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LEARNING TO SERVE

Design, Layout, and Photography by the Stanton Agency (joel@stantonagency.com)

The environment of SERVING encourages a posture of the heart that asks the question, “What 
needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate a sensitivity to others and reminds us 
that we’re called to a cause bigger than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that, as 
followers of Jesus, we’re to view our lives as living sacrifices we generously give away! 

“What needs to be done?” What if you and I and our kids walked into every situation, with 
every person, and simply asked this question? Somebody’s crying. What needs to be done? Does 
she need to be left alone? Does she need to be hugged? Does she need to talk to someone? 
Does she need someone to pray for her?

Out of my own selfishness, I don’t always want to answer that question the way I know the 
Holy Spirit wants me to. But when we hear it and respond to it, we enter a  very rich environment 
that enables us to lead an others-centered life. What might it look like if we started pursuing this 
posture with our children from an early age … teaching them to walk into any situation asking, 
“What needs to be done?” Wow—we’d live in a different world!

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual 
growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct 
environments to create in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, which we refer 
to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Michelle Anthony
Family Ministry Architect

David C Cook

 Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

I’m an elementary teacher in public school. I’m also a Peer Assistance 
Leadership (palusa.org) advisor on our campus. The PAL program 
focuses on the philosophy of students helping students.

Each year, we choose a theme to help guide our school year. After 
reading Spiritual Parenting by Michelle Anthony, I was especially 
inspired by the chapter on the environment of SERVING and the 
question, “What needs to be done?” I knew it would be a perfect 
theme for the year, even in a public school setting. I began to ask 
myself, “What if we had a generation of young children asking that 
question at any given moment? How would our lives look different?”  

I gave each student a journal with “What needs to be done?” 
on the cover. I hoped this question would act as a daily reminder 
for the students. I also encouraged them to write what happened 
when they responded to the question. 

The stories that started coming in astonished me. Students 
told of helping the elderly in grocery stores and asking lonely 
children to play during recess. After the kids shared these stories, 
we engaged in authentic and meaningful conversations.

One fourth-grade girl shared a story of noticing the dishes 
needing to be done at home. When asked what happened next, 
the young girl sat quietly for a second and, with a smile, said, “Well, 

editor’s choice

my mom wasn’t as stressed, and she was able to spend time just 
hanging that night. It was really nice.” They spent time together 
because the girl simply responded to a need. 

As the school year came to an end, I encouraged the PAL 
students to write letters of advice to future members. As I read 
through the letters, I was in awe of the students’ heartfelt advice: 
To be a good member of PAL, you must always be looking for 
what needs to be done. 

I’m eager to see the results next year when even more students 
hear and respond to the question, “What needs to be done?”

by Molli Patterson
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EDITOR’S NOTE
This month we challenged our writers to 
consider the question, “What if?” It became 
the reoccurring theme throughout each 
article. It’s a thought-provoking question that 
painted a picture of the myriad opportunities 
that God gives us each day as a way to show 
His love to others. 

What if God called your family of six to Lima, 
Peru, to empower women living in poverty? 
He did exactly that with the Goodfellow 
family, and you can read about their journey 
in the EVERYDAY PARENT BLOG (page 26). 
What if worship looked like giving up your 
snack? This month’s WORSHIP article (page 
20) answers that question as it explains that 
when we give to others, we’re giving to God. 

TRADITIONS (page 19) this month focuses 
on giving rather than receiving. It will challenge 
you to ask, “What if we used our birthdays 
as ways to serve others?” And SPIRITUAL 
GRANDPARENTING (page 34) reminds us 
it’s never too late to cultivate a servant’s heart 
in our grandchildren, even through something 
as simple as bringing water to a mail carrier.  

Asking our families “What if?” becomes 
a thought-provoking way to ignite the 
compassion instilled by God in our hearts.  
Compassion literally means a feeling of 
sympathy and sorrow for another with a 
strong desire to alleviate the suffering. 

What if we entered every situation on the 
lookout for how God might call us to respond? 
What if we put our needs on the back burner 
and put the needs of others first? What if we 
viewed our lives as living sacrifices that we 
can give away? Our hope and prayer is that 
this issue of HomeFront will dare you to do 
exactly that!

Debbie Guinn
Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

Loving HomeFront?

Let’s Be Social!

Did you know that you will soon  
be able to subscribe to HomeFront 

as a printed monthly resource?  
Sign up for notification at

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

homefrontmag.com/subscription
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not necessarily 
transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words 
who transforms. We come to know God more 
when we’re willing to open our hearts and 
listen to His Holy Spirit through the words we 
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think 
of creative ways to invite your family to open 
up to God as they commit the verse to memory.

FAMILY VERSE

Remember to have fun! Strive to make 
each gathering unique to your own 
family as you enjoy spending time 

with God and each other.

3

Look through HomeFront and see 
what stands out. Choose two or 

three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times 
each week. Don’t feel burdened to 
complete all the activities at once, 
but carefully select which ones will 
fit your family best. This resource 
provides your family with more 

than enough experiences to create 
transforming environments in your 

home throughout the month.

2

1
Start by deciding on a day and time 
that work well for your entire family. 
It can be an evening, afternoon, or 
morning. Just commit to building 

this time into your family’s natural 
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this 

time around a meal.

ONE
TWO

THREE

HOW TO USE 
FAMILY TIME ...

It’s as easy as

FAMILY TIME

Family Time
ideas!
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family time

capturing the season

bring the
  outside in
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family time

capturing the season

The warm weather of summer creates the perfect environment to 
get outside and ask, “What needs to be done?” Needs are all around 
us, but we need to slow down long enough to allow God to direct us 
and show us how our unique talents and gifts can meet those needs. 
What if when we walked outside of our homes, we entered every 
situation on the lookout for what God has for us to do? 

Allow these beautiful framed flowers, which come from the 
outside, to remind you that a mission field lies just beyond the walls 
of your home.

by Debbie Guinn 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• frames (you can use one for the entire family or one  
for each family member)

• twine

• several small bottles and jars 

bring the
  outside in

WHAT YOU’LL DO:
1.  Lay the frame flat on the ground. 

