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“God designed us to live in community and to experience Him in ways that can 
only happen in proximity to one another. The faith community serves to create an 
environment to equip and disciple parents, to celebrate God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through tradition and rituals, which offer children an identity.”

In this issue, we explore the environment of FAITH COMMUNITY. The Bible refers to this 
community in many ways: the body of Christ, the believers, and those who walk in the faith. 
Since God designed us to live in community, there are experiences with Him that can only be 
had within the context of relationships. 

In those relationships, we experience aspects of God’s character that are new to us, we 
receive a fuller picture of who we are, we get new pictures of what our Father’s love looks 
like, and we learn to embrace our true identity in Christ as it is affirmed and called out by 
those who love us.

Michelle Anthony
Vice President and Publisher of 

Learning Resources | David C Cook

 Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

editor’s choice

This 16-minute video featuring 
storyteller Nick Benoit is a  
must-see for the entire family. 
You’ll never look at John 3:16 (this 
month’s Family Verse) the same 
way again. As you’re filled with 
overwhelming awe, lead your 
family in a conversation about 
how they will respond to this good 
news!

View here: 
 https://vimeo.com/69258520

W H O  I S  T H E  G O D
o f  J o h n  3 : 1 6 ?
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EDITOR’S NOTE

We live in a society that wants instant 
everything! Delayed gratification—which 
develops patience—is something to which we’re 
no longer accustomed. In our home we call 
this the “Veruca Salt Syndrome.” Whenever we 
see impatience creeping in, we quote Veruca’s 
famous line from Willy Wonka & the Chocolate 
Factory: “I want an Oompa Loompa now!” 
Reflecting on Veruca’s outrageous behavior 
usually does the trick to bring us back on track 
and remind us that we cannot have everything 
we want now! 

Waiting is difficult. In the silent years between 
the Old Testament and the New Testament, 
God’s people waited and endured a deafening 
silence from God for more than 400 years. Not 
one word through a prophet, king, or priest. God 
was fulfilling prophecy and counting down to the 
time for Jesus to arrive on this earth.

God’s people waited together for the  
long-promised Messiah. The pain of waiting was 
eased by waiting together in community. Our 
faith community serves to remind us of God’s 
faithfulness and spurs us on when patience 
seems to fade.  

This issue of HomeFront is filled with creative 
ways for your family to wait together as you live 
in the environment of FAITH COMMUNITY. 
From reading a line or two of the Nativity story in 
CAPTURING THE SEASON (page 6) to praying 
through an Advent acrostic in PRAYER (page 12), 
you will be inspired and equipped this month as 
you celebrate the birth of our Messiah. 

TOUGH TOPICS (page 31) tackles the difficult 
subject of losing loved ones and the pain of 
waiting to see them again in heaven. And our 
WORSHIP article (page 22) reminds us not to 
allow the treasure trove of traditional carols to get 
lost in the fun of Frosty and Santa. 

As we end the year with this HomeFront 
issue focusing on community, we want to 
express how thankful we are for each one of 
you who is traveling this journey of spiritual 
parenting with us. We pray that this resource is 
an encouragement to your family and that your 
season is filled with joy as we wait together for 
the second coming of our Messiah!

Debbie Guinn
Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!

Let’s Be Social!

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

Along with each subscription of HomeFront (or each Tru 
membership), you will receive a digital pass that will give 

you access to an enhanced version of the online magazine.

Here’s to a new step in our adventure of  
spiritual parenting!

We couldn’t be more excited to 
offer individual subscriptions  
or bulk orders delivered right  

to your doorstep.

Simply click the link below to subscribe today:

HomeFrontMag.com
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Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible 
practice to engage in as a family. But words 
in and of themselves will not necessarily 
transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words 
who transforms. We come to know God more 
when we’re willing to open our hearts and 
listen to His Holy Spirit through the words we 
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think 
of creative ways to invite your family to open 
up to God as they commit the verse to memory.

FAMILY VERSE

Remember to have fun! Strive to make 
each gathering unique to your own 
family as you enjoy spending time 

with God and each other.

3

Look through HomeFront and see 
what stands out. Choose two or 

three experiences you would like to 
incorporate into your family times 
each week. Don’t feel burdened to 
complete all the activities at once, 
but carefully select which ones will 
fit your family best. This resource 
provides your family with more 

than enough experiences to create 
transforming environments in your 

home throughout the month.

2

1
Start by deciding on a day and time 
that works well for your entire family. 

It can be an evening, afternoon, or 
morning. Just commit to building 

this time into your family’s natural 
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this 

time around a meal.

ONE
TWO

THREE

HOW TO USE 
FAMILY TIME ...

It’s as easy as

FAMILY TIME
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This year Advent begins on Sunday, November 30th and 
ends on Wednesday December 24th. We have written a 
Nativity story and divided it into 25 days. Each night read 
the previous nights portion of the story and then add a new 
line for that day.  Your family will quickly begin to memo-
rize this narrative of Jesus’ birth. As you get further in the 
month, you might choose to leave out key parts and allow 
your children to fill in the blanks. 

Print or copy these story parts then cut them out and 
create a fun way to display them in your home.  You could 
put them in envelopes, small bags or boxes, or even just 
put them on large tags and using clothespins attach them 
to twine. Be sure to number each one to help build the 
anticipation for Christmas day. 

We’d love to see what you come up with! Share your 
ideas on social media using the hashtag #myhomefront. 
This way our HomeFront community can become one large 
FAITH COMMUNITY as we wait together to celebrate the 
Promise. 

A D V E N T
R e a d i n g

This year, Advent begins on Sunday, November 30, and ends 
on Wednesday, December 24. To help you celebrate each day 
of Advent, we’ve written a Nativity story and divided it into 25 
days. Each night, read the previous night’s portion of the story, 
and then add a new line for that day.  As you get further in the 
month, you might choose to leave out key parts and allow your 
children to fill in the blanks. 

Print or copy these story sections, cut them out, and create 
a  fun way to display them in your home. You could put them in 
envelopes, small bags, or boxes. Or glue them to large tags  and 
use clothespins to hang them on twine. Be sure to number each 
one to help build the anticipation for Christmas Day. 

We’d love to see what you come up with! Share your ideas on 
social media using the hashtag #myhomefront. This way, our 
HomeFront community can become one large faith   
community as we wait for Jesus to return.

by Debbie Guinn
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capturing the season
family time

1. A promise had been given. A deal 
had been made. God wanted to live 
among His people again. A Redeemer 
would be sent!

2. How would you have sent the Savior 
of the world? Would you send a mighty 
warrior King? Would everyone bow when 
they saw Him? Would they stand at 
attention and listen to His every word? 
Would there be celebration and fanfare?

3. God’s ways aren’t our ways. He had 
a plan—a good and perfect plan. His 
entrance into the world would cause us 
to have to use great faith to believe it. It 
was a miracle—and what else would we 
expect from Him? 

