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We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen teacher. It is He who causes spiritual
growth and formation when and as He chooses. As such, we have articulated 10 distinct
environments to create in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, which we refer
to as an environment, in which God’s Spirit can move freely.

The environment of IDENTITY highlights who we are in Christ. According to Ephesians 1, we
have been chosen, adopted, redeemed, sealed, and given an inheritance in Christ. This
conviction allows children to stand firm against the destructive counter-identities the
world offers.
Our culture constantly feeds our families the lies of false identities. School, friends, TV,
magazines, music, and so much more continually tell our children that who they are isn’t
good enough—that they need to be someone different. As we attempt to spiritually raise
our families and redeem what the world has taken, it’s essential to be rooted in truth.

Michelle Anthony

Vice President and Publisher of
Learning Resources | David C Cook


Follow Michelle: @TruInspiration

We have to affirm the Christlikeness we see in our children as they strive to stand firm
against false identities. In a world that finds identity in shallow and fleeting things, only the
truth of our identity in Christ can offer true meaning and purpose.

e d i to r ’ s c h o i c e
Our family small group was looking for more opportunities
to speak identity into one another’s lives. We challenged
ourselves to find creative ways to speak identity words to one
another, to take photos of how we did this, and then to post the
photos to Instagram. This way, we could all be encouraged.
Some of our kids left notes on lampshades for their parents
or stuck sticky notes to their backs. Sisters wrote on bathroom
mirrors for their brothers. One of our moms snuck a love letter
into her husband’s suitcase before he left on a work trip. It was
so fun to watch these things happen.
Because we were all in, my husband and I knew we needed
to up our game if we wanted to surprise our kids. God gave us a
such a fun idea!
We have a long, hot commute home from school every day.
So we thought this would be the perfect opportunity to bless
the kiddos with nice cool smoothies. When I went up to order
them, I explained to the cashier that we were doing a fun thing
with our kids and asked, “Can you make this smoothie for
‘Adored’? And that one for ‘Courageous’?” He sort of laughed,
but said, “This is awesome! I love it.”
Then we told the kids to listen for when their smoothies
would be ready. When the worker called out, “Adored! Adored!”
and “Courageous!” we gave the kids a little nudge and said,
“That’s you.”
Now, any day our kids begin to forget who they are and
whose they are and need a little reminder, we let a barista or
smoothie maker do it for us!
by Kristy Coughlin

Design, Layout, and Photography by the Stanton Agency (joel@stantonagency.com)
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EDITOR’S NOTE
“Gratitude unlocks the fullness
of life. It turns what we have into
enough, and more. It turns denial into
acceptance, chaos to order, confusion
to clarity. It can turn a meal into a
feast, a house into a home, a stranger
into a friend.”
Melody Beattie,
Codependent No More
November rings in a season of gratitude,
and we can’t help but be overwhelmingly
thankful when we recognize that we’re
deeply loved by God. Once we grasp the
truth that our identity lies in Christ, and that
we’re chosen by God and uniquely designed
to be part of His story, gratefulness can be
our only response!

Debbie Guinn

Senior Managing Editor
David C Cook
debbie.guinn@davidccook.com

It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!
We couldn’t be more excited to
offer individual subscriptions
or bulk orders delivered right
to your doorstep.

Simply click the link below to subscribe today:

HomeFrontMag.com
Along with each subscription of HomeFront (or each Tru
membership), you will receive a digital pass that will give
you access to an enhanced version of the online magazine.
Here’s to a new step in our adventure of
spiritual parenting!

Let’s Be Social!
HomeFrontSP

HomeFrontSP

HomeFrontSP

This month’s CAPTURING THE SEASON
(page 6) encourages you to speak words of
identity into the lives of the guests at your
Thanksgiving feast. Consider using the
CONVERSATION STARTERS game (page 18) at
your holiday meal as a fun way to get to know
your extended family and guests better.
GOD’S WORD (pages 20) retells the familiar
story of the Prodigal Son, a person who forgot
his identity as the beloved son of his father.
It’s a story to which many of us can relate. Our
GLOBAL feature (page 26) focuses on Iraq and
reminds us to pray for the Christians being
persecuted there. And MARRIAGE (page 34)
reminds us to spend time in God’s Word so
we can root our identity in Christ—instead of
finding our identity in our spouse.
This month, as you cultivate the
environment of IDENTITY in your home
and remember who you are and whose you
are, we at HomeFront pray that your family,
“being rooted and established in love, may
have power, together with all the Lord’s holy
people, to grasp how wide and long and high
and deep is the love of Christ, and to know
this love that surpasses knowledge—that you
may be filled to the measure of all the fullness
of God” Ephesians 3:17–19.