2.  Inside the frame, line up the bottles and jars. 

3.  Wrap a piece of twine around the top of the frame and then 
around one of the jars or bottles. When the frame is on the wall, 
the bottle or jar should hang inside the frame.

4.  Repeat with the rest of the bottles or jars. 

5.  Hang the frame inside your home. 

6.  Fill the containers with water and find some beautiful summer 
flowers to place in each one.
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family time

storytelling

Emerson was six years old when, one night, he told his mom that 
he dreamed of helping kids in Africa. Emerson had been waiting 
for his adopted brother to come home from Ghana, a country in 
Africa, for almost four years, and during that time he’d learned a lot 
about the needs of children there. He knew that many of the children 
didn’t have safe places to sleep at night or schools in which to learn 
each day. Most of the kids, in fact, only ate one meal a day. He also 
knew that in some parts of Ghana, kids were actually sold to work for 
local fishermen as slaves! The fishermen made the kids spend their 
days working and fishing without pay. They had to clean fishing nets 
instead of going to school. And many kids didn’t have a mother or a 
father tucking them into a warm bed at night. They were alone and 
had no one to speak up for them.

Emerson felt a stirring in his heart as Holy Spirit whispered to 
him and asked him to help. He looked at the problem and asked the 
question, “What needs to be done?” These kids needed someone 
brave and loving to speak up for them and help them live better 
lives and have better futures. They needed someone to tell them 
that God loves them and wants good things for them. Emerson and 
his parents discovered a great nonprofit that was working to free 
the child slaves and provide safe homes and schools for them. They 
decided to support the nonprofit and invite others to do the same.

Emerson thought, If my friends knew about the needs of these 
kids, they would do something about it. So he set out to tell people 
about these children in Ghana. He created a video and a website 
that told about the needs, and he invited his friends and family to 
help. Emerson and his parents were amazed by how many people 

Parents, what if we paid attention to the Holy Spirit’s stirrings 
in our hearts? What if we asked God to show us the needs 
of His creation? As parents, we come to that moment when 
we realize that our kids are their own little kingdom-builders 
with their own dreams and ways of connecting with God. It’s 
amazing and humbling to see that the same God who speaks 
to us speaks to them. What if we paid closer attention to the 
stirrings happening in their hearts? What if we found ways to 
empower them to respond to the Spirit?  

made the choice to stand up for these kids and help. 
People donated more than $1,000 dollars in just two days! 
Emerson’s kindergarten class also wrote letters to the 
children who’d been rescued—letters to encourage them. 
New friendships were formed across the world!

Emerson and his community learned to look at the 
needs around them in a new way. They began to ask 
the Holy Spirit to show them how they could join with 
God to ensure that every single person on the planet 
knew of His love for them. By caring for the needs of 
others, no matter how different the people may have 
been, Emerson learned that God loves each of us the 
same. And by paying attention to that stirring in his 
heart to stand up for the children in Ghana, Emerson 
was working with God to love them.

To find out more and follow Emerson’s journey, go to 
www.everysolematters.com.

by Sarah Carter
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create
family time

This month’s Family Verse, Matthew 5:16, 
reminds us that when we serve, others are 
watching. We can put our good deeds on 
display and glorify God when we answer the 
question, “What needs to be done?” What if 
we chose to let our light shine before others 
in this way in every situation we entered?

As a family, talk through some ways you 
can “let your light shine.” Then allow each 
family member to create a candle to tangibly 
remind her that serving others allows our 
light to shine brightly in this world. 

by Debbie Guinn

let
your
light
shine

IN THE SAME WAY, LET YOUR LIGHT SHINE BEFORE OTHERS, THAT THEY MAY SEE YOUR 
GOOD DEEDS AND GLORIFY YOUR FATHER IN HEAVEN.  MATTHEW 5:16

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
•  white candles in tall, clear, glasses (1 for 

each family member—you’ll find these at 
most dollar stores and some grocery stores) 

• Mod Podge

• paintbrush

•  copy of Family Verse (1 for each family 
member—see page 37)

• ribbon, twine, or fabric strips (optional)

WHAT YOU’LL DO:
1.  Paint the back of the Family Verse with the 

Mod Podge and stick it to the candle.

2.  Use more Mod Podge to paint over the 
top of the verse and be sure to coat it 
well.

3.  Allow it to dry completely. Don’t worry—it 
will dry clear!

•4.  Optional: Wrap the candle with ribbon, 
twine, or fabric strips.
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family time

prayer

To me, the concept of serving can sometimes feel overwhelming. 
When I look around the world, I see that there’s just so much that 
needs to be done! We live in a world that is broken and not the way 
God intended it to be, and because of this the needs around us 
are plentiful. What gives me hope is the fact that when it comes to 
serving, God never asks one person to do everything. Instead, He has 
wired each of us to do something.

In the New Testament, Paul often speaks of Christians as the 
“body of Christ” (see especially 1 Corinthians 12:12–27). Paul uses the 
metaphor of a human body to show that, in the church, we’re united 
in Christ but called to serve in different roles. When we each play our 
part, the church can best fulfill God’s purposes for it in the world.
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family time

prayer

This month, pray and brainstorm as a family about where 
God might be calling you to serve. Open your time together by 
pondering this question: What if God is calling our family to serve 
the church and the world in specific ways? Ask God to reveal to 
you how He might be inviting you to step out and serve. Ask Him to 
confirm the areas in which He already has you serving. 

Then spend some time answering these two questions: How 
has God made us? Where has God placed us? Begin with the first 
question and brainstorm each family member’s strengths, passions, 
and personality—and how God might use these things to serve or 
bless others. If it’s helpful, write some of your answers as you go. As 
you begin to process the second question, try to think in categories. 

In what places has God strategically stationed you right now? Think 
about your city, schools, neighborhood, sports teams—and don’t 
forget your church! How might God want to use your family to serve 
in these various places? 