4. The timing was perfect. God had 
been silent, not speaking through a 
prophet, priest, or king, for 400 years. 
God’s people were waiting.

5. God searched the earth for just the 
right people to carry out His plan. He 
chose a young girl named Mary, who was 
engaged to a man named Joseph. Joseph 
was the great-great-great-great-great 
grandson of King David. 

6. One day, the angel Gabriel appeared 
to Mary and told her that God was very 
pleased with her. Mary was afraid at first, 
but the angel reassured her and told her 
that she had found favor with God. 

7. God had chosen to use Mary in His 
plan. He saw her beauty both inside and 
out. 

8. Gabriel told Mary that God had a 
surprise for her: “You will have a baby, 
and His name will be Jesus! He will be 
God’s own Son; He is The Promise!”

9. Mary felt that all of this was just too 
amazing to believe, but Gabriel reminded 
her that nothing is impossible for God. 

10. So Mary put her faith in God. 
She said, “I am God’s servant. I will do 
whatever He asks me to do.” 

11. Just about the time that Mary was 
ready to have her baby, Caesar Augustus 
ordered a census to be taken throughout 
the Roman Empire. Everyone had to 
travel to the town of their ancestors to be 
counted.

12. Mary and Joseph had to go to the 
town of Bethlehem, the town from where 
King David came. While they were there, 
the time came for Mary to give birth. 

13. Mary and Joseph searched high and 
low looking for a place to stay, but there 
wasn’t a room for them. 

14. One of the innkeepers showed 
them the way to a place where animals 
were kept. There, in the silence of night, 
God delivered His wonderful gift and 
fulfilled the promise He had made to His 
people. Jesus had arrived!

15. Mary and Joseph wrapped Him 
up and laid Him in a manger—a feeding 
trough for the animals. Mary and Joseph 
smiled and thanked God for giving them 
front-row seats to watch His plan come 
to life. 

16. They named Him “Immanuel—God 
has come to live with us.” And that was 
exactly the truth!

17. Above the stable that night there 
was a large star in the sky, one that 
shined brighter than all the others. God 
placed it there so everyone would know 
that His Son had been born. 

18. That night there were shepherds 
in the fields nearby. They were watching 
over their sheep when, suddenly, an 
angel appeared to them. At first, they 
were frightened.

19. The angel told them, “Don’t be 
afraid. I’m here to announce a great and 
joyful event that is meant for everybody, 
worldwide.”

20. The angel continued, “A Savior has 
just been born in David’s town, a Savior 
who is Messiah. This is what you’re to 
look for—a baby wrapped in a blanket 
and lying in a manger.”

21. All at once, a huge group of angels 
filled the sky and said, “Glory to God, and 
peace to all men and women on earth!” 
Then, as quickly as they appeared, all the 
angels left. 

22. The shepherds talked amongst 
themselves. They said, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem and see what God has 
revealed to us!” They hurried off, leaving 
everything behind, and found Mary and 
Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. 

23. The shepherds knelt on the dirt 
floor next to the baby. Seeing was 
believing—it was exactly as the angels 
had said. 

24. God’s Promise—the One that they 
had heard about their entire lifetime—
was finally here. Jesus had come to 
earth to save us. God had sent His one 
and only Son! 

25. Nothing would ever be the same. 
Jesus entered the world that night as a 
baby, but He grew into a man who gave 
His life for us all. All we have to do is 
believe!

7
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create
family time

Every year we make special memories around the 
beautiful green tree in our living room. Each ornament on 
our tree represents an important moment or reminds us of 
a person who made an impact in our lives. The kids love to 
pull out the ornament box and decorate the tree, and we 
laugh together as each ornament prompts another memory. 
God loves it when we remember what He has done in our 
lives (Psalm 105:5). 

In the traditional Christmas carol “O Christmas Tree,” 
we sing, “Thy leaves are so unchanging.” During Advent 
season, the Christmas tree’s “unchanging” leaves can 
represent God’s unchanging presence in our lives (Hebrews 
13:8). This month, create special ornaments with your faith 
community to remind you of God’s unchanging promises 
and the important people He has placed around you.

by Kara Noel Lawson

What you’ll Do:
 Invite each family in your faith community to bring 10 
pieces of ribbon (or rickrack), each about seven inches 
long, to your Advent gathering. As the host, you will 
supply the sticks, twine, and buttons. Each family should 
pick ribbon to represent each member of their family or 
something specific that happened in their lives during the 
year. A person who loves gardening might choose ribbon 
with flowers, or a family that took a vacation to the beach 
might choose shades of blue. At your gathering, each family 
will share the reason they chose their ribbon(s) with the 
group. After each family creates the Christmas tree part 
of the ornament (see below), give each family a yellow 
button. The yellow button represents your group—and all of 
God’s promises yet to be fulfilled in your lives together as a 
community of believers.

1. Tie the seven-inch pieces of ribbon down the stick. 

2. Trim the ribbon into the shape of a Christmas tree. 

3. Optional: Use the lighter to lightly burn the cut edges 
of the ribbon to prevent fraying.

4. Loop the twine to create a hanger and hot glue it to 
the top of the tree.

5. Hot glue the yellow button over the end pieces of the 
twine hanger to create the star.

What you’ll need:

• small sticks (1 per family, about 5” or 6” long, from 
your yard or the park)

• ribbon (10 pieces per family, each piece about 7” 
long; you can get about 5 pieces per yard)

• scissors (several pairs)

• hot glue gun

• twine (about 6” per family)

• yellow buttons (1 per family)

• optional: lighter

O  C H R I S T M A S  T R E E
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family time

storytelling

The day started early, with a chill in the air and the normal drizzle 
that hangs on a December morning in the Pacific Northwest. Our 
families came together, sacrificing sleep and their day, to commit to 
“be the gift” to our community.  

The day was to be framed by this passage from 1 Peter 4:7–11, as 
paraphrased in The Message: 

“Everything in the world is about to be wrapped up, so take 
nothing for granted. Stay wide-awake in prayer. Most of all, 
love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for 
practically anything. Be quick to give a meal to the hungry, a 
bed to the homeless—cheerfully. Be generous with the different 
things God gave you, passing them around so all get in on it: if 
words, let it be God’s words; if help, let it be God’s hearty help. 
That way, God’s bright presence will be evident in everything 
through Jesus, and he’ll get all the credit as the One mighty in 
everything—encores to the end of time. Oh, yes!”

As our families gathered as a faith community and “filled our 
tanks” with coffee and doughnuts, we were invited to choose, from 
a giant bulletin board, a suggested way to serve. Then we prayed 
together and headed out in minivans and SUVs—mobilized by love, 
fueled by spiritual gifts, ready to “be the gift.”

Some families went home and gathered old blankets and towels 
to provide comfort to animals in a local animal shelter. Some 
sorted through toys and books to give to the Giving Closet, a 
ministry that provides free help to local families. Others made kits 
filled with toiletries and hope for girls who would escape human 
trafficking. 

