that all of a sudden 
the world, music, media, and friends now become 
more influential than we are! I remember thinking 
this wouldn’t happen to my sweet children—but 
it did! We must be shrewd to use this window of 
influence and capitalize on it in childhood. I don’t 
want to give that influence to anybody else!

In fact, I want to extend my influence in my 
children’s lives. We can say, “Well, sociology and 
psychology say I am the primary model for my kids 
from zero to 12 years, but by the grace of God I want to 
be an influence in my child’s life until the day I die.” 

Inbox w/
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You cannot imagine the joy that leaped out of our hearts when we saw this 
photo of our daughter Julie on Facebook. Becoming a grandparent has 
been an overwhelming experience. If you're mildly (or even aggressively) 
annoyed that new grandparents can’t stop talking about and bragging 
about their grandchildren, there's something you need to know: You 
can't do a thing about it. This pride and single-mindedness won't change. 
Grandparents can't help themselves!

When faith in Jesus Christ bridges generations, when Jesus is real in the 
hearts of our adult children, when they commit themselves to raising godly 
disciples of Jesus—a grandparent experiences a powerful thrill!

Some grandparents may be asking themselves how they can influence 
the faith of their grandchildren. How can they plant, water, and nurture 
those seeds of faith? Most grandparents look forward to spoiling 
their grandkids. We've all heard a grandparent say, “We can spoil our 
grandkids as much as we want, and then we get to send them home." 
As baby boomers well versed in excesses become grandparents, they're 
bringing "spoiling the grandkids" to a whole new level. Ask yourself:

• Is spoiling our grandchildren the best we can do? 

• Do we really want to contribute to the stain of selfishness and entitle-
ment in our grandchildren?

• What can we do to influence the faith of our grandchildren and lead 
them to become vibrant, devoted disciples of Jesus?

spiritual grandparenting
support

One generation will declare Your works to the 
next and will proclaim Your mighty acts. I will 
speak of Your splendor and glorious majesty and 
Your wonderful works. Psalm 145:4–5 (HCSB)

you can call me Grandpa!
Grandparents have a sacred and unique opportunity. They 

can model genuine growing faith in Jesus. They can show 
their grandchildren that faith in Jesus makes a difference. 
Effective and genuine discipleship is more about “being” 
than about “doing.” Our grandchildren need to observe our 
faith and see a realistic faith relationship between God and 
their Grandma and Grandpa.

How can we, as grandparents, put our faith on display in 
order to influence our grandchildren? Some ideas:

• Grandparents can model gospel-like relationships—with 
forgiveness, kindness, and grace.

• Grandparents can model a reverence for God’s Word by 
reading, singing, and listening to grandkids read the Bible.

• Grandparents can model faith by giving blessings to their 
grandchildren fruitful, and powerful spiritual future.

• Grandparents can model an abiding, Spirit-led life by 
praying with grandchildren regularly and spontaneously—
and listening to their grandchildren’s prayers.

• Grandparents can model vibrant worship by pointing 
out God at work in nature and daily life, whether it's while 
playing in the park, walking in the neighborhood, or other 
circumstances where God reveals His glory.

• Grandparents can model unconditional, gospel-like love 
through patience and endurance and by displaying the 
serenity that comes from many years of loving and being loved.

As I compiled this list of ways that grandparents can model 
influential, generational faith, I found my eyes moistening 
with joy. I sensed my heart quickening with anticipation. 
And I felt my heart swelling with a profoundly overwhelming 
love. I will cherish this sacred and unique opportunity. You 
can call me Grandpa!

written by Phil Sallee • photo by Jeremiah Bonjean

Julie Partin  In my hand is my 30-year-old parent/child dedication Bible. Christ is  
the center of my life and that is how we plan on raising our children as well.  
Love you Mom & Dad!
comment • like 

Carol Sallee  Mom and Dad=Gram and Pops—and we can’t wait to have our new 
names. We are so proud of you and the godly woman you are and the godly man you 
married. So delighted that little pink Bible has “come back into play.”
comment • like
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how I 
have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is creating a 
unique story that deserves to be told for His glory.

“God’s family cares for 
each other and worships 
God together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights 
who we are in Christ. According 
to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, 
sealed, and given an inheritance 
in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction 
allows children to stand firm 
against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate a 
sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger than 
one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ followers we are to view our lives as living sacrifices 
that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their comfort 

zones from an early age, they learn to experience a 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and strengthen 
them beyond their natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will cultivate a generation 
that, instead of seeking comfort, seeks a radical life of 
faith in Christ. 

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

1
4

5

2

3
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the direct 

opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, and a 
vision of a corrected path for the individual with the purpose of 
healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s grace. 
Key to this environment is the value that children are respected 
because they embody the image of God. We must speak to them, 
not at them, and we must commit to an environment where love 
and acceptance are never withheld due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually 
lost. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this environment to 
allow each child to understand that 
God has entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and being 

known by God. We live in a world that denies absolute truth, but 
God’s Word offers just that. As we create an environment that 
upholds and displays God’s truth, we give children a foundation 
based on knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, yet He has chosen to make Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”

8

9

10
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FAITH-BUILDING 
PICTURE BOOKS 
                                           FROM FRANCIS CHAN

FAITH-BUILDING 
PICTURE BOOKS 
                                           FROM FRANCIS CHAN

Halfway Herbert 
“Crazy Love for Kids”
Halfway Herbert never completes anything. 
Homework remains half  done, his room 
stays only partly clean, and dinner is never 
finished. But when he tells a truth, he learns the 
importance of  honesty and of  following God 
with all his heart.

ISBN: 978-0-7814-0418-1 $12.99

The Big Red Tractor 
and The Little Village
“Forgotten God for Kids”
This contemporary parable tells of  a village 
employing a rather difficult-to-use tractor to 
grow food. Everybody thinks that’s just how it 
is … until someone discovers a long-forgotten 
book. Could it reveal the tractor’s secrets?

ISBN: 978-0-7814-0419-8 $12.99

Ronnie Wilson’s Gift
Ronnie Wilson’s plans to give his baseball glove 
to Jesus keep falling apart. Then one night, he 
discovers that little things done for others are 
gifts to Jesus too. 

ISBN: 978-0-7814-0477-8 $12.99

Contact a David C Cook rep at 800.323.7543 
or visit www.DavidCCook.com