Remember, there is no one-size-fits-all answer to where or how 
you should serve. God uniquely wires each person to serve in 
different ways. Let’s ask Him to show us how He’s made us and 
where He’s placed us to serve in each season of life. 

by Emily Ganzfried
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be the change   
   breakfast bake
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WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
•  1 (16 oz.) package frozen hash browns

•  8 eggs

•  1 (5 oz.) can evaporated milk

•  2 c. grated cheese (choose your favorite)

•  salt and pepper 

•  oil to grease the pan

•  Your family’s favorite add-ins, such as: 

diced tomatoes • pico de gallo • onions 
artichoke hearts • mushrooms • crumbled 
bacon • chunks of ham

WHAT YOU’LL DO:
1. Grease a 9” x 13” baking dish.

2. Line bottom with hash browns.

3. Beat eggs and evaporated milk.

4. Pour egg mixture over hash browns.

5. Add salt and pepper as desired.

6.  Add cooked meat and veggies of your 
choice.

7. Sprinkle grated cheese on top.

8.  Cover and refrigerate overnight (optional).

9. Bake at 375 degrees F for 45 minutes.

10. Enjoy!

family time recipe
family time

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search  
the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

We often hear that breakfast is the most 
important meal of the day. And while 
adults need to eat breakfast each day to 
perform at their best, kids need it even 
more. Growing bodies and developing 
brains need regular refueling from food. 
When kids skip breakfast, they don’t get 
what they need to be at their best. 

As you eat this yummy Be the Change 
Breakfast Bake, share with your children 
that you want them to be at their best all 
day long. What if we told our kids that 
God has them on a mission every day 
to see whom they can bless? What if we 
encouraged our children to be on the 
lookout for what needs to be done in every 
situation they enter in the day ahead? 

by Richelle Paris

Time: 1 hour (excluding overnight refrigeration)
Yields: 12 servings

“BE THE 
CHANGE 
YOU WANT 
TO SEE IN 
THE WORLD”
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kids in the kitchen
family time

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search  
the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

S’mores seem to go hand in hand with summer. This 
easy and delicious twist on a classic s’more provides 
the perfect way to get your kids helping in the kitchen. 
Encourage them to ask, “What needs to be done?” after 
each step. When the s’mores are done, everyone in the 
family will be asking for some more!

Yields: 24    Time: 15 minutes 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:

• 7 whole graham crackers, finely crushed 

• 1/4 c. powdered sugar

• 6 tbsp. melted butter

• 4 chocolate candy bars, scored into sections

• 12 large marshmallows

mini
s’mores

CONSIDER ASKING, “WHAT IF WE PACKAGED THESE 
S’MORES AND GAVE THEM TO A FRIEND OR FAMILY 

MEMBER WHO NEEDS TO BE SERVED?” THEN FIND A 
FUN WAY TO SURPRISE THEM WITH THESE  

YUMMY TREATS!

WHAT YOU’LL DO:

1.  Mix the graham cracker crumbs, powdered sugar, 
and melted butter together until crumbly and evenly 
mixed. Put a small scoop of crumbs in each cup of a 
mini muffin tin and press down and up the sides to 
form a little “cup.” Bake at 350 degrees F for four or five 
minutes or until the edges are bubbling.

2.  While the cups are baking, cut the marshmallows in 
half (scissors dipped in cold water works well for this) 
and break the chocolate into squares. Set aside a 
square or two of chocolate to melt later.

3.  Remove the cups from the oven. In each cup, put a 
square of chocolate and a marshmallow half. Return 
to the oven for one or two minutes or until the 
marshmallows are just slightly puffed.

4.  Cool in the pan for 15 minutes before removing the 
cups. (Make sure they’re completely cooled.)

5.  Melt the chocolate squares you set aside earlier—one to 
two minutes in the microwave works well—and drizzle 
over the tops of the cups. Let them sit for about an 
hour to “set” the chocolate.

6.   Store in an airtight container for up to a week. Warming 
these in the microwave for few seconds makes them 
beyond delicious.

by Debbie Guinn 
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conversation starters
family time

The environment of SERVING asks the question, “What needs to be done?” What if, as a 
family, you created a space in which your kids could practice asking this very question? Do 
this by cooking a meal with them!

Choose a simple meal that requires multiple steps and write or type out a kid-friendly 
version of the recipe. Make sure the recipe includes several easy steps. Before you begin, 
explain to your children that everyone must work together to complete each step in order to 
create a finished meal. Encourage your kids to ask, “What needs to be done?” after each step. 

Later, as you eat the delicious meal you created together, remind your kids that they 
finished the meal because they asked, “What needs to be done?” for each step and then 
completed that step. Share that we can ask God to show us what needs to be done, and He 
will guide our hearts and show us all of the different ways we can serve His people and the 
world around us.

by Heather Kasparian

let’s serve 
one another
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family time

game time

ALL PLAY

it’s in the bag
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family time

game time

What if our children constantly noticed the spaces 
around them and asked, “What needs to be done?” 
This game is a great way to open their eyes to their 
surroundings as it encourages to them take action. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED: 
•  large paper bags (from the grocery store) or buckets 

•  random toys or household objects (approx. 10 objects 
per child)

•  marker 

•  timer

IN ADVANCE:
Collect the toys or household objects and spread them 
around a large open area in your home or your yard. 

On each paper bag, write a word that describes one 
of the categories of the toys or household objects. For 
example, you might label one bag “Soft,” one bag “Blue,” 
and one bag “Kitchen items.” Stand up these bags at the 
far ends of the space where you’ve scattered the toys or 
household objects. (For kids who aren’t yet readers, you 
might draw pictures on the bags or read the words on 
the bags aloud.) 

LET’S PLAY!
Explain to your children that in this game, they will 
try to collect all of the objects from the space. They 
can pick up only one item at a time. Each time a child 
picks up an item, he must run to a bag with a label 
that fits that item and put the item in the bag. For 
example, if a child picks up a doll, she would run it to 
the bag labeled “Toys.”