While some activities required a trip to the store and a drop-off 
at a location, others required relationships across generations 
within our faith community. Families rushed home and made 
ornaments to deliver to church members who were physically 
unable to leave their homes. Moms and dads made phone calls to 
widows in our congregation who would enjoy lunch with a family, 
either by bringing them a meal at home or taking them out to eat. 
These are the relationships that lasted far beyond the hours of that 
day—new “families” forged from within our community of faith.

After a long day of serving, we again gathered. Each family 
carried a pot of soup, bread or rolls, and stories of  how God had 
used them to “be the gift” to the community. We laughed at stories 
of families who got lost looking for addresses. We shared tears 
over widows who felt loved and looked after because a family 

acknowledged their loss and brought them lunch and joy in the 
form of tiny hands of babies and dimpled cheeks of toddlers. 
Finally, with full stomachs and hearts, we headed out once again 
as a caravan to go Christmas caroling at the homes of our kids’ 
ministry volunteers.  

We sang joyfully, though not always in tune, at the homes of 
those who serve our faith community. Those at each home felt 
touched and humbled and expressed disbelief that we would take 
time for them. These people had served our children and families 
for many, many years. Some caroling groups even became the 
entertainment for community group parties happening that night!  

The next weekend, as we gathered for services, our families 
shared a bond created by those hours of gifts given, soup shared, 
and joyful (though slightly off-key) carols sung.  

Each year we continue this tradition of serving those within 
our faith community for a day—serving the ones with whom we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior by becoming “gifts” to them. 
Why? Because “that way, God’s bright presence will be evident in 
everything through Jesus, and he’ll get all the credit as the One 
mighty in everything—encores to the end of time. Oh, yes!”

by Courtney Wilson

Discuss with your children how 
your family could “be the gift” to your 
faith community. Then, invite others 
to join you as you step out and share 
God’s love with the people He has 
laid on your heart to serve. 

Note to 
parents:
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family time

prayer

Advent is a season of expectant waiting. 
Those who lived before Jesus’ birth 
waited for the Messiah to arrive; today we 
both celebrate this joyous event as well as 
look forward to the day Jesus returns. In 
this season of waiting, it’s good to remind 
ourselves of truths about God.

As a family, commit one week of Advent 
to prayer. Each day, celebrate who God is 
and praise His glorious name.  

Day 1: Abba is an Aramaic word that is 
most closely translated as the English 
word daddy. It’s a term of endearment 
that would have been used by young 
children to describe their fathers. It shows 
that we are God’s children and that we 
can have a close relationship with Him.

Read Galatians 3:26 as a family. Discuss 
what it means to be children of God. Then 
pray together. Thank God for making us 
His children. Thank Him for how deeply 
He loves us and how we’ve been adopted 
into His family. 

Day 2: Dios is the Spanish word for 
God. All around the world, God’s family 
is celebrating the Advent season. Even 
though other people may speak a different 
language from us or look different from us, 
God loves all people and welcomes them 
into His family. One day we’ll celebrate 
together in heaven with all of God’s family!

Check out the GLOBAL article on page 
26. Talk about how people in that country 
are a part of God’s family. Using the 
prayer prompts on that page, pray for that 
country and any other places that interest 
your family. Thank God for His work 
around the world. Praise Him for allowing 
us to be a part of His beautifully diverse 
family.  

Day 3: God is victorious! When sin 
entered the world, the relationship 
between God and people was broken. 
But God had a plan. His plan was to send 
His Son, Jesus, to restore that broken 
relationship. There is nothing that can 
stand in God’s way. 

A B B A
D I O S
V I C T O R I O U S  
E M M A N U E L
N E A R
T R U T H

As a family, celebrate the truth that God 
is victorious. We know the truth that one 
day, when we’re with God, “there will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or 
pain” (Revelation 21:4). Use today’s prayer 
time as a time of thanksgiving. Thank 
God for the ways He has helped you to 
be victorious. Thank Him for the fact that 
through Christ’s victory on the cross, we 
can be friends with God. 

Day 4: Immanuel is a Hebrew name 
meaning “God with us.” Read Matthew 
1:23. This verse is a wonderful reminder 
that God is with us. He was with us while 
Jesus lived on earth, and He is with us 
today in everything we do. 

Discuss the following questions: “How 
is God with us? Why is this important?” 
After some discussion, spend time 
thanking God for His presence. Ask Him 
to continue to remind us that He is always 
with us. 

Day 5: Yesterday, you thanked God 
for being with us. God the Father is 
always near, and He also drew near to us 
through Jesus. Part of Advent is waiting 
to celebrate the birth of Jesus. God sent 
Jesus to live among us. Jesus understands 
our struggles because He lived in this 
world too. 

In today’s time of prayer, thank God for 
Jesus! Jesus knows what we are going 
through every day. Is there a place where 
your family needs God’s comfort? Lift up 
your burdens to God. 

Day 6: God is truth. God says what He 
means and means what He says. This is a 
huge comfort to us. This means that God’s 
promises in His Word are real and that we 
can trust them. 

Read 2 Corinthians 1:3–4. We can praise 
God for being the One who comforts us. 
In this Advent season, rest in the comfort 
God provides. Praise God for all of the 
ways He has shown His truth to you 
through His Word. 

Day 7: Have a praise party! As a family, 
talk about the things you noticed about 
God this week. List the ways that you 
have seen God work, and celebrate those 
places together. 

by Krista Heinen

G o d  c a m e  n e a r  t o  u s 
i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  a  b a b y

P R A Y I N G
t h r o u g h  a d v e n t
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traditions
family time

It was time to put a stop to the madness on my 
Christmas tree. Perhaps your Christmas tree is a work 
of art, but mine wasn’t. It had become a beautiful 
mismatched mess of homemade clay projects and Elvis, 
Star Wars, and Disney ornaments. But the story my 
Christmas tree told wasn’t the one I wanted. It wasn’t the 
story of the birth of the Messiah. So I boldly declared 
that we should give our regular ornaments a rest and try 
something new.  

The book Jesse Tree Devotions: A Family Activity 
for Advent led to our Christmas tree makeover. The 
devotional listed 25 ornament ideas. The book begins 
with creation and leads to the arrival of the long-awaited 
Messiah. The ornaments were the perfect way to tell 
God’s story on our tree. However, making 25 different 
ornaments seemed like a lot of work, so I turned to my 
faith community. I organized a system where each family 
selected a different day in the devotional and committed 
to make 25 of the same ornament that went with that 
day’s reading.

