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THE CHALLENGE

Design, Layout, and Photography by the Stanton Agency (hello@stantonagency.com)

Without love, our faith becomes futile. The environment of LOVE AND RESPECT recognizes that 
children need both love and respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s grace.

 Key to this environment is the value that children are respected because they embody the 
image of God. We must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an environment 
where love and acceptance are never withheld because of one’s behavior.

First Corinthians 13 says if we don’t have love, everything else we do is futile. It’s worthless. So, 
without love, it doesn’t matter if we have all the knowledge in the world. It doesn’t matter if we’re 
helping kids understand who God is and we’re modeling what that looks like. If we don’t do all of 
it in a loving way, then it’s simply worthless! Wow! That’s a sobering thought. When we create an 
environment of LOVE AND RESPECT, we’re helping identify the image of God in every person.

This month, be looking for ways to take the environment of LOVE AND RESPECT beyond 
your family time with HomeFront. Challenge your family to find opportunities to show love and 
respect to others in your everyday interactions!

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual 
growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct 
environments to create in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, which we refer 
to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Michelle Anthony
Family Ministry Architect

David C Cook

 Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

In his book Crazy Love, Francis Chan offers a challenge that 
might be a lifechanging exercise for your family this month. The 
following is an excerpt from his book:

God’s definition of what matters is pretty straightforward. He 
measures our lives by how we love. In our culture, even if a pastor 
doesn’t actually love people, he can still be considered successful 
as long as he is a gifted speaker, makes his congregation laugh, or 
prays for “all those poor, suffering people in the world” every Sunday. 

But Paul writes that even if “I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, 
and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain 
nothing” (1 Corinthians 13:2–3, ESV). Wow. Those are strong and 
unmistakable words. According to God, we are here to love. Not 
much else matters. 

editor’s choice

So God assesses our lives based on how we love. But the word love 
is so overused and worn out. What does God mean by love? He tells us, 

 Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is 
not arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is 
not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, 
but rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never 
ends … faith, hope, and love abide, these three; but the 
greatest of these is love.

1 Corinthians 13:4–8, 13 (ESV)

But even those words have grown tired and overly familiar, 
haven’t they?

I was challenged to do a little exercise with these verses, one 
that was profoundly convicting. Take the phrase Love is patient and 
substitute your name for the word love. (For me, “Francis is patient ….”) 
Do it for every phrase in the passage. 

By the end, don’t you feel like a liar? If I am meant to represent 
what love is, then I often fail to love people well. 

Following Christ isn’t something that can be done halfheartedly or 
on the side. It is not a label we can display when it is useful. It must 
be central to everything we do and are. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE
The warm air of August continues to create 
magic in our homes and becomes the perfect 
atmosphere to live in the environment of LOVE 
AND RESPECT. This environment encourages 
us to love our children simply because they 
are children of God. Our prayer is that they in 
turn are filled with that love and can freely give 
it away to others as they become catalysts for 
change in our world. 

In this issue, you will find a recurring theme 
of giving God’s love away. Our TAKING 
ACTION article (page 24) focuses on the love 
and respect one faith community is showing to 
hundreds each day by meeting the most basic 
of needs. The CONVERSATION STARTERS 
(page 17) suggestion will quickly become 
a family favorite as you get your children 
talking about their day and then thinking 
about the ways they feel and show love. 

Our SPIRITUAL GRANDPARENTING 
article (page 37) shares the story of a single 
grandmother who supported her daughter and 
son-in-law as they foster-adopted two children. 
Her story will inspire you to love without limits. 
STORYTELLING (page 8) shares an adorable 
story about bugs who live in “Doodlebug 
Grove.” This is the first time we’ve featured 
a children’s story like this, and we hope that 
children will be able to identify with these 
little characters and follow their example! 

We must never forget that the world needs 
to see God’s love in our lives. Others need to 
feel respected by our actions and inclusion. 
These values are always great to pour into our 
children, and they’re even more important to 
reinforce as kids prepare to return to school. Our 
hope is that this issue of HomeFront will give 
you the resources you need to do exactly that.

Debbie Guinn
Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

Loving HomeFront?

Let’s Be Social!

Did you know that you will soon  
be able to subscribe to HomeFront 

as a printed monthly resource?  
Sign up for notification at

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

homefrontmag.com/subscription
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words in 
and of themselves will not necessarily transform 
us; it is God’s Spirit in these words who 
transforms. We come to know God more when 
we’re willing to open our hearts and listen to 
His Holy Spirit through the words we memorize. 
Have fun with this verse, and think of creative 
ways to invite your family to open up to God as 
they commit the verse to memory.

FAMILY VERSE

Remember to have fun! Strive to make 
each gathering unique to your own 
family as you enjoy spending time 

with God and one another.

3

Look through HomeFront and see 
what stands out. Choose two or 

three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times 
each week. Don’t feel burdened to 
complete all the activities at once, 
but carefully select which ones will 
fit your family best. This resource 
provides your family with more 

than enough experiences to create 
transforming environments in your 

home throughout the month.

2

1
Start by deciding on a day and a time 
that work well for your entire family. 

It can be an evening, an afternoon, or 
a morning. Just commit to building 
this time into your family’s natural 
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this 

time around a meal.

ONE
TWO

THREE

HOW TO USE 
FAMILY TIME ...

It’s as easy as

FAMILY TIME

Family Time
ideas!
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family time

capturing the season

As the end of summer approaches, make these Tin Can Lanterns as a fun 
way to light a path in your yard or decorate a tree. The lanterns can be a 
reminder of how God’s love lights up our lives. Share with your children that 
we’re to reflect God’s love and allow it to shine out onto others. 

Tin can 
lanterns
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family time

capturing the season

WHAT YOU’LL DO: 
1.  Fill each can with water and put it in the freezer until the water is 

frozen solid.  

2. Place the can on the towel so it won’t slip.

3.  Use the hammer and the nail to pound a pattern into your can. For 
younger children, you might use the marker to draw the design on 
the can before you begin.

4.  At the top of the can, punch two holes across from each other. You 
will thread the wire through these holes.

5. Run hot water into the can until the ice melts. Let the can dry.

6. Spray paint the outside of the can. 

7.  Once the paint dries (three or four hours), thread a section of wire 
through the two holes and twist the ends to secure.

8. Place a tea light candle at the bottom of the can. Light and enjoy! 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• tin cans (any size) 

•  thin wire (enough to create a handle for each 
lantern so you can hang it)

• nail (medium size)

• spray paint

• towel

• tea light candles

• optional: permanent marker
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family time

storytelling

SALLYWAG SAVES 
THE DAY

by Cristi Thomas

ROY POLY

It was a warm summer day in Doodlebug Grove. The voices of mothers calling after their children could be heard 
throughout the garden. “Gabrielle Hopper, make sure to keep your wings dry!” “Roy Poly, roll away from Ms. Honey’s 
quilting bee today, please!” “Whirlywig Beetle, you are to come home as soon as the fireflies glow.” “Yes, mother,” the 

three little bugs chimed. 