After your kids get the hang of it, tell them that now 
you’ll time them to see how quickly they can get all of 
the items into the bags. Play a couple of rounds and see 
if they can pick up the items faster each time. At the 
end of each round, celebrate with your children and 
tell them how excited you are that they found all of the 
objects and got them into the right bags.

  

FAMILY DISCUSSION: 
What if your family members always observe the 
spaces around them and ask, “What needs to be done?” 
During this game, the kids had to quickly look around 
the space to find the objects and then get them into the 
corresponding bags. This reminds us that we need to pay 
attention to our surroundings. When we do this, we can 
care well for others. How would your family look different 
if we always asked, “What needs to be done?” How about 
your neighborhood or even the world? 

You’re never too young to start making a difference.

by Krista Heinen
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family time

god’s word

How far would you go to serve someone else? Would you be 
willing to help her rake leaves? How about helping him plant 
flowers? Would you take out her trash? In John 13, we read about 
how Jesus set an example of just how far He wants us to go to serve 
those around us. 

As Jesus looked around the table during the evening’s meal, He 
saw the faces of His friends. He knew His time with them would 
soon end. He had traveled with these men as they walked all over 
the region to spread the good news. As they enjoyed the meal, Jesus 
got up, wrapped a towel around His waist, and filled a basin. He 
approached His first friend and washed his feet (John 13:3–5).

Can you imagine kneeling on the ground, holding someone’s 
dusty, dirty, smelly feet, and gently cleaning them off? What an 
incredible picture of service! Jesus demonstrated that sometimes 
we’re going to need to get a little messy in order to serve others.  

In complete humility, Jesus—the Son of God—took on the task 
of washing His disciples’ feet. He wanted to show us what true 
servanthood looks like. Jesus said, “I have set you an example that 
you should do as I have done for you” (John 13:14–15). 

With this passage, Jesus isn’t necessarily asking us to wash one 
another’s feet. Instead, He’s asking us to put aside anything that 
hinders us from answering the question, “What needs to be done?” 
What holds your family back from serving those around you? What 
would it take to enable your family to start following Jesus’ example 
more fully?

HEAR IT
As a family, read John 13:3–15. Discuss what it might been like for 
Jesus to wash the disciples’ feet. Remind your kids that the roads 
back then were dusty and unpaved, and everyone wore sandals. 
Think about how smelly and muddy their feet must have been! 

Ask your kids why they think Jesus chose to wash the disciples’ 
feet. How is this an example of how we can serve those around 
us? Do you think your friends and family see you as an example of 
service? What are some practical ways this month that your family 
could choose to serve others?

   

DO IT
What if serving meant you would get a little messy? Serving isn’t 
about how we look; it’s about caring well for others. Find time this 
month to bake cookies as a family. Point out the mess of the cookie 
dough and the big pile of dirty dishes.  

Then decide as a family whom you might want to bless by giving 
them your delicious cookies. Let your children help deliver those 
cookies. Through this experience, your children will see that when 
we serve, getting messy can be a good thing!

by Krista Heinen

setting
an
example
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traditions
family time

giving birthday parties
When Ruby Clark began dreaming of her 
party to celebrate her ninth birthday, she 
dreamed of something different than you 
might think. Ruby determined that she 
already “had enough” and didn’t want her 
family and friends to bring her gifts. Instead, 
she asked her mom if her guests could give 
to kids who didn’t have all they needed. 

Ruby had heard about the Locker 
Project from one of her babysitters. The 
Locker Project, a nonprofit in her town, 
is run by high school students and serves 
other high school students in need. The 
teens fill a backpack with items and 
anonymously put it in the locker of a 
student in need. This idea intrigued Ruby. 

With the help of her family, Ruby 
sent out the invitations to her birthday 
party. The invitations came with a twist: 
They invited guests to bring supplies for 

students in need instead of gifts for Ruby. 
Ruby’s mom also put out a basket at her 
salon the week before the party to collect 
things such as soap, deodorant, and school 
supplies.  She also purchased backpacks to 
fill at the party.

As Ruby’s family and friends arrived, they 
dropped off their “gifts” in different baskets 
around the room. Ruby’s guests played a 
party game called Fill the Backpacks, and 
they filled a whopping 36 backpacks! Then 
they played fun music, ate pizza, and talked 
about how excited they were to give away 
the backpacks. As they ate birthday cake, 
they wondered how the recipients would 
feel when they opened their lockers and 
discovered their gifts. 

Ruby says her party was the best 
birthday ever and now wants to continue the 
tradition by hosting a giving party every year. 

She’s excited to think of other ways she can 
be on the lookout for needs around her city 
and around the world. 

What if you encouraged your child 
to add giving to his next birthday? 
Look him in the eye and ask him what 
he’s passionate about—and find a way 
to support that passion. You may even 
want to start this new family tradition by 
making your own next birthday all about 
giving instead of receiving.

by Debbie Guinn
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family time

worship

Our morning had held way too many 
“hurry up”s and “he did it”s, but silence 
reigned in our van on the way to school. 
I’d already delivered my morning speech 
about how we could have left the house 
more quickly, and I suspected that I 
sounded like the “wah, wah, wah” teacher 
from a Charlie Brown cartoon. 

As we exited the freeway and pulled up 
to the stoplight, I turned down my radio as 
we saw a woman holding a sign that read 
“Homeless and hungry. Anything helps.” 
We had talked before about what some 
appropriate ways to help might be in this 
kind of situation, and we had considered 
what might happen if we gave away our 
lunches, but today I didn’t expect much.

WHAT IF GIVING UP  
YOUR SNACK WAS AN  
ACT OF WORSHIP? 

The King will say … “For I was hungry and 
you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you 
came to visit me.”
Then the righteous will answer him, “Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, 
or thirsty and give you something to drink? 
When did we see you a stranger and invite 
you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 
When did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?”
The King will reply, “Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine, you did for me.” 
Matthew 25:35–40

snack for school.” She smiled a bigger smile, 
came closer to the window to look inside, 
and said, “Thank you! Thank you so very 
much.” She made eye contact with my son 
and said, “God bless you.” She opened the 
cookies and ate them right away—much to 
the delight of my kids.