We gathered a few weeks later and laid out all the 
ornaments. It was the most beautiful sight! As we passed 
around each ornament, the story of the Messiah’s coming 
unfolded before our eyes. And the creative hands of our 
faith community helped tell that story. The Jesse Tree 
became our tree. As a community, we now shared in 
telling the greatest story ever in each of our homes—and 
a new tradition was born!
by Dawn Heckert

Should you choose to do the devotions and make the 
ornaments with your faith community or on your own, you 
can purchase Jesse Tree Devotions: A Family Activity for 
Advent by Marilyn Breckenridge in a bookstore or online.
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B R O W N  S U G A R 
m e a t b a l l s
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recipe
family time

Prepare the Meatballs: 

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.

2. Place a wire rack over a baking sheet; set aside.

3. In a large bowl, combine thawed turkey burgers, 
bread crumbs, egg, salt, fresh ground pepper, garlic, 
and oregano.

4. Using a wooden spoon, mix until well combined.

5. Shape mixture into one-inch balls and place on 
previously prepared wire rack.

6. Bake for 16 to 18 minutes or until cooked through.

Prepare the Glaze: 

1. In a large, nonstick frying pan, combine brown 
sugar, white vinegar, and rice vinegar.

2. Add baked meatballs to the pan and cook over 
medium heat for 10 minutes, turning meatballs 
once halfway through cooking and stirring 
occasionally.

3. Remove from frying pan.

4. Place a toothpick in each meatball for easy serving. 

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, 
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

What you’ll do:
What you’ll need:

Prep time: 15 min. Cook time: 25 min. Yields 26–30 meatballs

These meatballs will surely be a hit at a faith community gathering this season. You can use the 

meatball recipe below or simply buy packaged frozen meatballs. Both options will be delicious and 

bring a smile to young and old.

by Debbie Guinn

For the Meatballs: 
• 1 package (2 lbs.) frozen Butterball Sweet Onion 

Turkey Burgers, thawed (find in your grocery 
store’s freezer section)

• 1/2 c. Italian-style bread crumbs

• 1 egg, lightly beaten

• 1/2 tsp. salt

• 1/8 tsp. (or to taste) fresh ground pepper

• 2 garlic cloves, minced

• 1 tsp. dried oregano

  

For the Glaze: 
• 1/2 c. light brown sugar

• 2 tbsp. white vinegar

• 1 tbsp. rice vinegar

B R O W N  S U G A R 
m e a t b a l l s



J O Y
t o  t h e  w o r l d

kids in the kitchen
family time

16
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kids in the kitchen
family time

What you’ll need:
Prep time: 20 min. Cook time: 6–8 min. Yields: 2 dozen 

cookies

• 1 c. butter, softened

• 1 c. granulated white sugar

• 1 tsp. vanilla extract

• 1 egg

• 2 tsp. baking powder

• 3 c. all purpose flour

• “J,” “O,” and “Y” cookie cutters

• disposable tin, tissue paper, and other gift-wrapping 
embellishments

What you’ll do:
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.

2. In the bowl of your mixer, cream butter and sugar 
until smooth.

3. Beat in vanilla extract and egg.

4. In a separate bowl, mix dry ingredients together 
and add a little at a time to the wet ingredients. 
The dough will be stiff. If it becomes too stiff for 
your mixer, turn out the dough onto a floured 
surface and finish kneading by hand.

5. Divide the dough into workable batches and roll 
out onto a floured surface until about an inch thick.

6. Use cookie cutters to cut out equal numbers of “J,” 
“O,” and “Y.”

7. Place on baking sheet and bake for six to eight 
minutes. Let cool on baking sheet for five to six 
minutes before transferring to cooling rack.

8. Once cookies have cooled, place tissue paper in 
the disposable tin and package up the cookies for 
your faith community.

As soon as God made the promise to send a Redeemer, 
God’s people began to wait for the day when the 
Redeemer would come to repair the broken relationship 
between God and people. The faith community greatly 
anticipated the coming of their King. This month, we’ll 
also come together with our faith community to celebrate 
the birth of our Redeemer and Savior!

Gather these very basic ingredients and spend some 
time with your kids as you prepare sugar cookies to give 
away. As you’re mixing, cutting, and baking, ask your kids 
with whom in their faith community do they want to share 
the cookies. What people might need a little “JOY” to 
encourage them or lift their spirits? Let your kids take the 
lead, and try to encourage them in the process. Gift wrap 
abounds this time of year, so get creative with packaging, 
and let your kids help with that part too!

by Angelina Pavone

J O Y
t o  t h e  w o r l d

Prep time: 20 min. Cook time: 6–8 min. Yields: 2 dozen cookies

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, 
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”
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The Israelites waited thousands of years for the birth 
of the Messiah. As the entire community anticipated 
the fulfillment of God’s promise, they kept hope alive 
through traditions and stories passed from generation 
to generation. No one wanted to be unprepared for the 
glorious day when their Savior would arrive. 

For many of us, the anticipation of the coming Messiah 
is echoed in our Advent season. The holidays are filled 
with the flurry of preparation, prayers, storytelling, and 
gatherings—all leading up to our Christmas celebration. 

As you plan for your holiday season, consider inviting 
your neighborhood or faith community to a fun get-
together where they can share some of their favorite 
Christmas memories. As the host, provide the hot 
chocolate, and set up a hot chocolate station that will 
allow guests to personalize their drinks. 

Ask each person who comes to bring a photo of her 
Christmas tree and an item for your hot chocolate 
station. Some suggestions: syrups (chocolate, caramel, 
or raspberry), whipped cream, mini marshmallows, 
peppermint candies, sea salt, chocolate shavings, or toffee 
pieces.

by Alyson Crockett

Get your Faith 
Community talking:

Give each guest a opportunity to share the photo 
of his tree. Be sure to allow time for your guests to 
share any special traditions they have for decorating 
the tree or the story behind a special ornament.  

As time allows, discuss the following questions:

• Why is Christmas important to you?

• What was the best Christmas you’ve ever had?  
What made it so special?

• What special tradition does your family have 
to celebrate Jesus’ birth?

conversation starters
family time

C H R I S T M A S
c o m m u n i t y
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game time
family time

What you’ll need:
• small gift item (toy car, small doll, game, etc.)
• gift-wrapping items (wrapping paper, boxes, bags with 

tissue paper, etc.)
• scissors
• tape
• music

Optional: Buy duplicates of the gift item so that each child gets 
one at the end.

Set Up!

Begin by wrapping the gift item. Wrap it again, creating a 
second layer of packaging. Repeat wrapping the item layer 
upon layer, five or six times.

Time to Play!

Gather your family and designate one person to be the music 
player. Have everyone else sit in a circle. Let the youngest 
player start by holding the wrapped present. Begin playing the 
music and passing the present around the circle. When the 
music stops, the person holding the present gets to unwrap the 
first layer. Once the first layer has been unwrapped, start the 
music again and repeat. Continue doing this until someone 
gets to the actual present. 

Talk with your family about what it was like to wait and wait 
before anyone could see what the present was. Ask them what 
they think it must have been like for those waiting for the 
promised Messiah to come.