HomeFrontSP
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HOW TO USE
FAMILY TIME ...

FAMILY TIME

y as
s
a
e
s
a
It’s

FAMILY VERSE

ONE
TWO
THREE

Memorizing Scripture can be an incredible
practice to engage in as a family. But words
in and of themselves will not necessarily
transform us; it is God’s Spirit in these words
who transforms. We come to know God more
when we’re willing to open our hearts and
listen to His Holy Spirit through the words we
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and think
of creative ways to invite your family to open
up to God as they commit the verse to memory.

1

Start by deciding on a day and time
that works well for your entire family.
It can be an evening, afternoon, or
morning. Just commit to building
this time into your family’s natural
rhythm. It’s usually best to build this
time around a meal.

2

Look through HomeFront and see
what stands out. Choose two or
three experiences you would like to
incorporate into your family times
each week. Don’t feel burdened to
complete all the activities at once,
but carefully select which ones will
fit your family best. This resource
provides your family with more
than enough experiences to create
transforming environments in your
home throughout the month.

3

Remember to have fun! Strive to make
each gathering unique to your own
family as you enjoy spending time
with God and each other.
5
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family time

c a p t u r i n g t h e s e as o n

This year, put a twist on your Thanksgiving dinner place cards by reminding your relatives and friends who they
are and whose they are. Before setting your table, pray with your children, and carefully select an identity word or
phrase for each family member. Maybe Aunt Sue needs to remember that she is “Loved,” or maybe Grandpa would
benefit from a reminder that he has been “Redeemed.” (If any family members or friends aren’t followers of Jesus,
you can still affirm them with encouraging words.)
Then, take a blank business card or index card and write the family member’s name on one side and his identity
word on the other side. Clip the card in the glittered clothespin and put it at that person’s spot at the table. You’ll
create a beautiful table setting with some important reminders!
What you’ll need:
• blank business cards, small rectangles of card stock, or
index cards (1 per person)
• glitter (in the colors of your choice)
• double-sided tape
• wood clothespins (1 per person)
• scissors
• sheet of scrap paper
What you’ll do:
1. For each family member, write his name on one side of
the card and his prayerfully selected identity word or
phrase on the other side.
2. Take a clothespin and, on one side, apply a piece of
double-sided tape.

SOME IDENTITY words
to get you started:

3. Use scissors to trim any excess tape.
4. Place the clothespin (sticky-side up) on a sheet of
scrap paper and pour glitter over the top. Cover the
tape completely.
5. Use your fingers to press down the glitter, and then
shake off any excess glitter.
6. Clip the card into the clothespin and set it at your
family member’s place at your Thanksgiving table.

• Loved
• Chosen
• Redeemed

• Firmly
rooted

• Delighted in

• Beloved

•H
 eard

• Adopted

• Daughter

• New
creature

• Son
• Seen

• Co-heir

• Known

• Light

• Enough

• Ambassador

• Never alone

• Forgiven

• Wanted

•S
 pecial
•C
 herished
•P
 recious
•P
 rivileged
• Cared for
• Set free

IDENTITY | HomeFrontMag.com
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family time

c r e at e

we all love photos!
When we open a photo album, we scan the pages to see
photos of ourselves from another place and time. Who
were we then? The ways in which we perceive ourselves
shape most of our identity. But what if we could see ourselves the way God sees us? What if our children grew up
knowing that they belong to God first of all? Our children
would be secure in knowing that they’re loved, chosen, and
set apart.

What you’ll need:
• jumbo craft sticks (10 per photo)
• masking tape
• Mod Podge
• paintbrush (for applying Mod Podge)
• 5” x 7” photos of your family (preferably printed on
photo paper)

With this Craft Stick Identity Puzzle, you’ll consider the
identity of each family member as you make a fun puzzle out
of a photo. (You may also choose to make several puzzles.)

• hobby knife
• cutting surface (can be a cutting board, a cutting mat,
a piece of cardboard, etc.)

Before you get started with this activity, read this
month’s Family Verse, 1 Peter 2:9: “But you are a chosen
people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who
called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.”