“What games should we play today?” Gabby asked as she hopped around her friends. 
“Gabby, can you stop doing that? You’re making me nervous,” said Whirly. Whirly always got a 
little nervous when Gabby flitted about. Gabby replied, “Sorry, Whirly. I just can’t help it. I am 
a grasshopper, you know.” Whirly said, “Yeah, yeah—I know.”

“Let’s go play at the watering hole,” Roy suggested. “We can do 
cannonballs into the water!” Gabby asked, “How am I going to 
keep my wings dry?” “Aw, don’t worry about it. We’ll come up with 
something,” Roy answered. 

As the three made their way toward the water, they heard a 
rustling in the bushes. They stopped to look. In the grass stood 
Sallywag Stinkbug. She froze, staring at the other bugs with a 
mouthful of flower petals. Suddenly she began to shake. Roy cried, 
“Run!” And the three friends ran faster and faster until they could 
no longer see Sallywag. 

“Why … were … we … running … so … fast?” asked Whirly as he 
tried to catch his breath. Roy replied, “Because everyone knows that when Sally starts 
to shake, it’s not long before she stinks.” “Maybe we should ask her to come and play,” 
Gabby suggested. 

Whirly shrugged as he climbed up on a rock and jumped into the watering hole. Roy 
followed. Soon the friends forgot all about Sallywag. But sitting just beyond the water’s edge, in the shadow of a 
sunflower, was a lonely little stinkbug.

The hours passed, and the sun began to set. “Come on, you guys—we 
have to get home before the fireflies start to glow,” called Gabby. “One more 
cannonball,” Roy shouted from the top of a rock. “Hey, do you hear that?” 
Gabby asked. “What?” Roy responded. “That buzzing sound,” Gabby said. 
Before either bug could answer, a great cloud covered the water. It was the 
Lousy Larva Gang, the meanest band of flies in Doodlebug Grove. 

“Oh, no, Roy. Whirly is in the middle of the watering hole!” Gabby cried. 
Whirly looked up. The Larva Gang began to get closer to the water and 
closer to Whirly. He became so scared that he began to spin in circles. 
Faster and faster he spun. The more he spun, the faster the water swirled 
around him. It wasn’t long before he started to sink into the water, deeper 
and deeper. As Whirly sank, the flies in the gang laughed. Gabby began to 
cry, and Roy curled up into a ball beside her. 

SALLYWAG

GABBY
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family time

storytelling

Just then a green cloud rose above the grass. One of the flies lifted his head 
and called, “Hey, you guys—fresh stink!” The flies turned and smelled the air. 
In an excited flurry, the gang flew away and headed toward the green cloud. 
Whirly stopped spinning and slowly floated back up to the surface of the water. 

“Whew, that was close,” said Whirly. “Are you okay, Whirly?” Gabby asked. “Yeah, 
just a li-i-tt-ll-e sh-sh-aken up, that’s all,” he replied. “Let’s go home,” Gabby said.

“Good evening, children,” called a familiar voice. “Oh, hey, Franklin,” Whirly 
said. “How are you feeling, Whirly?” Franklin asked. “Ah, I’m okay,” Whirly 
replied. “That’s good. You had quite the fright.” “Yes, it’s lucky those mean ol’ 
flies left when they did,” added Gabby. “Well, I’m not sure it was luck,” replied 
Franklin. “It wasn’t?” the children said.

Franklin continued: “No. You see, I was flying in 
for the evening glow when I saw Sallywag sitting by the sunflowers next to the water. 
When she saw that Whirly was in trouble, she began to shake and then …” “Stink,” the 
children finished. “That’s right,” Franklin said, nodding. “Her stink distracted the flies 
and took them away from Whirly.” 

“But why would she help us?” Gabby asked. “Whenever we get close, she shakes, and 
then her stink cloud comes.” “We thought she didn’t like us,” added Roy. “Yeah, she’s 
a stinkbug,” agreed Whirly. “I see,” Franklin said. “I wonder if she was just as nervous 
about you as you were about her.” Roy replied, “Maybe, but that doesn’t explain why she 
helped save Whirly.”

WHIRLY
FRANKLIN
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family time

storytelling

PARENTS:

After reading this story with your children, take time to discuss how we often act like the bugs in Doodlebug 
Grove. Ask, “Which one of the bugs is most like you?” and “Why do you relate to that bug?” This will help 
you see how your children are relating to their peers. 

Remind them that leaving someone out because she is different is not showing love. Talk with them about 
how God gives us His love so that we can give it away to others—even if they are not like us or we don’t 
understand their behavior.

“Children, because she is a stinkbug, Sally is often misunderstood,” Franklin explained. “The great Creator made Sallywag, 
just as He made each of you. She has a special job to do in the garden, just like you do. Today, she saw a fellow bug in trouble, 
and she made a stink.” 

Just then, Sally walked past the children. Roy said, “Thanks, Franklin.” Whirly added, “Yeah, thanks. We’ve got to go.” 
“Hey, Sally, wait up,” called Gabby. With that, the three little bugs ran to the little stinkbug. “Can we walk you home?” they 
asked. Sally smiled, and all four little bugs walked home together just as the fireflies began the evening glow.



LOVE AND RESPECT | HomeFrontMag.com11

family time

prayer

In a culture that throws around the word love to describe our 
feelings about everything from coffee to sports to family 
members, it can be hard to know what it means to love—unless 
we know the context. As followers of Christ, we’re given two primary 
commandments: love God and love others (Matthew 22:37–39).

Within the context of Scripture, there’s no question that love isn’t 
a casual thing. The story of God’s love permeates the Bible, with 
examples of love being lived out, instructions about whom to love, 
and promises that tell us God will empower with His love so we can 
love others. The Bible is God’s story, and God is love, so it’s important 
that we capture how God calls us to give His love away. Perhaps 
one of the clearest pictures of what love looks like can be found in  
1 Corinthians 13. In this chapter, we see how we, as believers, are 
meant to live out this love that God calls us to give away.

Gather as a family and discuss the two commandments found 
in Matthew 22:37–39. Discuss, “What does it mean to love God? 
To love others?” Then read 1 Corinthians 13:4–8a, and take time to 
slowly read each word that describes love. Explain the meanings of 
these words, if necessary. Talk about what it looks like to love in this 
way. Discuss, “Is it easy to love by being _______ (patient, kind, etc.) or 
by not being ________ (rude, easily angered, etc.)? Can we give away 
this kind of love to others in our own strength? What gives us the 
power to love in the ways God calls us?” 

Pray together and ask God to give each of you a new 
perspective on what it means to love. Invite everyone to spend a 
few moments silently praying and asking the Holy Spirit to give him 
a specific word or phrase from 1 Corinthians 13. He can focus on this 
word or phrase in the coming week. Then encourage each family 
member to share her word or phrase as she says, “I will show love 
to you by _________” (keeping no record of wrong, always protecting, 
etc.), or “I will show love to you by not __________” (boasting, being self-
seeking, etc.). Provide paper and pens or markers and invite each 
person to journal, through words or drawings, about what it might 
look like to show love with her specific word or phrase. Then share 
and discuss your journal pages.