Let’s Add a Twist!

Add a fun twist to this game by playing a second round. This 
round can be played two ways and is similar to Hide and 
Seek. Wrap a secondary gift item several times and hide it 
somewhere in your home. The first person to find the present 
gets to unwrap the first layer. You will then hide the present 
again and repeat until the last finder unwraps the final layer. 

A simpler option for this would be to hide the unwrapped 
item and play as many rounds of Hide and Seek with it as you 
like.

Remember!

Remind your children of how excited they felt when they 
found out what the present was. Once again, encourage them 
to imagine how much more excited the people waiting for 
Jesus must have felt! They were waiting for something truly 
wonderful and amazing! As we wait for the Messiah to come 
back, we also get to wait in excitement together with so many 
other people in our own faith community. What a blessing it is 
for God to allow us to live in community with one another and 
with those who are just as excited as we are to see His face 
when He returns!

by Heather de Partee

C H R I S T M A S
c o m m u n i t y

T H E  W A I T I N G 
g a m e

ALL PLAY
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family time

god’s word

W A I T I N G
f o r  t h e  p r o m i s e
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family time

god’s word

When I was a kid, I learned very quickly that lying in 
bed all night thinking about the presents I could open 
on Christmas morning was torture, but if I fell asleep, the 
night would go faster. I wouldn’t remember a thing after 
my eyes closed. Too often, we close our spiritual eyes 
during Advent and wake up the day after Christmas with 
a headache. However, the body of Christ has set aside the 
Advent season to help us keep our eyes open and focus 
on the work of God.  

Too often we make the mistake of believing that the 
Advent begins in the gospels. Advent is a time of waiting 
and preparation and begins thousands of years earlier.  
Matthew’s opening chapter begins with one of those 
boring genealogies full of hard-to-pronounce names. 
It’s easy to skip to verse 18 to begin the story. But when 
we stop to pay attention, we realize that every name 
is connected to a life, and through every life, God tells 
His story. A scarlet thread runs through them—a thread 
that connects God’s promise that through Abraham’s 
descendants (Genesis 22:18) all nations would be blessed 
to the fulfillment of that promise thousands of years later 
in the womb of Mary (Matthew 1:18).

Generations and generations of faithful men and 
women waited for God’s promises to be fulfilled. Luke’s 
genealogy traces the waiting and preparation all the 
way back to Adam. Mary becomes a beautiful picture of 
Advent because there is no more appropriate picture of 
anxious waiting and preparation than a pregnant woman.  
Matthew’s genealogy measures out for us the faithful 
waiting of God’s people for the coming Messiah.

HEAR IT:
Read Matthew 1 to your family. As you read, have your 
children listen carefully to these names, and invite 
them to raise their hands if they know the story of 
God through a particular person. Listen to your child 
share that person’s part of The Big God Story, and then 
continue through the chapter.

The story of God continues in His people today who 
still wait and prepare. Our spiritual ancestors didn’t 
intend for Advent to celebrate Jesus’ birth; they wanted 
to connect His first coming to the fact that He promised 
to come again. Discuss how your family might be more 
intentional about anticipating and preparing for Jesus’ 
second coming.

Do It: 
Find a Nativity set. It can be as simple as something 

you draw and cut out of felt or paper, or it can be as 
fancy as a traditional set with figurines. Read about Jesus’ 
birth in Luke 2. When you get to the part where Mary 
and Joseph arrive and have to pay taxes, give everyone 
a chocolate coin. Consider repeating the process several 
times throughout the month. After a few times, allow your 
children to tell the narrative to you from memory!

by Ric Olsen
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family time

worship

We see throughout the Bible that a powerful way for 
God’s people to worship together as a faith community 
has always been through music. At Christmas especially, 
we can use treasured traditional carols to praise God. 
Unfortunately, much of the time these traditional carols 
get lost or thrown in with tunes about Frosty and Santa, 
or they’re sung without being explained or understood. 
It takes intentionality to slow down and reflect on the 
meaning of the words we sing, but when we do, we will 
find rich truth about God that we have the opportunity to 
proclaim together year after year.

One song in particular that contains a great message 
about the coming of Jesus is “O Holy Night.” In the first 
verse, we find these words: 

Long lay the world in sin and error pining 

‘Til He appeared and the soul felt its worth. 

A thrill of hope, the weary world rejoices 

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn.

These lines help us see that before Jesus came, the 
world, broken by sin, was desperately waiting for a Savior 
to come and bring restoration. In the Advent season 
leading up to Christmas, we join in this time of “waiting,” 
pining and longing for our coming Savior as we remember 
our sinful state. We sing knowing that indeed Christ has 
already come and has brought us hope, but that He has 
also promised to come back and make all things new, and 
so we are again in a season of longing and waiting!

The song continues with the phrase, “Fall on your 
knees!” This reminds us that bowing down in humility and 
adoration is an appropriate response to the coming of 
Jesus. Jesus, the Savior, is completely worthy of all of our 
love, respect, and deepest acts of worship.

This month, take some time to read through the lyrics 
of “O Holy Night” or another of your favorite traditional 
Christmas carols together with your children. Be sure to 
explain any words or phrases that might be hard for them 
to understand. Then, ask your children this question: 
“What would your response be if you saw baby Jesus?” 
(Would they “fall on their knees,” bring Him a gift, sing 
Him a song, etc.?) Finally, sing the song together, praising 
God for keeping His promise to send a Savior.

by Emily Ganzfried

T H E  T R U T H
i n  a  c a r o l

You can purchase ‘O Holy Night’ by 
Crystal Lewis and Joy to the World by 
Lincoln Brewster from the links below:

https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/
holiday!-collection-christmas/
id26090555

https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/
holiday!-collection-christmas/
id26090555

music
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blessing
family time

A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a Bible 
passage, or words of encouragement. Blessings can be 
spoken over a child for the purpose of declaring God’s 

protection, joy, and wisdom oveR him.

READ
Read the following excerpts from Luke 2:8–17:

There were shepherds living out in the fields 
nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at 
night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them 
… [and] said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring 
you good news … a Savior has been born to you; 
he is the Messiah … [The shepherds] hurried off 
and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who 
was lying in the manger. When they had seen 
him, they spread the word concerning what had 
been told them about this child.

BLESS
Pray the following blessing over your children:

(Child’s name), Christ came for everyone, 
including you. He knows you, inside and out, 
and desires to have a relationship with you. He 
gave you family, friends, and a church to reflect 
His goodness and love poured out over you. He 
gave you a voice to spread His good news to the 
world, and He will give you courage to shout it 
from the rooftops!