As we turned into the school, I asked my 
son why he had given away his snack. His 
response: “I felt like the Holy Spirit was 
telling me to. I knew I could help her, and 
so I did.”  

The Holy Spirit was so tangible to me 
at that moment—obviously interceding in 
the car on that day as He erased angry 
glances and filled in the space with grace. 
Not every moment when I see the Holy 
Spirit already at work in my children’s lives 
is that tangible, but I know that day and 
that moment has planted a new seed in my 
kids’ hearts. They now insist that we carry 
prepared bags filled with food, treats, socks, 
and other essentials for any of “our friends 
who live outside” whom we see along the 
road. The kids even go as far as praying for 
red lights on the way to school. 

What if our kids asked, “What needs to be 
done?” and responded with compassion by 
the power of the Holy Spirit? What if our act 
of worship as parents is fanning that flame in 
the lives of our kids? 

What might worshipping God in this 
radical way look like for your family? Take 
some time to discuss this with your children, 
and then, as an act of worship, put your ideas 
into practice. Remind your children that 
when we serve others in God’s name, it’s as if 
we’ve served Him!  

by Courtney Wilson

But in the silence—with the radio down, 
the fights over, and the speech delivered—I 
heard a zzzzip and a crinkle. Then a bag 
of graham cracker cookies appeared over 
my shoulder as my oldest said, “Here, 
Mom—could you give her this?” My oldest 
had taken his snack for school—a precious 
commodity for a fifth-grade boy who 
doesn’t get lunch until 12:30—and given it to 
me to give to this desperate woman.

With a tear in my eye and goose bumps 
at the evidence of the Holy Spirit at work, 
I rolled down my window and held out the 
cookies. The woman smiled and came over, 
and I said, “My son would like you to have his 
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blessing
family time

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE PASSAGE, OR WORDS 
OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE 

PURPOSE OF DECLARING GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

BLESS
Read this version of Philippians 2:3–4 over 
your child and pray a blessing over her.

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain 
conceit, (child’s name). Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking 
to your own interests but each of you to the 
interests of the others.

(Child’s name), may you follow Christ’s 
example of serving others. May God reveal 
His perfect plan and purpose for your life 
and use you according to His will. May 
your daily circumstances allow you to serve 
others and to utilize the unique gifts God 
has given to you.

PRAY
Heavenly Father, I pray we develop an 
attitude of service that honors You. Give us 
ideas throughout the day of ways to serve 
our family and our community. Help us to 
recognize when to take action and serve v, 
even people we don’t know or in situations 
that may take us out of our comfort zone. 
Please show us how to use our gifts to help 
and to serve one another in love every day. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

True happiness comes from serving Jesus and 
others. Jesus did not come to be served but to 
serve—to the point of giving His life for us!  
(Mark 10:45). While on earth, Jesus spent His time 
serving the helpless, sick, hurting, and hungry. 
Jesus always took action and served where He was 
needed most. God gives each of our children a 
specific gift to be used to serve the kingdom. We 
get the opportunity to discover those gifts with our 
kids (1 Corinthians 12:4–5) and to encourage them 
to take action when the Holy Spirit prompts them. 
What if we showed our kids that when we follow 
Christ’s example of service, we will find real joy? 

by Kara Noel Lawson
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taking action
family time

the giving keys

It started with a New York hotel room key. Caitlin Crosby, an actress and 
singer/songwriter, wore the key as a necklace and got the idea to start 
engraving old, used keys with inspirational words. Realizing that in a way we’re 
all like these keys—unique, flawed, scarred, and at risk of being discarded—
Caitlin wanted these keys to have their purpose renewed over and over again. 
Their message is yours for a time, but once they’ve served their purpose with 
you, you’re encouraged to give it to another.

Caitlin wanted to add a charitable dimension to the business model, and it 
wasn’t long before her vision became clear. On a rainy day in Los Angeles, on 
Hollywood Boulevard, she found Rob and Cera. Sitting under an umbrella, they 
held a sign reading “Ugly, broke, and hungry.” The three went to dinner, and 
Caitlin discovered that Cera made jewelry. This was Caitlin’s aha moment. Rob 
and Cera joined her as she founded The Giving Keys.

As the business started to develop, The Giving Keys partnered with the 
United Way and PATH, a reputable transitional home in Los Angeles. These 
valuable partners helped The Giving Keys build its team through an in-depth 
screening process, which ensured that the business employed people truly 
determined to reset the courses of their lives.

Since The Giving Keys began, 13 people experiencing homelessness have 
worked for the organization and received opportunities to move into permanent 
housing. Today, The Giving Keys can be found in more than 300 stores 
worldwide, including Anthropologie, Fred Segal, Henri Bendel, and Kitson. 

In March 2013, The Giving Keys began partnering with Chrysalis to help find 
more employees. Chrysalis is a nonprofit organization dedicated to creating 
a pathway to self-sufficiency for homeless and low-income individuals by 
providing the resources and support needed to find and retain employment. 

Each key is hand-stamped with love, and The Giving Keys hopes that 
the employees’ stories inspire you not only to support its cause with your 
purchase but also to be on the lookout for the next person to play a part in 
your key’s journey.

For more information, visit www.thegivingkeys.com.

TAKING ACTION TELLS THE STORIES OF ORDINARY PEOPLE 
WHO SAW INJUSTICES IN THE WORLD AND DECIDED TO DO 
SOMETHING ABOUT THEM.
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LET MY HEART BE BROKEN BY THE 
THINGS THAT BREAK THE HEART 
OF GOD. —BOB PIERCE (FOUNDER OF WORLD VISION)
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global
family time

DID YOU KNOW? 

•  Vietnamese children are often named according to their birth 
order—such as Chi-hai, Chi-ba (daughter one, daughter two).