At the end of the week, gather to share your experiences in 
giving love away as you lived out your chosen words or phrases. 
As each person recounts her story, celebrate together. Thank God 
for loving us and empowering us to give His love away to others.

by Noel Guevara 

WHAT IT MEANS 
TO LOVE

WHAT GIVES 
US THE POWER 
TO LOVE IN 
THE WAYS GOD 
CALLS US?
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED: 
•  glass jar

• stickers (simple shapes)

•  twine (enough to go around the jar  
a couple of times)

• tape 

• spray paint

• stick or old ruler

• craft sticks

• markers

•  optional: misc. craft supplies (such as 
ribbons or pom-poms)

As parents, we want our kids to 
show love and respect to their peers, 
other adults in our community, and 
one another. Scripture tells us to 
“be devoted to  one  another  in  love” 
and to “honor  one  another  above 
[ourselves]” (Romans 12:10). This 
verse gives the perfect picture of 
love and respect. If we really want to 
be devoted to one another in love, 
we need to respect others by putting 
them first. This concept can be hard 
for children to understand and difficult 
for parents to implement as a part of 
their family’s rhythm. We hope this Jar 
Full of Love will inspire creative ways 
to show love to the people around us.
By Kara Noel Lawson

Jar Full
Of love



LOVE AND RESPECT | HomeFrontMag.com13

create
family time

WHAT YOU’LL DO:
1.    Decorate the glass jar with the stickers (try to space them out). Wrap the 

twine around the jar and use tape to secure the ends on the inside and 
bottom of the jar.

2.  Turn the jar upside down over one end of the stick or ruler. Hold up the jar 
by holding the stick, and spray paint the jar. You could also put the stick in 
the ground or the dirt of a flowerpot and then paint the jar.

3.  While you wait for the paint to dry, invite each person to take a marker and 
a craft stick and write one way she can show love to others. (See the list on 
the right for some ideas.) You might have each person write several ideas 
on several craft sticks.

4.  After the paint dries, have the children peel off the stickers and unwind 
the twine. Fun shapes and stripes will be left on the jar. You might also 
decorate the jar further with ribbons, pom-poms, or other craft supplies.

5.  Put the craft sticks in the jar, and place the jar in a prominent place in 
your home.  

6.  Talk together about the love actions you wrote on the craft sticks. Explain 
that giving love away is different from giving a physical item away, and that 
giving love away can be a simple act of service. When we give love away, 
we’re left with something even more beautiful, just like when you removed 
the stickers from the jar to reveal a beautiful piece of art.

7.  Each week, set aside time for your family to pick a stick and complete the 
task written on it.  

“ACTS OF LOVE” IDEAS:
• Sweep the porches in your neighborhood

• Clear the table for everyone

• Bake treats for local firefighters

• Pick up trash at the park

• Make your sibling’s bed

• Bring in trash cans for your neighbor

• Draw pictures for people at a retirement home

• Donate a toy to a women’s shelter

 • Send a note in the mail to a friend

• Pay for the car behind you at a drive-through

• Bring doughnuts to the teacher’s lounge at school

• Donate a book to the library

• Make dinner for a family



family time recipe
family time
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BARBECUE 
CHICKEN SALAD

Sharing a meal is a great way to show love. Whether you invite someone into your home 
or drop off a meal at someone’s house, sharing food shows that you care. It communicates that 
the person receiving the food is valued and valuable. This Barbecue Chicken Salad would be 
perfect to share with members of your faith community. It could also serve as a warm welcome 
to a new neighbor or co-worker. We suggest that you double the recipe and make one to eat at 
home and one to deliver to friends who may need a little extra love this month. 
By Kelli Coltman

WHAT YOU’LL NEED: 
•  6 c. chopped romaine lettuce

•  3 grilled chicken breasts, chopped into bite-size pieces

½•  1 c. diced Roma tomatoes

•  1 c. diced jicama 

•  15 oz. can of black beans

•  15 oz. can of corn

•  8 oz. shredded Monterey Jack and cheddar cheese

½•  1 c. ranch dressing

•  1 c. barbecue sauce

•  1 large avocado, pitted and chopped 

•  3 oz. bag of tortilla strips 

WHAT YOU’LL DO:
1.   Place the lettuce in the bottom of a nine- by thirteen-inch glass or ceramic dish.

2.  Top the lettuce with a row of chicken, a row of tomatoes, a row of jicama, a row of beans, a 
row of corn, and a row of cheese.

3.  In a bowl, mix the ranch dressing and the barbecue sauce. You can either toss the salad with 
the dressing mixture or allow each person to add her own amount of dressing to her salad.

4.  Top the salad with avocado and tortilla strips and serve. 

family time recipe
family time

Yields: 6 servings | Prep: 30 minutes (plus 20 minutes to grill chicken)

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the  
Internet for “metric kitchen.”
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STRAWBERRY- 
BANANA
POPSICLES

kids in the kitchen
family time

Making these popsicles will take a little planning, but 
the outcome will be worth it! Before you get started, use 
a toothpick to write on the bananas secret love notes to 
your children. The message will be nearly invisible at 
first but will show up clearly within a couple of hours. 

Be sure to include your kids in preparing these 
popsicles. They can do several steps themselves with 
just a small amount of guidance.

by Alyson Crockett 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED: 
•  1 lb. strawberries, washed and hulled

• 3 tbsp. sugar, divided into 2 tbsp. and 1 tbsp.

• 1 tbsp. lemon juice

• 2 medium-ripe bananas, mashed

½• 1 c. vanilla yogurt

½• 1 tsp. vanilla extract

• 3- to 5-oz. paper cups

• craft sticks

WHAT YOU’LL DO:  
1.  In a blender or food processor, combine strawberries, 

two tablespoons of sugar, and lemon juice. Blend 
until smooth.

2.  Fill each cup one-third full with the strawberry 
mixture and pour the rest into a bowl. Set aside and 
rinse blender.

3.  In the blender, now combine bananas, yogurt, one 
tablespoon of sugar, and vanilla. Blend until smooth. 
Use this mixture to fill each cup another one-third 
full. The cup should now be two-thirds full.

4.  Pour enough strawberry mixture on top to fill the cup. 

5.  Place cups in freezer for one or two hours or until 
somewhat thickened. Remove from freezer and stick a 
craft stick into each cup. Return to freezer and freeze 
for 4—24 hours, or until completely frozen. Then peel 
off the cup and enjoy!

Yields: (8) 3 oz. or (5) 5 oz. servings
Prep Time: 15 minutes plus freeze time

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the  
Internet for “metric kitchen.”
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conversation starters
family time

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING this month by 
creating some fun times around the dinner table. As you 
gather for a meal, encourage each child to recount his 
day by sharing something funny that happened to him. 
This great icebreaker question will get your child thinking 
about his day.

Get your children thinking by asking, “How 
did you feel loved today?” After each person shares, 
explain that you’d like everyone to think about one more 
question: “How did you show love today?” 

Once your children know that you’ll be asking them 
this question each day, they’ll start to pay more attention 
to and become more aware of their actions and the 
actions of others—especially when it comes to feeling 
loved and giving that love away. 