Our children need to know they play a special 
and unique part in God’s community. In the gospel 
account of the birth of Jesus, the shepherds were 
the first people to hear this special announcement. 
Not kings, not religious folk, not dignitaries—but 
shepherds, who had little education and no 
political status or religious clout. They were 
considered one of the lowest professions of the 
time period, and yet they were entrusted with 
bringing the news of Christ the Savior to others. 
God doesn’t always call on those who appear 
equipped, but He always equips those He calls to 
carry out His good news.

by Jesse Craig
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taking action
family time

People matter. This is the core belief of 
Sevenly, an organization that raises funds for a 
different charity every seven days. Sevenly does 
this by creating unique products, including 
clothing, and with the purchase of each piece, 
seven dollars goes to that week’s charity.

Founded in 2011, Sevenly has raised four 
million dollars to serve one million people 
worldwide. Sevenly strives to bring attention 
to the world’s greatest causes and hopes to 
lead a generation toward generosity.

Each week, Sevenly invites customers to 
purchase their products to raise awareness 
and funding for a cause in need. For 
example, a recent campaign raised funds for 
The Invisible Girl project, which helps young 
girls in India who are in danger of being  
abandoned or killed.

The fact that the cause changes each week 
makes Sevenly unique. Each week the goal is 
to sell 1,000 products in order to raise $7,000 
toward the cause of the current campaign. 

When Sevenly surpasses that goal, they 
increase the goal to $14,000. Many times the 
donations have been well beyond the set 
goal. 

Donations have supported a variety of 
causes, from raising awareness of autism to 
providing shoes and clean drinking water in 
developing countries. They have partnered 
with charities including American Cancer 
Society, Mercy Ships, 4 Paws for Ability, 
Reece’s Rainbow, Destiny Rescue, Polaris 

S E V E N L Y
b e c a u s e
p e o p l e
m a t t e r
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taking action
family time

Project, All Girls Allowed, Together We Rise, HELP USA, 
Soles4Souls—and the list continues. Because the charities 
change each week, customers can purchase items to 
benefit the causes closest to their hearts.

For each weekly campaign, the Sevenly artists design 
new unique artwork to be printed on their T-shirts and 
merchandise. Most of their items are limited-edition 
items. They’re created for that specific cause and are only 
available to purchase for that week. 

It doesn’t matter if the desire to give to a cause stems 
from a personal experience or simply a feeling of being 
called. What matters is that people come together to help 

those most in need. When a community comes together 
to give back, the impact can be a great one. 

The first step in making a difference is bringing 
awareness, and each time a T-shirt is worn, it provides 
an opportunity for a conversation to be started and an 
awareness to be made. And when someone asks you why 
you donate or why it is important to you, remind them it is 
because people matter. 

To learn more about Sevenly and the community of 
organizations they support, go to www.sevenly.org.

by Molli Patterson
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global
family time

Where in the World Is ...

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global  
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

El Salvador, the smallest Central American 
country, encompasses 8,124 square miles. It’s 
bordered on the north and east by Honduras, 
on the south and southwest by the Pacific 
Ocean, and the northwest by Guatemala. It is 
the only Central American country without a 
Caribbean coastline. 

 

More than six million people call El Salvador 
their home.

If you lived in El Salvador, you would eat a lot 
of dishes made with maize (corn). El Salvador’s 
most notable dish is the pupusa, a thick 
handmade tortilla (made from corn flour or rice 
flour) that’s stuffed with cheese.

If you attended religious services in El Salvador, 
you would most likely attend a Catholic Mass.

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF EL SALVADOR,  

LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

PLEASE PRAY FOR:
• Peace and protection from gangs. El Salvador has the highest 

homicide rate in the world, and this is causing parents to send 
their unaccompanied children (as young as five) to the United 
States in hopes of keeping them safe.

• Alternative options to gangs. Ministries such as Christian surfing 
and skateboarding organizations can provide a productive 
pastime as well as mentorship and Bible training.

• Churches to continue to reach out to their communities with 
hope and healing.

El Salvador needs peace! Take a sheet of paper, some crayons, 
and some letter stencils and write “PEACE.”  (You can also draw 
the letter outlines if you don’t have stencils.) Encourage each family 
member to use a crayon to color in a letter while praying for peace 
in the lives of children and families who live in places where gangs 
threaten their safety.

N

S
EW

EL SALVADOR

To talk to your friends in El Salvador,  
you would speak Spanish.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN SPANISH, YOU WOULD SAY,

“HOLA”  
PRONOUNCED OH-LAH

TURKEY
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I n s p I r e :   PARENTING STORIES 
AND DEVOTIONS TO 
SPUR YOU ON AND 
MOTIVATE YOU AS YOU 
SPIRITUALLY PARENT 
YOUR CHILDREN.

e q u I p :   RESOURCES TO 
PREPARE YOU AS YOU 
NAVIGATE THROUGH 
TOUGH AGES AND 
TOUGH TOPICS.

s u p p o r t :   WALKING ALONGSIDE 
YOU TO PROMOTE 
HEALTHY MARRIAGES 
AND ANSWER YOUR 
SPIRITUAL PARENTING 
AND SPIRITUAL 
GRANDPARENTING 
QUESTIONS. 
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everyday mom blog
inspire

home   about me  everyday mom  everyday dad   contact

anticipate the story | by noel guevara | arisinglight.blogspot.com

Christmas is something I truly anticipate. As soon as the leaves turn, I start looking forward to stringing the lights and decking the 
halls. Once my girls were old enough to join in on the fun, I loved having little elves—er, I mean helpers—to join me in the spreading of 
cheer. Our favorite family tradition has become lighting the Advent candles. I am an easy target for all the commercialism of Christmas, 
but as we light those candles and read the words of hope and joy and peace interwoven throughout God’s story, I am grounded in the 
true meaning of Christmas. In the glow of candlelight and cadence of Scripture, I anticipate the chapters yet to unfold in God’s story. 

But last November, we said good-bye to our foster daughter a day before Thanksgiving, and the emptiness that was left in our hearts 
and home felt too dark to fill with light, too deep to fill with hope. This season of joy celebrated in a baby’s birth, and hope placed in the 
promise of His return, felt empty. For the first time in my life, I couldn’t anticipate Christmas. I couldn’t anticipate anything.

My husband, in an act that could only have been inspired by God’s Spirit, reached out to our faith community and asked for 
encouragement.  A request so simple, it was brilliant: leave us a voicemail. Those voicemails were played from our car to our living room 
to our girls’ iPods when they couldn’t sleep at night. In the days that followed, our faith community rallied around us in ways big and 
small. They wrapped us in words and hugs and food and hope. Hope doesn’t give you the answers to your questions, it doesn’t provide a 
solution to your problem, but it helps you look up and anticipate the rest of the story—the rest of God’s story.

Each week, as we lit a new candle in our Advent wreath, our anticipation grew. We started to anticipate joy, and we found joy—in 
words of encouragement, in a comforting hug, in a hot meal. We started to anticipate peace, and we found peace in a promise found in 
Scripture, in a prayer shared for our foster daughter, in a community that shared our burden. We were loved so deeply that we started to 
heal. Christmas reminds us that it’s okay to be broken, for it is Christmas that celebrates a Savior sent to heal.  