•  Vietnamese people worship a number of cultural symbols, 
including the Vietnamese dragon (a mythical holy dragon), the 
Lac (a mythical holy bird), the turtle, and the horse.

N

S
EW

Where in the World Is ...
VIETNAM

To talk to your friends in Vietnam, you would  
speak Vietnamese.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN VIETNAMESE, YOU WOULD SAY,  

“XING CHAO”  
(PRONOUNCED SIN CHOW)

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

 Vietnam covers about 127,243 square miles. 
It’s bordered by China on the north, Laos and 
Cambodia on the west, the Gulf of Thailand and 
the South China Sea on the south, and the Gulf 
of Tonkin and the South China Sea on the East. 

More than 92 million people call Vietnam their 
home.  

If you lived in Vietnam, you would eat a lot of 
rice along with seafood and noodles.  

If you went to religious services in Vietnam, you 
would most likely go to a Buddhist temple.

In the aftermath of war, which lasted from 1954 to 1975, 
the country has been in economic chaos. The 1990s saw 
economic progress as a free-market system, and trade 
with the West began.

Although Vietnam has reached lower-middle-income-
country status, more than 33 million people still live 
on less than $2 per day. Most live in rural and remote 
communities with few services.

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF VIETNAM,  
LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

VIETNAM
CAMBODIA

THAILAND
MYANMAR

LAOS

CHINA

GULF OF 
THAILAND

SOUTH CHINA 
SEA

GULF 
OF 

TONKIN

POPULATION: 
92,500,000

LANGUAGE:
Vietnamese

RELIGION:
85% Buddhism
8% Christianity
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inspire
PARENTING STORIES AND 
DEVOTIONS TO SPUR YOU ON AND 
MOTIVATE YOU AS YOU SPIRITUALLY 
PARENT YOUR CHILDREN.

equip:
RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU AS 
YOU NAVIGATE THROUGH TOUGH 
AGES AND TOUGH TOPICS.

support:
WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO 
PROMOTE HEALTHY MARRIAGES 
AND ANSWER YOUR SPIRITUAL 
PARENTING AND SPIRITUAL 
GRANDPARENTING QUESTIONS. 
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

MORE >>

SERVING TOGETHER 
by Sarah Goodfellow | July 2014

www.homefrontmag.com

Our story goes something like this:

Two people are passionate about Jesus and following Him. They have four kids, and the kids give them an 
excuse to buy a house in the suburbs. They start living a very safe life. They go to Mexico as a family and 
realize they can serve others even with their kids, they step outside their comfort zone more and more, and 
they see poverty that really messes with them. They read books and delve into Scripture and see what God 
has to say about all of that and finally decide that Jesus was pretty darn serious when He said that the most 
important thing is to love God and to love others. These two people are forever changed and can no longer 
turn away from those in physical need. 

So, in the fall of 2010, my husband Blake and I made a decision that would forever change us. We 
decided to move our family of six to Lima, Peru, to work with Krochet Kids International to empower 
women living in poverty. My husband and I felt incredible peace about our decision. We had been 
praying for three years about where and how to best serve those in need, and this was our answer. When 
we told our daughter, Riley, who was nine at the time, she cried for days. Shortly thereafter, our son 
started having panic attacks. We quickly realized that moving internationally and moving internationally 
with kids were two drastically different things.

Our first year in Peru was the hardest thing that we have ever been through as parents. We watched Riley 
wither before our eyes and become incredibly sad and lonely. She struggled with her faith and how a loving 
God could call our family into such a difficult place. Blake and I spent a lot of our first year abroad living 
with a deep-seated fear that we were ruining our kids. To be honest, there are still many times when fear still 
creeps in. We often ask ourselves if there is a time when the sacrifice is too high.
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the everyday parent blog
inspire

HOME ABOUT CONTACT

We have now been living in Lima for over three years. In that time, God has rescued and healed our family 
and we are stronger than ever. I have seen my kids grow in ways that wouldn’t have been possible if we 
had not moved to Peru and done life alongside the women in our program. Serving in a foreign country has 
required all of us to rely on God more than ever before—and even more so as parents. To remain faithful and 
trust that God was going to redeem the pain we watched our kids go through was incredibly challenging.

We are constantly telling our children that they are a part of this calling. God is working in them and through 
them. Following God’s call to a foreign country has required a lot of us, but I am honored to be serving with 
our kids and building this life together in Peru.

www.homefrontmag.com



SERVING | HomeFrontMag.com28

tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re attempting to 
teach your children, use repetition! 

These commandments that I give you 
today are to be on your hearts. Impress 
them on your children. Talk about them 

when you sit at home and when you 
walk along the road, when you lie 

down and when you get up. 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7

lie down

sit a
t home

along the road

get up

sit at homesit at home      At home this month, sing this sweet rhyme with your little one to the tune 
of “London Bridges.” Remind your child that God calls us to use our lives to serve others.

Listen here when viewing on HomeFrontMag.com!

Take these hands and let them serve
Let them serve, let them serve
Take these hands and let them serve
For my Savior 

Use my words and help me speak
Help me speak, help me speak
Use my words and help me speak
To these people

Take my life, , I give it all
Give it all, give it all
Take my life, I give it all
For you Jesus By Jeff Fernandez
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tough topics
equip

When gruesome new stories of religious persecution hit, your first 
reaction may be to shield your child. But being mistreated for one’s 
beliefs is part of the Christian life (2 Timothy 3:12).

Jesus faced persecution. He told His disciples, “If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also” (John 15:20).

For your child, persecution may mean being teased by a classmate. 
Recognizing that others around the world also experience persecution 
can give your child strength and courage to face his own trials.

Jesus said, “Blessed are those who are persecuted because of 
righteousness” (Matthew 5:10). This truth bonds your child with 
believers everywhere.