HOW WAS 
YOUR DAY?
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family time

game timeGIVING HIS 
LOVE AWAY
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family time

game time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• water balloons

• permanent marker

• bucket 

• bat (preferably plastic)

The first half of this game will be together as a family. 
You’ll then have two rounds, one for the younger kids and 
one for the older. 

TIME TO PLAY!
Gather your family and supplies near a hose in your 
yard, a park, or any large, open space. 

The first half of this game, or the setup, will be done 
together. Each water balloon needs to be filled. Take turns 
having each person think of a way that God has filled 
her with His love. You may need to help the little ones 
by giving some examples, such as “I feel filled with God’s 
love because He hears me,” “I feel filled with God’s love 
because He forgives me,” or “I feel filled with God’s love 
because He is with me.” Have an adult use these examples 
to write key words on a balloon. For example, the adult 
might write, “hears me,” “forgives me,” or “with me.” Take 
this time to fill as many balloons as you’d like. Repeating or 
writing a few of the same truths won’t hurt!

YOUNGER:
To start the game with the little ones, have two kids stand  
close together and face each other. (If you have one younger 
child, she can play with an adult.)

Give your child the first water balloon and read what 
it says. Together, think of a way to share that kind of love 
with other people. For example, if the water balloon says, 

“With me,” talk about how awesome it is that God is always 
with us. Then explain that we get the chance to love God’s 
people by spending time with them too! Or, if the balloon 
says, “Forgives me,” talk about how God loves us and forgives 
us when we make mistakes. Then explain how we can do 
that for others too!

With each balloon, play a normal game of Water Balloon 
Toss, with the players trying their best not to let the balloon 
break on the ground.

Play this way for as long as you like, but be sure to save 
some balloons for the older kids!

OLDER:
This round, with your older kids, will be similar to baseball. 
Give your child the bat and have her stand a decent distance 
away from you. It will be your job to pitch the balloon. 

Pick up a balloon, read what it says out loud, and talk 
about how to share that kind of love with others (as you 
did with the younger kids). Once you have an idea, toss the 
balloon to the batter and have her take a swing!

Consider switching things up and having the adult bat and 
the child pitch. It would also be fun for your kids to hear you 
think of ways to share God’s love with others.

Continue playing until you run out of balloons. 

REMEMBER!
God fills us with His love so we can give it away! Encourage 
your children to remember their ideas for giving away God’s 
love to others. But remind them that the best way to give His 
love away is to know that He loved you—and filled you with 
His love—first!

by Heather Kasparian
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family time

god’s word

Just before Jesus began His ministry here on earth, He was baptized 
and then tempted in the wilderness for 40 days. After His time in the 
wilderness, Jesus began traveling from town to town, preaching and 
ministering to people. The Bible tells us that in one town, the people 
“gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even 
outside the door” (Mark 2:2)

What a crowd! But there were four friends determined to get to 
Jesus. These four men had a friend who was paralyzed, which means 
he couldn’t walk on his own. So the friends carried him on a mat. When 
they arrived at the house where Jesus was, it was too crowded to get in 
the door! But they didn’t give up; they thought of a plan. 

Back then, houses had flat roofs made of a straw-and-mud mixture. 
So the men climbed up to the roof, lifted up their friend, and started 
digging a hole in the roof! Everyone in the crowd must have wondered 
what they were doing. When the hole was big enough, the men picked 
up their friend and lowered him into the house. 

When Jesus saw their faith, He turned to the paralyzed man and said, 
“Son, your sins are forgiven” (Mark 2:5). What? “Your sins are forgiven”? 
Why would Jesus say that? That man had come for healing. He wanted 
to walk. Instead, Jesus forgave his sins. 

Pharisees, or religious leaders, were also in the room. They claimed 
to follow the commandments of the Old Testament very closely and 
believed that following the laws would cause God to send His Messiah 
to conquer their enemies. They were so strict about their beliefs that 
they wouldn’t even go near sinners, the sick, or outcasts because they 
didn’t want the sin to rub off on them. 

Needless to say, most Pharisees didn’t like Jesus very much because 
He spent a lot of time with all kinds of people. The Pharisees also 
understood that only God has the authority to forgive sin. So when 
they heard Jesus forgive the paralyzed man of his sins, the Pharisees 
were furious. Because Jesus is God, He knew what they were thinking 
and said, “‘Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, “Your sins are 
forgiven,” or to say, “Get up, take your mat and walk”? But I want you to 
know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.’ So he 
said to the man, ‘I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.’ He got 
up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed 
everyone and they praised God, saying, ‘We have never seen anything 
like this!’” (Mark 2:9–12).

This man’s friends showed a great act of love by bringing him to Jesus. 
Jesus showed the greatest act of love by dying for and forgiving his sins. 

HEAR IT: 
The Bible says, “The punishment that brought us peace 
was on [Jesus], and by his wounds we are healed” 
(Isaiah 53:5).

When Jesus died on the cross, He took the punishment 
for our sins, and when we trust and obey Him, He forgives 
us! Sometimes we try to hide our sin or pretend it doesn’t 
exist, but we still feel the huge weight of sin’s guilt and 
shame. But through Jesus, we don’t have to carry the 
weight of our sin anymore! That’s why Jesus came. That is 
truly giving love away!

DO IT: 
Share an age-appropriate story of a time you experienced 
true forgiveness from God and how free you felt. Remind 
your children that sometimes it can be hard to think 
about and even talk about our sins. But God is good, and 
He will always love us, always listen, and always forgive 
us when we choose to turn away from our sin and ask for 
His forgiveness. 

Share with them that one of the greatest ways to 
show love to others is to share the truth of Jesus’ love 
with them. Explain that the four friends showed love by 
bringing their friend to Jesus, and we can do the same. 
Talk together about people you know who need to know 
Jesus’ love and forgiveness. Then, discuss ways that you 
can share His love with them. 

NO GREATER LOVE
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traditions
family time

As we pulled to a stop on the off-ramp, I heard this 
question from the back seat: “Mommy, why is that man 
holding a sign here every single day? What does it 
say?” So we talked about people asking for money or 
food and the baffling reality to their young minds that 
some people don’t have a house or a car or food.

We also talked about how some of these people 
might act differently and sometimes the things they 
say might not make much sense. As well as I could 
for their ages, I talked with them about how often that 
comes from a lack of human contact, recognition, and 
love. I told my boys how these people probably never 
get hugged and rarely even get eye contact from other 
people. I asked them how they would feel if that were 
the case in their lives.

From that day on, my boys asked me every day if they 
could bring him some food, and they would smile and 
wave out the window as we passed by him. That stirred 
in our family an idea that became tradition for us.

The day before Thanksgiving, our family gathered 
in the kitchen and filled paper sacks with fresh food, 
warm socks, toothbrushes, toothpaste, information for 
the local rescue mission, and notes of encouragement. 
When the bags were ready, we loaded up in our van 

and drove around to the street corners where we saw 
the same people every day. When we saw someone, 
one of us hopped out, looked the person in the eye, 
gave him a word of encouragement, and handed him 
a bag.