• optional: Family Verse (see page 5 of this magazine),
scissors, heavy object (such as a glass baking pan),
zip-top bags (1 per puzzle)

Work together to make your puzzle. When you’re
done, keep the craft sticks in order and talk about the
photo. Point out different family members and talk about
the memories you made at the time the photo was taken.
Discuss what it means to be a part of your family and
then talk about what it means to be a part of God’s family.

What you’ll Do:
1. L
 ine up 10 craft sticks and tape them together with
masking tape. This will be the back of your puzzle.
Flip over the puzzle to the front.
2. Apply Mod Podge to the back of your photo and stick
it to the center of the puzzle. Optional: Cut out the
Family Verse on page 5 and use Mod Podge to attach
it to the back of the puzzle.

Take a craft stick out of the puzzle to illustrate how
we’re incomplete without Jesus in our lives. Use this time
with your children to ask them what they think about
their identities in Him. Affirm the positive attributes you
see in them.

3. Let the puzzle dry. You might put it facedown with
something heavy on top, such as a glass baking pan.

Finally, take a moment to thank God for adopting you
into His family. Pray that your family would “declare the
praises” of God and show Jesus to others.

4. Lay the puzzle facedown on your cutting surface,
and use the hobby knife to slice between the craft
sticks. Now you have the pieces of your puzzle!

by Kara Noel Lawson

5. Store each puzzle in its own zip-top bag.

9
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family time

sto ry t e l l i n g

A MEMBER OF god’s
royal family!
IDENTITY | HomeFrontMag.com

family time

sto ry t e l l i n g
Once upon a time, there was a boy
who ran away from home.
A few weeks earlier, the boy had
moved from the neighborhood where
everybody called him by his name. In
his new neighborhood, no one even
knew his name. At school, nobody
wanted to play with him. As the weeks
passed, he grew sadder and sadder.
And madder.
Who am I? the boy wondered. In my
old neighborhood, I was Adam’s friend.
Now I don’t have one friend. The boy
couldn’t imagine being happy in his
new neighborhood, especially if no
one knew who he was.
The kids at school don’t even know
that I was the best dodgeball player at
my old school, the boy realized. This
made him really sad, because he loved
being called the best dodgeball player
on the playground.
So, on this particular day, the boy
decided he was fed up with feeling
like a nobody. He stomped down the
hall to his bedroom and came up
with the idea of running away from
this no-name life. He crawled out the
window because he believed a lie. The
lie was this: I am a nobody, and I’m not
important.
It took four hours for the police to
find the boy. Thankfully, in the boy’s
pocket, he carried an ID that told
three truths about him. It said the boy’s
name, or who he was; the names of the
boy’s parents, or whose he was; and his
address, or his home. The boy’s family
had given him this ID to carry with
him. And on this day, the truths helped
him to get home safely.
Did you know that God has also
given you an ID with truths on it?
But it isn’t a plastic picture to carry
in your pocket. God gave you a

11

fingerprint! Did you know there is no
other fingerprint just like yours? Your
fingerprint shows that God was the
One who created you. Your fingerprint
ID tells who you are—because there’s
no one else like you—and whose you
are! You belong to God, and you’re a
member of His royal family!
The boy’s dad blessed his son that
night. The dad said, “Son, we love you,
and we want you to be with us. The
truth is that you cannot be replaced.
You are a Jackson, and you always will
be. God made you, and you bear His
image. It doesn’t matter where you live
or how well you play a game; you’re
always loved and valued by God and
your family.”
by Roxanna Grimes

Note to
parents:
It’s easy for kids to get the
idea that their identities are
wrapped up in physical features,
abilities, and popularity with
peers. Reduce the confusion by
separating your child’s being from
his doing. Help your child know
that his value comes from being
created in God’s image. Your
child doesn’t carry an ID card that
says, “Made by God.” But your
child does carry a fingerprint!
Find an inkpad, and guide
each family member to press a
finger into the ink and then press
that finger onto paper. When
everyone is done, compare your
fingerprints. See all the unique
image-bearing in your family.
Remind your children whose they
really are!