For kid-friendly information on persecution, visit www.kidsofcourage.
com, a website of The Voice of the Martyrs. Sit together as a family and 
read through some of these stories of persecution. Then discuss what 
needs to be done. Be age-appropriate as you discuss persecution. What 
if, as a family, you simply began by being intentional about praying for 
God to protect and deliver persecuted believers around the world?

persecution
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the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)

partnering 
with

parents
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the middle
equip

(6th to 8th GRADE)

I’ll never forget my first year as a youth leader. I had one—yes, one— 
young girl in my small group. She was quiet and incredibly sweet 
but extremely lost. She lived in a fog with her group of troubled and 
unbelieving friends. Her focus was innocently inward, as it seems to 
be with many who search for who they are at this stage in life. It’s a 
tough age as they navigate personal acceptance and identity, often 
leaving little room for understanding what it means to serve others. 

With reckless abandon the youth team and I pursued this 
precious girl with everything we had. We spent hours talking over 
coffee, making costumes for camp events—and, day after day, just 
living life together. As we continued to walk through some of her 
toughest years, I began to watch Christ grab her heart in a huge way, 
and to Christ alone the glory should be given. Her interest in serving 
grew and matured as she grew into a deeper relationship with God. 
By understanding His purpose to seek and save, to serve and not to 
be served, her heart began to conform to these characteristics. 

Do you feel like your child is living an inward life at the 
moment? Before encouraging him to serve in hopes that his 
heart might be transformed, encourage him to connect with 
his community of leaders and believers. Let them help you 
model what that looks like. Christ gave us the example of true 
servanthood, and your church can do that too. Let your community 
of believers come alongside your family to love and serve your 
child. Seek out a leader or a mentor. Sometimes the best examples 
of servants are those who pursue your children with no other 

agenda other than to simply love them. It’s often a hard concept to 
understand, but Christ works many things together when we serve 
each other in our church communities! 

I am beyond thankful for the young middle-school girl who 
brought me to my knees on many occasions. She’s now a young 
adult serving her family, church, and community with a sensitive 
and sacrificial heart. I sing along to her leading worship on Sunday 
mornings and feel so fortunate that her parents trusted me with 
her heart and emotions for so many years. Without the positive 
investment from parents and their willingness to serve youth 
leaders, it would be impossible to cultivate such life-changing 
relationships. 

What if, as parents, you began to serve the team who wants 
to help nurture and grow the hearts of your children? What if 
you began praying together and working alongside one another to 
show your child acts of service from both sides? Trust that during 
these complicated years of raising a family, those who volunteer are 
passionate about coming alongside you and helping your children 
grow so rooted in Christ that the desire to serve others becomes 
their constant and unwavering passion.

by Erika Unger
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marriage
support

serving
in love
Men, what if we served our wives by acts of love with 
“no strings attached”? It’s the way God showed His 
love to us, the unconditional “God so loved that He 
gave” approach. Men, what if we loved our wives like 
Christ loved the church by giving of ourselves without 
expecting anything in return? What an awesome way 
to make our lives living sacrifices to God! Here are 10 
fun and practical ways to give support and show love 
to our wives.

•  Light some candles and give her a long foot massage. 
Allow her to nod off to sleep.

•  Cook her breakfast and then clean the kitchen.

•  Wash her car and leave a surprise gift in the trunk 
with a love note on her dash as a clue.

• Make all arrangements for a night out with her friends.

•  Plan a surprise lunchtime getaway: Show up at home 
or her workplace for a lunch date.

• Do the laundry—yes, folding and storing included!

•  Send her a series of text messages to encourage her. 
Go through the entire alphabet. For example, you 
might start with “You are an amazing woman.”

• Clean the bathrooms. (YouTube has videos!)

•  Download the Songify phone app! Create a fun and 
encouraging rap and send it to her.

•  Commit to a date once a week, every week. Just the 
two of you!
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marriage
support

Ladies, our men often live sacrificially with their 
physical being while we often live sacrificially through our 
hearts. What if serving our husbands was filtered through 
a desire for heart purity and a desire to serve unto the 
Lord more consistently? We could house more joy and 
less resentment if our acts of service were ultimately for 
our eternal bridegroom! Husbands always benefit directly 
when our spirit is fixed upon Jesus first. 

What if serving husbands could be spiritually 
therapeutic? If you have a resentment or an area of 
unforgiveness, serving your spouse will often get your 
heart to a tender place again. How? Because serving 
humbles us and ushers in gratefulness and joy … 
eventually. Consider these acts of kindness as eternal 
investments to serve your husband in the practical realm 
and your eternal bridegroom in the eternal realm!

•  Prepare his favorite beverage and reading material; have 
them ready at his relaxing spot at home, even if you’re 
not able to be there when he arrives home.

•  When your husband gets off an airplane, he may feel 
tired, grumpy, and less than refreshed. Serve him by 
anticipating his arrival. Receive him with a fresh-breath 
kiss and a bottle of cold water. 

•  Do an activity with him in his particular area of interest. 
Be willing to walk the hot pavement at a car show.

• Cook his favorite meal without solicitation.

•  Hug him even when his body is nonresponsive.  
Husbands often need affection even if they don’t give it.

•  Let him lead, even if he’s not a leader. When you speak 
about him in front of your children, speak with respect 
and deep fondness of him.  

•  Keep leadership encouragement flowing. Leave notes of 
affirmation in his Bible, briefcase, or desk drawer.

•  Offer a back rub when he least expects it as well as when he 
expects it.

•  Partner with him in good health. Shop for nutritious snacks 
that compliment his health issues and prepare nutritious 
meals. Be a kind observer by keeping an eye on any symptoms 
that may arise.

These lists aren’t exhaustive, but we hope they’ll be inspiring. 
Many things need to be done in the daily life of marriage. 
However, one of the most significant ways we can serve each other 
in marriage is through the hidden activity in our individual prayer 
closets. Spouses know each other’s vulnerable spots, hurts, and 
habits. Praying for one another not only moves the Father’s heart 
but also serves to protect the preciousness of the relationship.

by Guy and Roxanna Grimes
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Last summer I had the privilege of meeting 
a sweet young girl who moved in next door. 
It was exciting to learn that she was part 
of our faith community and that we had 
several mutual friends. She is a fourth-grade 
teacher, and I knew she would be a positive 
influence on my grandchildren. 