We looked for people under bridges and behind 
buildings. We encountered people who got tears in 
their eyes because someone was displaying kindness 
to them, and we encountered people who couldn’t 
understand anything we said. But they could understand 
food and clean socks. And they could understand love 
that required no words at all.

Our kids had an immediate love for these people 
because they had so little. The kids’ joy at giving 
something away and seeing the smiles they received 
in return was infectious. Engaging a people group that 
most of society deems unworthy of even a glance gave 
us a glimpse of how much love we have to give away. 
It made us recognize how easy it is to share love with 
people all around us, even if it’s simply by looking them 
in the eye. God’s love crosses borders, and He has given 
us His love to give away.

by Alissa Goble

LOOK THEM IN 
THE EYE
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family time

worship

I’ve heard countless people say they experienced a previously unparalleled flood of love the 
moment they became a mother or a father. My brother and sister-in-law are expecting their 
first baby, and I know that as they watch her belly grow, their hearts seem to be similarly 
expanding in their capacity to love. 

Remember back to the moment you first held your baby in your arms and how the love you 
felt for that child made your heart swell. Now imagine this: The love you felt in that moment 
is a mere fraction of the love God feels for His Son, Jesus, and for us as His adopted sons 
and daughters. And God’s love is never passive or determined by fleeting emotion. God has 
demonstrated His love in very real, tangible, and powerful ways, and He calls us to do likewise.

This month, set aside some time as a family to read through a few passages of Scripture that 
clearly describe the love God has for us. Remind your family that He put His love on display most 
profoundly in sending Jesus. Read 1 John 3:1; 4:9–10; John 15:9, 13; and Romans 5:8. When Jesus laid down 
His life to save us from our sins and bring us back into a relationship with God, this was the ultimate 
expression of love. The God of the universe gave His only Son for us. 

As you reflect on this truth as a family, ask God how He might be inviting you to respond to His great 
love. Brainstorm ways you can give love greatly this month, first to one another and then to others God 
has placed around you. Ask yourselves these questions: 

How can we make those close to us feel special this month? 

How can we show that we deeply care for them?

Pick a couple specific people to intentionally bless as a family, perhaps in small and simple ways, or 
perhaps even at great cost. Loving others sacrificially reflects the very character of God; it’s an act of 
worship pleasing to Him. 

by Emily Ganzfried

GOD’S LOVE  
DEMONSTRATED
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blessing
family time

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS 
OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

BLESS
Read Luke 10:27 over your child:

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength and with 
all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”

(Child’s name), may you love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your strength and with all your 
mind. May you love your neighbor as yourself.

PRAY
God, help (child’s name) love You with all that 
she is. Thank You for how you love this child. 
Help (child’s name) to give Your love away to 
neighbors, friends, and family. May (child’s name)  
be known for her love for others.

As parents, we always want the best for our 
children. We want them to grow up strong and 
healthy. We want them to be well educated and to 
have good friends. We look forward to their future 
and all the things they could be when they grow up. 
These are good dreams, but should we be dreaming 
of more for our children?

Jesus tells us that the greatest commandment 
is to love God and the second is to love our 
neighbors as ourselves (Mark 12:29–31). Does this 
give you a new dream for your child? What would 
it look like to pray daily that your child would 
be marked by love? That your child would be 
known for loving God and loving others? Imagine 
the difference your child could make if she was 
committed to do everything in love. As you pray 
this blessing over your child, pray boldly that God 
would bless your child with a deep ability to love.

by Krista Heinen
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taking action
family time

A few years ago, Josie Guth, director of the Care Center 
at Willow Creek Community Church of South Barrington, 
Illinois, met a woman named Melinda. Melinda had come for 
groceries and was going through a difficult time as she battled 
cancer. Josie prayed for her and wished she could do more. 
She wondered, “Does a bag of groceries and a prayer at the 
car really help Melinda get out of her current situation?” Josie 
and her team began to dream of broadening the Care Center’s 
immediate relief services and adding long-term solutions to help 
address the underlying causes of poverty.  

The expanded Care Center opened its doors just over a 
year ago. It gives thousands of local families access to a grocery 
store-styled food pantry, car repair, children’s clothing, dental- 
and eye-care clinics, legal assistance, help finding employment, 
and much more.

THE CARE 
CENTER
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taking action
family time

TAKING ACTION TELLS THE STORIES 
OF ORDINARY PEOPLE WHO SAW 

INJUSTICES IN THE WORLD AND DECIDED 
TO DO SOMETHING ABOUT THEM.

“ LET MY HEART 
BE BROKEN BY 
THE THINGS 
THAT BREAK THE 
HEART OF GOD.”   

    BOB PIERCE  
(FOUNDER OF WORLD VISION)

The Care Center’s mission is to fight poverty and 
injustice so that lives are transformed and Jesus is 
known. This is lived out by ordinary people who share 
the hope and love of Christ while meeting basic needs 
and offering long-term solutions that empower people to 
achieve a more stable future—all the while discovering the 
redemptive love of Jesus.

What makes this place so special? One person shared, 
“There is just something different about this place. I feel like 
I am seen, heard, valued, and treated like a person rather 
than a problem.”

The Care Center treats all people with dignity and 
respect, regardless of their ethnic, economic, legal, or 
religious status. People who receive services at the center 
even get the opportunity to donate funds to help pay for 
those services. They’re not just receiving help—they’re 
helping others. And all of the funds collected go into a 
benevolence fund that helps those who can’t pay at all. 

More than 2,000 people consistently volunteer to serve 
their local community. That number includes many whose 
lives have been transformed through the center.

It takes ordinary people like you and me to care about 
the needs of those in our community. God clearly asks us 
to care for the poor and brokenhearted, and we, as Christ 
followers, have a great opportunity to show those around 
us the practical and tangible love of Jesus by meeting their 
needs during crisis.

But the goal of the Care Center isn’t just to meet a 
one-time need; it’s to walk with each person who comes 
through the door and help him or her through a process 
of transformation. The volunteers of the Care Center 
believe transformation occurs in the hearts of those serving 
and being served as God redeems hurting people and 
broken situations.  

SOME GREAT QUESTIONS TO 
PONDER WITH YOUR CHILDREN:
1.  How can we, as a family, practice this kind of love and 

respect in our own communities?  

2.  What are the needs of those in our neighborhoods?  

3.  What are the needs of those in our schools and churches?  

Ask God to show you how you can be used to meet 
the practical needs of those who are poor and broken-
hearted in your life. As Christ followers, we want to be 
known for providing an opportunity for a fresh start and 
as a place where people can experience respect and 
hope and life with Jesus. That is happening at the Care 
Center, and it can happen where you are at too!

by Sarah Carter

To learn more about the Care Center, visit 
www.willowcreekcarecenter.org.
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global
family time

DID YOU KNOW? 

•  In Uzbekistan, handshakes are only acceptable if performed 
between two men.

•  To greet an Uzbek woman, you would place your right hand 
over your heart and bow.