We lost our footing last Christmas, and without the arms of a faith community to catch us, we may have lost our hope. But those arms 
acted as the hands and feet of Christ and carried us through to a place where we could anticipate not just the season but the story still 
unfolding.  
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everyday dad blog
inspire

 Reclaim the Celebration |  by Matt Guevara

home  |   about me  |   everyday mom  |   Everyday DaD   |   contact

I often wonder if the Christmas I celebrate is the kind of spiritual and meaningful celebration that pleases God. Moreover, is the 
Christmas celebration we create in our home something that gives God glory and puts Him on display? I admit, I’ve added a lot to the 
celebration of Christ. I wrestle and struggle with this every year. Is my celebration of Christ—coming in fulfillment of all that was promised, 
bringing about God’s rescue operation, opening a door in the cosmos which can never again be shut—missing the point?

This is why Advent is my favorite Christmas tradition. More than presents. More than decorations. More than cookies. More than 
Christmas programs or watching Christmas specials on TV. In fact, Advent might be the only Christmas tradition I really enjoy. 

Advent builds anticipation for Christmas unlike any other tradition. I’ll never forget the lighting of the candles each Sunday at the church I 
grew up in, or my parents lighting a Christ candle on Christmas Eve in our family room. Once my wife, Noel, and I had children of our own, 
we began to celebrate Advent. We bought an Advent wreath, lit the candles each Sunday, and focused time on devotionally building the 
anticipation for Christmas. One of our Advent traditions is to celebrate Advent with other people every Sunday night during that month. 
We invite others into our home, share a meal and a devotion, and light the next candle. Often we focus on family or friends, but last year we 
tried something different: We invited every family in our church. 

We created several Advent stations around the house. Over the course of three hours, a dozen families from our faith community came 
and worshipped together, reflected on Jesus’ birth, created some fun things, passed out a daily Advent devotional, and drank the world’s 
finest hot chocolate. It was amazing to see families pause together and enjoy one another and engage in spiritual conversation. 

That’s the beauty of faith community. The simple act of coming together allows for kids to learn from their parents, for adults to learn with 
children, and for families to learn from one another. Together we can reclaim the celebration.
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tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when 
you’re attempting to teach your children, use repetition! 

These commandments that I give you today 
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit 
at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up. 
Deuteronomy 6:6–7

lie down

sit a
t home

along the road

get up

get upget up This month, sing this 
rhyme to the tune of “Frosty the 
Snowman” to start your day by 
reminding your children that they 
won’t have to wait long to celebrate 
Jesus being born!

Listen here when viewing 
the enhanced online issue at 
HomeFrontMag.com!

Jesus is coming, 
He’ll be born on Christmas day. 

As we sing this song, 
We won’t wait for long
For our Savior to be born!

by Tommy Larson

W A I T I N G
f o r  h e a v e n
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In these past two years since our daughter 
Lenya went home to be with the Lord, we 
have been able to witness incredible beauty 
from the ashes of pain and heartache.

While I wish with all my heart that we 
could have learned these truths without 
having to say good-bye so abruptly to our 
five-year-old, one thing I am thankful for is 
how aware our other three children have 
become of heaven.

Before Lenya left this earth, we would 
talk often about how she would have no 
allergies in heaven. She even said one time, 
“Mom, when I get to heaven, I’m going to 
the store there and I’m going to buy a whole 
box of cheese and peanut butter.” She was 
allergic to so many things, and we taught 
the girls how heaven is a place where there 
is no hurting, no rashes, and no sadness. 
Discussing what we looked forward to the 
most became a common topic. 

Now, with Lenya having beat us there, our 
daughters always want to talk about the place 
where their sister is and where we all will be 
soon. Daisy, our four-year-old, has questions 
all the time. She recently proclaimed, “Mom, I 
have a problem. My problem is that it’s taking 
too long to get to heaven!” It’s moments like 
these when we seize the opportunity to share 
what the Bible has to say about heaven. 
And recently, it has become a sweet thing to 

discover the girls talking about heaven with 
each other, on their own.

My husband, who is a pastor, teaches 
about how the Bible describes heaven. It’s 
been much-needed fuel in bringing comfort 
to us, but it has also aided us in teaching our 
girls.

As tough as this topic is, there is one 
exercise we have done that has brought 
comfort to our family: 

We allow one of our daughters to pretend 
to be Lenya, one to pretend to be Jesus, and 
one to be us, all holding hands. We tell them 
that Lenya is with Jesus, holding hands with 
Him, and Jesus is in our hearts and with us. 
Although she seems really far away, she’s 
actually nearer than it seems. The more we 
hold on to Jesus, the closer we are to her. And 
while it seems like every day takes us further 
from her, each day actually brings us closer to 
the day we will be with Jesus and Lenya.  

This little lesson brings so much comfort 
and makes the waiting a little easier. Walking 
through this, the girls often have had an 
easier time understanding these truths than 
I’ve had. It reminds me how vital it is to 
have faith like a child; it definitely makes the 
waiting easier!

by Jennie Lusko

tough topics
equip

W A I T I N G
f o r  h e a v e n
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student id
equip

As a youth pastor, I gave hundreds and hundreds of sermons. One 
of the humbling things I began to realize was that most students could 
not recall a single message I’d given. Sometimes a kid remembered 
one or two! But one thing students did walk away with was a very 
clear picture of my life.

Parenting is just like this. More than all of the things we say we 
value, believe in, or care about, our children will learn from the lives 
we actually live—not the lives we talk about. Of course, this prompts 
the question: “How do I live a life of faith that I’d want my children to 
learn from?”

Steven Garber raises a similar question in his book The Fabric of 
Faithfulness: Weaving Together Belief and Behavior. He asks what 
causes a person’s faith to flourish over the long haul. To answer this 
question, he surveyed a number of people who were more than 20 

L I V I N G
i n  c o m m u n i t y

There may be no more 
important time in life to grasp 
your identity (ID) in Christ 
than middle or high school. 
Understanding who they are 
and that they were created 
for a purpose allows our 
kids to stand firm against the 
destructive counter-identities 
the world will offer them.

(6th to 12th GRADE)

Student ID
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(6th to 12th GRADE)

years out of college, who still had passion for Jesus, and who 
were trying to follow Jesus in all aspects of their lives. One 
commonality he found amongst all these people is that they 
lived intentionally in community with other believers.

Garber says, “They made choices over the years to live out 
their worldview in the company of a community of mutually 
committed folk who provided a network of stimulation and 
support which showed that the ideas could be coherent 
across the whole of life.”

First, community stimulates our imagination as we watch 
and learn from others who are living out their faith in their 
daily lives. Faith is primarily caught, not taught. That’s why 
Paul is so bold as to say, “Follow my example, as I follow 
the example of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1). Paul’s invitation 
to imitate him suggests faith must be learned by following 
others’ examples. As we live life in community, we are 
surrounded by living examples of the Jesus way of life. If 
we want to pass on a thriving faith to our children, we must 
be challenged and learn from others in a community of 
believers. 