I watched with admiration as she packed 
up—just a few days after moving in—to head 
to Uganda for three weeks to help teachers 
there learn how to become better teachers. 
It was her second trip to that part of the 
world, and she was thrilled to be used by 
God in that way. Then, six months later, off 
she went to India to minister to children in 
an orphanage there. This was her second 
trip to that region of the world as well. 

My five-year-old granddaughter was 
impressed by this kind of dedication to 
serving others and asked this young woman 
to come to her school for share day. She told 
her class, “I want to be just like her when I 
grow up—I want to go around the world and 
tell people how much Jesus loves them!”

Recently I was talking with this young 
woman about her heart for serving, and 
she shared an interesting story. She said 
that one of the first times she saw service in 
action was in the life of her grandparents. 
She explained that her grandfather was 
a policeman with the Los Angeles Police 
Department for many years. She said that 
both he and her grandmother had a heart 

for people with service jobs. She then told me that they keep an 
ice chest on their front porch with a sign that reads “Thank you 
for your service.” It contains an apple, a water bottle, and nuts for 
the mail carrier. Her grandmother is daily on the lookout for one 
particular carrier who she knows loves chocolate, and she makes 
sure to add some chocolate to the ice chest when she sees this mail 
carrier coming. 

My neighbor continued to explain that as a child, she and her 
siblings loved waiting for mail carriers to arrive so they could 
hand the water and snacks directly to them. This act of service 
has gone on for almost 20 years, and as small as it may seem, it 
truly influenced and affected her life. Her grandparents are now 
almost 90 years old and have been married for 67 years—and they 
continue to look for ways to serve those who serve them!

What if we as grandparents modeled serving to our 
grandchildren? It’s never too late to start. What if we found small 
ways to show them what Paul writes in Philippians 2:3–4: “Do 
nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility 
value others above yourselves, not looking to your own interests 
but each of you to the interests of others.” Our grandchildren 
have the ability to become worldchangers—and it can start with 
something as simple as water given to the mail carrier!

by Debbie Guinn

spiritual grandparenting
support

in the interest 
of others
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spiritual parenting
support

michelle
 anthony

INBOX W/

Q: 

How do I begin to get my children to look outward 
and toward the interest of others?

A: 

Creating an environment where your children, from their 
earliest days, ask a very important question is critical for 
their faith development. The critical question that service 
asks is simply, “What needs to be done?” This is one of the 
best questions you can teach your children to ask. To have 
them walk into any room, situation, or relationship and ask 
this will change the way they see their world. It’s simple. 
It’s profound. Yet this is a posture that will not naturally 
be cultivated in your children unless you set out on an 
intentional course and make it a priority. 

I have seen firsthand how this simple question has 
ruined my life—in a good way. I am haunted by this 
question in every corner of my psyche, in every situation. 
It’s now so ingrained in me that there are times when I 
wish I could turn it off, but I can’t. As I ask this question, 
I am almost always compelled to respond. Sometimes 
my response requires great personal sacrifice, and at 
other times I offer a prayer or find someone else who can 
respond, but rarely does it let me off the hook completely. 

Q: 

As a parent, I feel like I don’t have much of myself 
left to give away to others. However, I do want to 
model serving to my children—any suggestions?

A: 

I must confess that, as a parent, I don’t always model 
this. Too often I model the opposite. I enter a situation 
where something is needed, and I feel the urge to take 
care of only myself. I find myself rationalizing how busy 
I am, how tired I am, or how much I have already given 
of myself. I have the time, the energy, and the ability, but 
I just sit and drink my latte, wondering why things aren’t 
being done “better.” 

We first have to recognize our own bent and that we are 
not serving in the most basic of ways. When we do, we will 
better understand why it’s hard to give this type of heart 
to our children. It’s difficult, even impossible, to give away 
something we don’t already have. 

In order to give this gift to our children, we must 
become servants, and then our children will see our 
faith in action. As we walk into situations, even this 
week, whether it’s in our homes, our workplaces, our 
neighborhoods, our churches, our communities—wherever 
it is—we can start by asking ourselves, “What needs to be 
done?” As you do this, look around you. You will discover 
how different things appear.



SERVING | HomeFrontMag.com37

resources
support
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how I 
have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels us to 
see how God is using every person’s life and is creating a 
unique story that deserves to be told for His glory.

“God’s family cares for 
each other and worships 
God together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights 
who we are in Christ. According 
to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, 
sealed, and given an inheritance 
in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction 
allows children to stand firm 
against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate a 
sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger than 
one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that as 
Christ followers we are to view our lives as living sacrifices 
that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their comfort 

zones from an early age, they learn to experience a 
dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and strengthen 
them beyond their natural abilities and desires. We 
believe this environment will cultivate a generation 
that, instead of seeking comfort, seeks a radical life of 
faith in Christ. 

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

1
4

5

2

3
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the direct 

opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for a child 
encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, and a 
vision of a corrected path for the individual with the purpose of 
healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s grace. 
Key to this environment is the value that children are respected 
because they embody the image of God. We must speak to them, 
not at them, and we must commit to an environment where love 
and acceptance are never withheld due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually 
lost. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this environment to 
allow each child to understand that 
God has entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and being 

known by God. We live in a world that denies absolute truth, but 
God’s Word offers just that. As we create an environment that 
upholds and displays God’s truth, we give children a foundation 
based on knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, mighty, and 
awesome, yet He has chosen to make Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”
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Contact a David C Cook rep at 800.323.7543
or visit davidccook.com.

Bible Stories 

Kids 
Will Ask For 
Over & Over! Author and illustrator Kelly Pulley 

presents familiar Bible stories in an 
out-of-the-ordinary style.  

Magnificent Tales are rhyming 
Bible stories with clever art and 
clear lessons that the whole family 
will enjoy. The stories and illustrations 
are so engaging that you won’t grow 
tired of reading and re-reading a 
Magnificent Tale night after night!