Where in the World Is ...
UZBEKISTAN

To talk to your friends in Uzbekistan, you would speak Uzbek.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN UZBEK, YOU WOULD SAY,  

“SALOM”
(PRONOUNCED SA-LOM)

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

N

S
EW

Uzbekistan is a land-locked country in 
central Asia located between Kazakhstan and 
Turkmenistan. It covers 172,742 square miles. 
Uzbekistan shares boundaries with Kazakhstan 
on the north, Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan on the 
east, and Afghanistan and Turkmenistan on 
the south. 

Uzbekistan declared independence from the Soviet Union in 1991. 
Large oil and gas reserves make it self-sufficient when it comes 
to energy. Uzbekistan is one of the top ten gold producers in the 
world and one of the top five cotton producers in the world. In 2001, 
Uzbekistan provided the United States and the United Kingdom 
with a base from which to fight against Taliban and al Qaeda 
forces in neighboring Afghanistan. Uzbekistan became the United 
States’ main regional partner in the war on terror.

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF UZBEKISTAN,  

LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

More than 29 million people call Uzbekistan 
their home. 

If you lived in Uzbekistan, you would eat a lot 
of bread and noodles. One popular dish is 
palov, which is typically made with rice, pieces 
of meat, grated carrots, and onions.  

If you went to religious services in Uzbekistan, 
you would most likely go to an Islamic mosque.

POPULATION: 
29,053,878

LANGUAGE:
Uzbek

RELIGION:
93.6% Muslim
5% Christian
0.3% Judaism
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inspire:
PARENTING STORIES AND DEVOTIONS 
TO SPUR YOU ON AND MOTIVATE YOU 
AS YOU SPIRITUALLY PARENT YOUR 
CHILDREN.

equip:
RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU AS YOU 
NAVIGATE THROUGH TOUGH AGES 
AND TOUGH TOPICS.

support:
WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO 
PROMOTE HEALTHY MARRIAGES AND 
ANSWER YOUR SPIRITUAL PARENTING 
AND SPIRITUAL GRANDPARENTING 
QUESTIONS. 
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

MORE >>

AND A CHILD WILL LEAD THEM
by Alyson Crockett | August 2014

www.homefrontmag.com

It was dinnertime, and our family was heading off to a local fast-food chain. That particular evening, the 
restaurant was hosting a donation drive for a nonprofit organization. Those who brought items to donate 
would be given free-meal coupons. As a thrifty parent, I was eager to take part in the offer—and, if I’m 
being honest, I was pretty pleased with this parenting “win” moment. My family was “doing good,” and 
we would get a free meal in the process. Good for everyone, right?

We arrived at the restaurant, our arms laden with the items we were donating. As we walked toward the 
entrance, my daughter began to fall behind a bit from the rest of the family. Her gaze fell on a homeless 
woman who was sitting outside the building and asking for change. “Walk faster,” I whispered in her ear, 
eager to get inside before the rest of the “do-gooders” arrived. After all, I wouldn’t want them to run out 
of free meals before we had a chance to give our donations. I quickly scooted my daughter past this 
woman and in through the restaurant doors.

After collecting our free-meal coupons, we found a booth near the window to sit at. I used the few 
minutes we sat waiting for our meals to verbally pat our family on the back. I asked them how they 
felt after donating items to a good cause. My daughter just shrugged unenthusiastically and looked 
out the window. 
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

The homeless woman we had passed earlier began to stir outside. I watched my daughter’s eyes follow 
her as she walked inside the restaurant, asked the manager for food, and placed a few coins on the 
counter. “I’m sorry,” he said as he looked at the counter in front of him. “You don’t have enough”.

My daughter suddenly perked up. She grabbed one of the meal coupons from our table and approached 
the woman. “You can have this meal coupon if you want,” she said. “My family is already eating, and 
we don’t need it.” She made direct eye contact with the woman, and the woman smiled in return. She 
took the coupon from my daughter’s hand, walked to the counter, and ordered her meal, confidently 
handing over the coupon as a form of payment. Before leaving, she turned, smiled again, and nodded 
in our direction as my daughter waved good-bye. 

I was, frankly, amazed. In that moment, my daughter had the capacity to do something that had never 
crossed my mind. While I was busy pushing past this woman so I could drop a few cans in a donation 
bin and feel better about myself, my daughter saw the value in reaching out to someone right in front 
of us. Though my daughter had never met the woman, she loved the woman enough to be moved by 
her personal situation and provide for her physical needs. But more amazing to me is that my daughter 
respected the woman’s personhood enough to look her directly in the eye and address her personally.  

So many times, we say we love those around us, but there is an absence of respect. We avert our eyes, 
pity those we see struggling, and shake our heads at those who don’t meet our standards. We forget 
that those around us carry the fingerprint of God in the same way we do. Love and respect must always 
go hand in hand.

www.homefrontmag.com
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tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re attempting to 
teach your children, use repetition! 

These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up. 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7

lie down

sit a
t home

along the road

get up

along the roadalong the road          This month, as you drive along the road, sing this rhyme to the 
tune of “Three Blind Mice.” As you’re out and about, take time  to point out age-
appropriate examples of how your preschooler can show God’s love to others.

Listen here when viewing on HomeFrontMag.com!

Give our love away 
Give our love away
To see the world change 
To see the world change

We can make a better place
That’s filled with God’s love and grace

(If we) give our love away
Give our love away

by Jeff Fernandez



LOVE AND RESPECT | HomeFrontMag.com31

tough topics
equip

Growing up, one of the most repeated phrases I heard 
from my father usually came after my brother David and 
I had gotten into a doozy of a fight. 

“David doesn’t cause you to be the way you are; he 
reveals the way you are,” my father would say. 

I hated hearing that, and my young mind (and often 
my mouth) screamed, “No! David made me do it!” 

Don’t discount the comprehension level of your 
children. I eventually did come to understand that I 
was responsible for my actions, regardless of what my 
brothers did or didn’t do that upset me. As my father 
also said, “Your response is your responsibility.” 

It’s up to parents to create an environment in 
which their children feel defended and know justice 
will be served. Kids can feel more relaxed when it’s 
communicated to them that David—uh, the child in the 
wrong—will have to pay for his crime. But the bigger life 
lesson comes when the parent can say, “Yes, I will take 
care of (child’s name); he/she was wrong. But even when 
you’re in the right, you can still be wrong.” 

I have always been a justice-oriented person, so as 
a child it was vital for my maturity that I learn to take 
responsibility for my actions and responses, even when 
life felt unfair.   

Today, my father, Emerson Eggerichs, still uses these 
phrases as he and my mother speak to thousands of 
people at the Love and Respect marriage conferences 
(loveandrespect.com). 

Fighting Siblings: 

FOLLOW GOD’S  
EXAMPLE, THEREFORE, 
AS DEARLY LOVED 
CHILDREN AND WALK 
IN THE WAY OF LOVE, 
JUST AS CHRIST 
LOVED US AND GAVE 
HIMSELF UP FOR US. 
EPHESIANS 5:1–2

ARE YOU A SKUNK OR A ROSE?

He says, “What will your spouse reveal about who you are 
inside? When pressure is placed on a rose, there is an aroma 
that is released. When pressure is put on a skunk …”

You get the idea. 