IDENTITY | HomeFrontMag.com

family time

p r ay e r

WHAT YOU’LL NEED:
• white pillowcases (1 per family member)
• washable markers
• permanent markers

Everyone seems to have an idea of how to define us. At
various times we’re called “children,” “siblings,” “parents,”
“students,” “athletes,” “colleagues”—and the list goes
on. Maybe you’ve been labeled as “funny,” “smart,”
“attractive,” or “good.” Or maybe the identities given to
you by others haven’t been nearly as positive. The truth
is that even the most well-meaning or uplifting labels
given to us by others always fall short of capturing who
we truly are. These identities will always fail to describe
the core of what makes us us.
The labels we wear often stem from our circumstances
or our performance in certain areas. But what happens
when you lose that job, or when your marriage becomes
rocky, or when you can no longer play that sport you
love? Only the true identity we find in Christ will last.
This month, take a night together as a family to remind
one another of your true identity in Christ. Sit around
a table and give a white pillowcase to each person.
Next, spend a few minutes in prayer and ask God to
reveal your true identity and how God sees you. Then
encourage each person to use washable markers to write
on his pillowcase words or phrases that the world might
use to define him (such as “brother,” “athletic,” “smart,”
or “good friend”). Once all of you finish this step, use
the permanent markers to write words or phrases that
describe the identity you have because of Jesus (such as
“loved by God,” “saved,” “redeemed,” or “chosen”).
Finally, throw your pillowcases in the washing machine
and watch how the lesser identities fade away while your
true identity in Christ remains. Enjoy resting on God’s
truths of who you are in Christ!
by Emily Ganzfried
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family time

game time

What you’ll need:
• card stock (3 sheets)
• scissors
• markers or colored pencils
• paper (several sheets)
• photos of friends and/or family members
(several)

Older:

Younger:

Set Up!

Set Up!

Cut each sheet of card stock into
nine equal-sized cards. Think of
seven people you know (Grandma,
Dad, neighbor, etc.), and draw a
picture of each person on three
different cards. Also write the
person’s name on the card. You
should now have three identical sets
of cards. (You can use the six blank
cards in a future round.)

Find and select photos of friends
and/or family members whom your
little ones know by name. Turn all
the photos facedown on a table
next to several sheets of paper and
the markers or colored pencils.

Time to play!
This game is played with two people
at a time and is similar to the board
game “Guess Who?” You’ll take turns
trying to guess who the other player
is by asking each other questions and
eliminating people cards as you go.
First, give each player one set
of cards. Take the additional set,
shuffle it, and place it in the middle,
facedown. Each player should then
take one card from the center pile.
The person on the card will be the
identity of that player for this round.
Player one will begin by asking the
first question. The question could be
something such as, “Does your person
have gray hair?” If player two says
yes, then player one should remove
any people in his hand who do not
have gray hair. If player two says no,
then player one should remove any
people in his hand who do have gray
hair. Players will take turns asking
questions until someone guesses the
other player’s identity.
Because each hand only has
seven cards, the rounds will be
quick. Feel free to play multiple
rounds or create new sets of cards
with new people on them.
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Time to play!
This game is played well with one
younger child and one adult or
older child.
Begin by allowing the younger
child to select a photo from the table.
Make sure she doesn’t let anyone else
see the photo! Then she can take a
sheet of paper and draw a picture of
the person in the photo. When she’s
done, she will show her picture to
the other player, who will try to guess
who the person is. Once the person
has been guessed, the two players
will switch roles, and the older child
or adult will select a photo and draw
a picture of the person on the photo.
The younger child will then guess
that person’s identity. Feel free to give
hints to the little ones as needed.

REMEMBER!
We’re God’s children, and He loves
us more than we could ever imagine!
Even though we may be very
different, like the people on the cards
were different, God still chooses
each one of us to be His. Encourage
your children to remember that as
they go out into the world, whether
it’s to school, to a playground, or to
a friend’s house, no matter what
happens or how they may be feeling,
they belong to God.
by Heather Kasparian
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family time

fa m i ly t i m e r e c i p e

A season of
thankfulness
November is a month marked with thankfulness.
These Apricot Bars will surely have your family
thanking you for baking them and asking for more.
by Debbie Guinn

What you’ll need
Prep Time: 15 min.
Yields: 1 doz. squares

• 11/2 c. dry oatmeal
•1 c. brown sugar, packed
• 11/2 c. all-purpose flour
• 1/2 tsp. salt
• 1 tsp. baking powder
• 13/4 stick of butter, room-temperature, cut into small
pieces
• 12 oz. apricot preserves
• 8–10 dried apricots, chopped
* For an easy metric conversion chart,
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