Second, community provides support. When we follow 
Jesus in community, we are given the support of the body of 
Christ. If we are going to live out this risky, counter-cultural 
Jesus way of life, we are going to need each other. It was 
never Jesus’ intention that we go it alone! Many of the risks I 
have taken as a follower of Jesus were because I had people 
who were risking with me.

This is exactly what Paul is getting at in Hebrews 10:24–25: 
”Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds, not giving up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.”

So, parents, from whom are you learning to follow Jesus? 
Who’s walking alongside you on this journey? These are 
important questions to ask as you parent your kids in 
middle and high school!

by Steven Gros
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marriage
support

Waiting together in marriage, especially when God is silent, can be strengthening. Waiting on a 
medical test result, a prodigal to come home, or a long sought-after positive pregnancy test are 
seasons that hold powerful revelations.

Oswald Chambers says this about waiting in silence in his book My Utmost for His Highest: “You 
will find that God has trusted you in the most intimate way possible, with an absolute silence, not of 
despair, but of pleasure, because He saw that you could stand a greater revelation.”

 The calling to wait can strengthen a marriage, but it’s helpful if these things are already strong in 
each spouse before the calling occurs:

1.  Cultivate a personal relationship with 
God. It’s not the same if you’re trusting your 
spouse’s personal connection to Him. Trust 
your own Father God. 

2.  Independently worship God in the 
everyday grind of life. He changes the grind 
to grand when we offer worship regardless 
of emotional status. This will discipline you 
to keep your eye on Him, which is crucial in 
silent waiting.

3.  Dedicate your own heart to making 
Father God your highest affection above 
your spouse. This prepares you to keep Him 
treasured above a much-desired outcome.  

4.  Practice grace with your spouse. If you 
believe God’s answer will come through 
spiritual performance, you may become 
judgmental in your perceptions of your 
spouse’s attitudes and actions. Judging one 
another creates a rip in the intimacy climate 
necessary for belief in waiting.  

5.  Practice courage with your spouse. 
Despite negative emotions that may arise in 
life, develop a habit of helping your spouse 
back to belief when he or she feels hopeless. 
Reminding each other of the faithfulness of 
God brings courage to faith conversations. 
Courage spoken to one another will train you 
for the hardness of waiting in silence. 

Bringing a sturdy and vibrant God connection to the table of marriage helps to infuse the stability 
needed for waiting together. Revelation eventually comes to those who position themselves before 
God long before the calling to wait in silence. As David said in Psalm 27:14, learn to “wait for the 
Lord; be strong and take heart and wait for the Lord.” Together!

by Roxanna Grimes
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spiritual grandparenting
support
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spiritual grandparenting
support

I’ve got too much curiosity for my own good.

When I was growing up, I had a love-hate relationship 
with Christmas. I loved the smell of a freshly cut tree in 
the house, and I loved all the lights and ornaments my 
mom used to decorate. But I hated waiting for presents.

I was so impatient, and curious about what “Santa” 
might bring, that I made it a personal goal to find all the 
Christmas presents that my parents might have hidden 
away. Unfortunately, when I found presents, they were 
already wrapped. Do you think that was going to stop a 
six-year-old on a mission?

Ever so carefully, I would peel away the tape that held 
a corner of the wrapping paper together to see how little 
of it I would need to pull back until I could see what was 
inside. I’m sure that (to my parent’s wonderment) quite a 
number of our presents arrived under the tree looking a 
bit disheveled.

Here’s the problem with being a “sneak-peeker.” The 
Christmas Day thrill of tearing through ribbons and 
paper to find what lay underneath was gone. Any joy I 
might have had in new discoveries was nonexistent. I had 
rained on my own Christmas parade.

Today, when I have a present I’m giving to my 
grandkids, I don’t wrap it up. Wrapping paper is for 
amateur gift-givers! I’ll hide the gift somewhere in their 
home, and then we play the Hot and Cold game. If they 
move closer to where the gift is, I yell, “Warmer, you’re 
getting warmer,” and if they move away, it’s “You’re getting 

colder, colder … you’re freezing!” We keep doing this until 
the gift is finally found. 

The Hot and Cold game is great fun for all of us 
because it raises anticipation for what’s going to be found. 
The experience of the hunt is almost as exciting as the gift 
itself.

Anticipation makes life richer, and it makes what you 
are waiting for that much more important and valuable. 
Christmas is a wonderful time to remember that we are 
all waiting for the return of God’s ultimate gift to us, Jesus 
Christ.

In the Jewish observation of the Passover Seder meal, 
the tradition is for the children to search for the afikomen, 
which is a broken piece of matzo bread that is wrapped 
in cloth and hidden prior to the Seder. The child who 
finds the afikomen is rewarded for the discovery. Some 
Messianic Jews believe that the search for the afikomen 
may be a supernaturally inspired symbol of the arrival 
of Jesus Christ. It’s interesting that afikomen is actually a 
Greek word meaning “the coming one.”

This Christmas, perhaps you can dream up a Hot and 
Cold hunt that engages your kids or grandkids in a search 
for a symbol of Jesus. Searching for something hidden 
raises anticipation, and it’s a wonderful teaching tool. 

You’re getting warmer …

by Mark Brandes

R A I S I N G
a n t i c i p a t i o n
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

“God’s family cares for 
each other and worships 
God together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights 
who we are in Christ. According 
to Ephesians 1, we have been 
chosen, adopted, redeemed, 
sealed, and given an inheritance 
in Christ … all of which we did 
nothing to earn. This conviction 
allows children to stand firm 
against the destructive counter 
identities the world will offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate 
a sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger 
than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that 
as Christ followers we are to view our lives as living 
sacrifices that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their 

comfort zones from an early age, they learn to 
experience a dependence on the Holy Spirit to 
equip and strengthen them beyond their natural 
abilities and desires. We believe this environment 
will cultivate a generation that, instead of seeking 
comfort, seeks a radical life of faith in Christ. 

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

4

5

2

3

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how 
I have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels 
us to see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told for His 
glory.

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

1
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the 

direct opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for 
a child encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, 
and a vision of a corrected path for the individual with the 
purpose of healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Key to this environment is the value that children 
are respected because they embody the image of God. We 
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld 
due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his or her 
brothers and sisters in Christ, as 
well as for those who are spiritually 
lost. Our hope is that the Holy 
Spirit will use this environment to 
allow each child to understand that 
God has entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and 

being known by God. We live in a world that denies 
absolute truth, but God’s Word offers just that. As 
we create an environment that upholds and displays 
God’s truth, we give children a foundation based on 
knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, 
mighty, and awesome, yet He has chosen to make 
Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”

8

9

10
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