If you help your children realize, at a young age, that 
people will, in fact, hurt them and life will be unfair, 
then it becomes a beautiful lesson for families to discuss 
what kind of aroma they want to be in the world. And a 
good place to start practicing these things is inside the 
home with our (sometimes) smelly siblings. 

by Joy Eggerichs, creator of

Ask Questions. Get Answers. Together.

loveandrespectnow.com/theilluminationproject
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the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)

P arenting would be really easy if it weren’t for the kids! 
My “dad skills” really aren’t put to the test until my  
middle-schooler does something quintessentially middle 

school-ish. My responses to the ridiculous things my kids do range 
from anger to laughter to disbelief. I think that’s why comedian (and 
father) Brian Regan says he was surprised by “an actual sentence 
I had to put together and aim at another member of our species.”

I’m at a stage of life right now where my four kids represent four 
different developmental levels (high school, middle school, elementary 
school, and preschool). I’m in this parenting thing up to my eyeballs. I’d 
like to pretend that my parenting reaction to them always demonstrates 
love and respect. It doesn’t. My guess? Neither does yours. 

There is some good news when it comes to our imperfections as 
parents. We can help our kids understand and embrace love and 
respect even when our first reaction isn’t our best reaction. 

Love ultimately comes from God because God is love (1 John 4:8). 
Love is meant to be given and received. That sounds so nice and 
sweet, but working it into my everyday life is quite another story. 
If love is meant to be given and received, that means that it is a 
real-life exchange between imperfect people. How do you identify  
when someone has given you love? How do you know when you’ve 
given it to someone else? More to the point: How do I help my kids 
know this? It starts with knowing what love is and what it is not.  
First Corinthians 13 helps us out a bit with some descriptions: 

LOVE IS: PATIENT, KIND, PROTECTING, TRUSTING, 
HOPEFUL, PERSEVERING, TRUTHFUL. 

 LOVE IS NOT: ENVIOUS, BOASTFUL, 
PRIDEFUL, DISHONORING, SELFISH, EASILY 

ANGERED, UNFORGIVING, EVIL. 

what is 
love? by Eric Ferris
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the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)

EXAMPLES FROM MY HOUSE 
If my son is being patient with the three year old, then he’s 
giving love, and the three year old is receiving love. If my 
daughter tells me the truth about something she did wrong, 
then she’s giving me love, and I am receiving love. Now 
here comes the uncomfortable part. When I’m yelling at my 
kids, it’s normally not because they deserve it. It’s normally 

because of my selfishness (I don’t want to deal with this right 
now), impatience (because I don’t want to deal with this 
right now), or anger (because I don’t want to deal with this 
right now!). This dishonors my kids, and I’m not modeling 
love well in those moments. 

You probably have a lot more good parenting moments than 
you give yourself credit for. Keep modeling love for your 
kids because they’re catching it even when you don’t think 
they’re watching. But, in those moments when you don’t do 
so well, it’s best to just go ahead and own it. Tell your kids 
that what you did was “not loving” because … (add one or 

a few words from the descriptions from 1 Corinthians 13 to 
finish your sentence). These really quick conversations turn 
a negative into a positive by helping your kids identify what 
love is and isn’t in everyday, real life. Middle-school kids 
are at a great age for these quick conversations. Own it, 
describe it, and move on. 

MAKING A POSITIVE OUT OF A NEGATIVE 

MAYBE TOGETHER WE CAN RAISE A 
NEXT GENERATION THAT KNOWS 
WHAT LOVE REALLY LOOKS LIKE.
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marriage
support

My husband and I have gone through some very real 
struggles in the past few years. We moved away from 
our hometown of over 20 years for my husband to take a 
new position in a new career. Honestly, I wasn’t a fan of 
the decision. I struggled to be supportive of our new life 
but was seeking God’s strength to make it work. I resented 
having to leave my family, home, friends, and job … and this 
resentment made a “crack” in my spiritual armor where 
Satan could begin his deception.

My new job and my husband’s new job were more 
demanding than we realized. Our schedules and traveling 
kept us away from each other for weeks at a time. I also 
suffered a horrible accident shortly after our transition 
and was now in recovery. This recovery, and the medical 
attention I needed, had to be done five hours from where 
my husband needed to be for his work. Again, more 
resentment crept into my heart as I endured this challenge, 
largely away from the comfort of our marriage.

My husband was also feeling neglected. I wasn’t there to 
help him in his new responsibilities and offer the support I 
had given him as his wife for almost 23 years. 

Trying to be brave, we just put our heads down and 
tried to get through it. I think we didn’t really try to get help 
or wisdom from God or those around us because, again, we 
deceived ourselves into thinking that “this too shall pass.” If 
we ignored it, maybe it would just go away. 

The problem with this idea is that resentment, bitterness, 
and feelings of neglect rarely just go away on their own. 
This is why we are cautioned in the Bible to “see to it that 
no one falls short of the grace of God and that no bitter root 
grows up to cause trouble and defile many” (Hebrews 12:15).

Ah, the dreaded bitter root. At first, bitterness is just that: a 
root. It’s underground, and no one can see it. Most of the time 
we barely know that it is there. It lies undetected, storing up 
energy and strength, waiting for its moment to unleash itself. 

a new season 
of love AND 
respect
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By the time it forces itself through the soil and makes itself 
known, it is fully mature and ready to bear fruit. And yet, the 
fruit of bitterness is no delicacy at all. It is vile in every way. 

One day, this bitter fruit forced itself into our marriage. 
It seemed that my root had made its grand appearance 
without warning. Neither I nor my husband had seen it 
coming. I had become convinced that we needed some 
time to “figure things out.” This was code for me wanting a 
little distance. I knew in my heart that I desperately loved 
and respected my husband, but I was hurting—and the 
enemy was whispering to me that some time away would 
stop the hurting. But the enemy is a liar.

Instead, my husband and I wept together. We sat in our 
living room for six hours just talking, crying, and sharing 
our hearts. God was present, and His power and love for 
us was far greater than that of the grotesque imposter who 
had been lying to me. God’s grace met us there in that 
room that day. His truth made everything crystal clear to 

me. It was as if I had been under the influence of something 
and had now become sober.

I loved my husband deeply, and instead of giving up or 
going away, God was showering me with His love so my 
husband and I could forgive, receive forgiveness, and join 
together. We decided to make some big changes that day, 
including some changes God instigated and made for us. 

We are no longer going in two different directions but 
are learning afresh how to be “one” and do every aspect 
of life together in joy. We just finished celebrating our 25th 
wedding anniversary and are learning to love and respect 
each other in a new season of life. I can say victoriously 
and with confidence that God is indeed bigger and more 
powerful than any crafty scheme of the enemy when we 
surrender our bitterness in order to embrace His love. 

(excerpt from Becoming a Spiritually Formed Family: 
Avoiding the Six Dysfunctions of Parenting by Michelle 
Anthony—scheduled release January 2015)
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spiritual parenting
support

michelle

 anthony
INBOX W/

Q: 

I did not grow up in a home where I was ever told that 
I was loved, even though I believe my parents did their 
best. I would like to offer a different type of environment 
for my children. Do you feel this is possible?