What you’ll do
1. P
 reheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.
2. Mix oats, sugar, flour, salt, baking powder, and
butter to make crust mixture.
3. Firmly press half of crust mixture into bottom of
well-greased 9” x 9” baking dish.
4. Spoon preserves on top of crust. On top of
preserves, sprinkle dried apricots.
 op with rest of crust mixture and press lightly.
5. T
 ake for 30–35 minutes or until golden brown.
6. B
 ool completely. Cut into squares to serve.
7. C

15
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family time

k i d s i n t h e k i tc h e n

While you make these Corny Cookies with your children, be
intentional about talking about who they are in Christ—and whose
they are as God’s children. Remind them that God chose them and
that they belong to Him. Share with your children that God loves
them and that there’s nothing they can do to change that!
These candy-topped treats would be perfect for a Thanksgiving
feast or a school party. Use your favorite sugar cookie recipe or
buy pre-made dough from the grocery store.

What you’ll need:
 Follow your recipe’s instructions for preparing
and baking the cookies. When they’re cool, it
should take about 15 minutes to decorate them.
Yields: 1 doz. cookies

• sugar cookie dough (homemade or pre-made,
enough for at least 1 dozen cookies)
• flour (to dust counter)
• 1 container vanilla frosting
• 10–12 pieces green fruit leather
• 1 c. candy-coated peanut butter pieces
* For an easy metric conversion chart,
search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

What you’ll do:
1. Heat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.
2. Divide dough into three parts. Working on
a floured surface with one part at a time,
roll out dough to a quarter-inch thickness.
3. Use a knife to cut out corncob shapes
from dough. Each corncob should be
about four inches long.
4. Place cookies on ungreased baking sheets
and bake for nine minutes or just until
edges brown. Once you remove cookies,
let them set on the sheets for about two
minutes, and then transfer them to a wire
rack to cool completely.
5. Frost cooled cookies.
6. Use kitchen shears to cut corn “husks”
from fruit leather. The husk pieces will go
along the sides of each cookie.
7. Press husks in place atop the frosting.
8. Fill in middle with candy-coated peanut
butter pieces. Gently press pieces into
place.

17
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family time

co n v e r sat i o n sta r t e r s

Have fun this month playing this game during mealtime.

Object:
Give three answers before five seconds are up.

Set up:
1. Use any timer that shows seconds.

Sample PROMPTS:

2. Determine how many rounds you will play. For larger
families, play two or three rounds; for smaller families,
play four or five rounds.

Name three green foods.
Name three breakfast foods.

get your children talking:

Name three animals you would see on a safari.

1. The youngest family member is the first player in the
“Hot Seat.”

Name three things you would pack for a vacation.

2. The oldest family member will read the prompts.

Name three things on a farm.

3. Once he reads a prompt, start the timer. The
player in the Hot Seat has five seconds to give three
answers. If the player does this successfully, she gets
one point.

Name three things you do before bed.
Name three desserts.
Name three things you find at the beach.
Name three shapes.

4. If the player in the Hot Seat can only give one or two
answers before five seconds are up, she doesn’t get a
point, and play moves to the next person on the right.

Name three things found at the circus.
Name three insects.

5. Continue until everyone has had a turn in the Hot
Seat. Then, at the end of round, record the points.

Name three things found at the park.
Name three princesses.

6. Play as many rounds as you’d like.

Name three flavors of ice cream.
Name three sports.
Name three rooms in a house.
Name three things to drink.

18
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traditions

Lori Heinen is a mother of six. When her
children were young, she felt the need
to instill the value of encouragement in
her family. She was already working hard
to help all of her children communicate
well and talk about their feelings, and
through this process she came up with a
new strategy to help her family members
encourage one another.
It started on one of her children’s birthdays.
As everyone sat at the dinner table, Lori said
they were going to try something new. The
people at the table all had to say one thing
they loved or appreciated about the birthday
boy. Lori continued this tradition for the
other children’s birthdays and even bought a
red “You Are Special” plate for the honored
child to use.
At first, these birthday encouragements
were not well-received. Lori would sit
down to dinner and say, “Okay, let’s all
go around …” and her children would
respond with disappointed “Aww”s. But,
over time, Lori’s children slowly grew to
appreciate sharing (and hearing) what
their siblings and parents recognized in
them and valued about them.