A: 

Many of us were raised by parents who offered authentic 
love. The Greek word for this is agape—a love that is 
unconditional, self-sacrificing, and active. This kind of love 
is divine. Others of us were raised in homes where we were 
told we were loved but were neglected instead. As children, 
this would have been very confusing for us—to hear one 
thing but experience another. 

Still others of us, out of our love for our parents (who 
might not have been capable of agape love at the time), 
had to become the caregivers. Finally, some of us may have 
been raised in homes where words of love were rarely, if 
ever, uttered. We may have known it was there (or not), but 
it would have made all the difference to have heard those 
words spoken. 

Childhood wounds of love run deep. They run so deep 
that we inadvertently pass them on from generation to 
generation unless we are diligent to unpack the heritage 
we have been given, take assessment, and allow God to 
create a different future through us. 

Take a moment to reflect on the love in your home of origin. 
Whether you had a home full of love or whether you did not, 
you can experience God’s love and learn from it. You can 
receive the love that God wants you to offer to your children. 

Q: 

I am struggling with my teenage daughter: She is 
very disrespectful to me. I feel like our home is a 
war zone at times and is no longer filled with love. 
How can I turn this around?

A: 
We should show it first and expect it next. So many 
parents complain to me about their disrespectful 
teenagers as they try to demand and command respect 
from the very children to whom they didn’t give respect 
in the early years.

Now, if you have older children, and you failed in 
love and respect in the early years, you can begin today 
by sitting down and having this conversation with your 
older child or teenager:

“You know, I’ve been thinking about the way our 
relationship has been going for the last few years. I 
haven’t always treated you with respect, and I want to 
change that. God has placed this on my heart, and I 
want to treat you with the respect you deserve because 
you were created by God and for His pleasure. 

“Will you tell me the kinds of things that I do or say 
to you that make you feel disrespected? Because I want 
to change those. I want to improve in those areas. And 
if you can’t think of them right now, and I do something 
in the future that makes you feel disrespected, will you 
respectfully tell me that?

“Now, you’re not in charge, and I am still the parent, 
so there might be things that you feel are disrespectful 
but they’re not, so we’ll have to have a conversation 
about those in order to determine which are which. Is 
that fair? I love you, and I want to love and respect you 
the way God does so that I accurately reflect His love 
to you.”

You can start creating a new environment. You can set 
out on a new path and show your children the respect 
they need. Show it first and expect it next. 
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spiritual grandparenting
support

Born to 40-year-old parents, I was a “late in life” kid, so 
being a young mom and then a young grandma was 
attractive to me. As soon as my four children started 
having kids, I was sure I wanted to play a major part in 
the lives of my grandchildren. I wanted to be “all in” and 
always available for the hard stuff and the fun stuff.

But, like so many stages in life, this journey didn’t 
turn out as I had anticipated. I have three daughters, 
and two of them had children within the first years of 
marriage. My remaining daughter didn’t have the same 
experience. Fortunately, her desire to be a mom was 
so great that she refused to dwell on the fact that it 
wouldn’t happen the way she had expected it to. After 
several years, she and her husband began to look into 
foster care and adoption. 

Few people understand that foster parents need 
the same amount of support as parents going 
through a live birth. The foster child’s arrival can be 
a very trying time as the parents celebrate the child’s 
presence in the home while never knowing how long 
their time with that child will last. Most parents have 
nine months to plan and prepare to bring a new child 
into their home. My daughter had just one day—the 
day their first foster child was brought to their house. 
Unfortunately, this first child was with them for only 
two days. It was so painful for all of us to watch as they 
came to take the child away, but that is just one of the 
unique challenges faced by foster parents everywhere.  

I have worked to love and support my daughter as 
she has gone through the process of adopting two 
foster children. One of the best ways I can support her 
is by loving her children the same as all of my biological 
grandchildren. As a family, we had to decide that we 
were not going to stay detached from these kids because 
they were not biological, but instead we were going to 
love any child that was placed into our homes. I made 
a conscious decision that as soon as a child was in my 
daughter’s home, he became my grandchild. My journey 
has taught me that love is an intentional action. I have 
learned to intentionally love each grandchild no matter 
how she arrived in my family. 

All in

I am so blessed to have a daughter and son-in-law who are 
committed to making a difference in the world. My daughter 
did not let her desire to have biological children interfere with 
her willingness to reach out to those hurting in our community. 
Three years ago, she received her second foster child, a 
beautiful six-month-old girl, a child who was developmentally 
delayed and afraid of excessive noise. I’ve been amazed by how 
she has grown in the last three years. It was a joy to recently 
watch this same little girl who couldn’t hold up her head when 
she arrived now dance in a recital. She has become our family’s 
own redemption story. 

The biggest thing I’ve learned through these experiences is to 
be all in. My advice is not to let your preconceived ideas, fears, 
or prejudices interfere with the opportunity to accept fostered 
or adopted kids into your family structure. One of my greatest 
delights is to watch all of my grandchildren, biological and adopted, 
interact with and love one another. I see this process as something 
that God calls us to as Christians. Even when things don’t turn out 
the way we expected, we are called to step into the brokenness 
and bring light and love into dark places. 

The story of Jan Keddie (Waukesha, Wisconsin) retold by Krista Heinen
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how I 
have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is creating a 
unique story that deserves to be told for His glory.

“God’s family cares for 
each other and worships 
God together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights 
who we are in Christ. According 
to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, 
sealed, and given an inheritance 
in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction 
allows children to stand firm 
against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate a 
sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger than 
one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ followers we are to view our lives as living sacrifices 
that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their comfort 

zones from an early age, they learn to experience a 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and strengthen 
them beyond their natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will cultivate a generation 
that, instead of seeking comfort, seeks a radical life of 
faith in Christ. 

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

“Asks the 
question, ‘What 

needs to be 
done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

1

4

5

2

3
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the direct 

opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, and a 
vision of a corrected path for the individual with the purpose of 
healing at its core.  

   Love and Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s grace. 
Key to this environment is the value that children are respected 
because they embody the image of God. We must speak to them, 
not at them, and we must commit to an environment where love 
and acceptance are never withheld due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually 
lost. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this environment to 
allow each child to understand that 
God has entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and being 

known by God. We live in a world that denies absolute truth, but 
God’s Word offers just that. As we create an environment that 
upholds and displays God’s truth, we give children a foundation 
based on knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, yet He has chosen to make Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”

8

9

10

76
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THE NEW

VISUAL  WORSHIP
HOME@

$67.99  

VOLUMES 1–6 
BUNDLE SALE!

  $14.99  

LIMITED TIME

FOR 1

PERFECT FOR 
PERSONAL OR 
HOME GROUP 
SETTINGS

Experience the sights and sounds of worship at home.

MAJOR BUNDLE SALE:
INTEGRITYMUSICDIRECT.COM 

/SPECIALS

Here I Am to Worship
How Great Thou Art
Overcome
Revelation Song
Your Great Name
and many more …

inspiring lyric videos  
included in bundle:60
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