The tradition has continued and
morphed over the years. Some 15 years
later, it’s still going strong in Lori’s
home. On every birthday, each child gets
to hear how much she is loved and valued.
Lori has also extended the tradition to
other holidays. Her family has found this
to be an especially great tradition to
use at Thanksgiving as they go around
the table and ask each person why he is
thankful for the members of his family.
I got to experience this tradition for
the first time in high school. I was having
dinner at Lori’s house, and the family
was celebrating my birthday. After all
the food was placed on the table, Lori
said, “Let’s all go around and say what
we like about Krista.” I was confused
and a little embarrassed, but the family
began nonetheless. All of the people
in the family looked me in the eye and
told me why they felt I was special. I was
overwhelmed by the love and care that I
felt that night.
This is a tradition that I know I will
continue in my family, because I am now
a Heinen. I married the eldest of Lori’s

19

children. He is a man of encouragement
in part because of the tradition started
by his mom. The members of the Heinen
family know that they are valued because
they’ve been told this time and time
again. They can be secure in who they
are because they know that those around
them recognize and treasure them as
people. In the same way, we can be secure
in our identity as God’s children who are
valued and treasured by our Father.
by Krista Heinen

IDENTITY | HomeFrontMag.com

family time

g o d’s wo r d
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family time

g o d’s wo r d

HEAR IT:

Have you ever done something so bad that you thought
God probably loved you less than before? Or have you
done something really “good” and thought that God
should love you more because of it? If so, you’re not alone.
And you may resonate with Jesus’ famous parable that’s
commonly referred to as “The Prodigal Son.” I like to call
the parable “The Loving Parent and His Two Kids Who
Forgot How Much They Were Loved.”

Read Luke 15:11–32 out loud to your family, or familiarize
yourself with the parable and re-tell it in your own
words. Discuss: “Did anything surprise you about the
father’s reactions toward his sons? How would you have
felt if you’d been the younger son? The older son?”

Do It:

In this story, we find a father with two sons. The
younger son is selfish and greedy. He asks for his share of
his inheritance early, and then he goes off to live a crazy
life of gambling, partying, and hanging out of sunroofs of
limousines. When his money runs out, he ends up hungry,
desperate, and hanging out with pigs. He is certain that
because of all the foolish and terrible things he’s done,
his father doesn’t love him anymore. But when he humbly
returns home to beg for a job, his dad runs out to meet
him. His dad embraces him and throws a huge party to
celebrate his return!

To remind yourselves that you’re loved by God, use a dry
erase marker to write “I Am Loved!” on the mirrors inside
your house. Feel free to get creative! For example, have
your child stand in front of the mirror as you draw a frame
around his face.
Another option: Write “I Am Loved!” on small pieces of
paper and let your kids decorate them. Then you can tape
the notes to your mirrors. Also consider making “I Am
Loved!” papers for others—maybe grandparents or friends.
by Jason Kliewer

The older son is the opposite of his brother. He’s a
classic people-pleasing firstborn. He refuses to join the
celebration; he’s mad that his dad never threw him a party.
He has faithfully obeyed his dad, kept his room clean, and
never missed curfew, and because of this, he feels that he
should be rewarded with a rockin’ party. And how does
the father respond? He assures his boy that he could have
asked for a party at any time, and the father would have
thrown him one. But not because he had followed all the
rules—because he is his father’s son!
One son feels like he’s done too many bad things for
his father to love him. The other son feels like he’s done
so many good things that he deserves his father’s love.
Both forget that their dad loves them immensely simply
because they’re his children.
We can’t do anything to make God stop loving us. And
we can’t do anything to make Him love us more. He already
accepts us and loves us simply because we are His.
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“[God] delivered me from all my fears” (v. 4). God is
Deliverer, so my identity is in the fact that I am free.

Psalm 34 paints a beautiful picture of the environment
of IDENTITY. It not only stands as a call to worship; it also
reminds us of the many reasons we have to praise God.

“[God] saved him” (v. 6). God is Savior, so my identity
is in the fact that I am saved.

Our identities are wrapped up in our worship, even if
we don’t realize it. We become what we worship, whether
it’s good or bad. For example, if we worship money, we
become greedy. But if we worship Christ, we become
more Christlike!

“[God’s] ears are attentive” (v. 15). God hears me, so
my identity is in the fact that I am never alone.
Worshipping God for who He is reminds us of who we
are. Praising God because of His love reminds us that we
are loved.

Putting God at the highest place of our worship
seals our true identity. We simply have to let Scripture
remind us of who God is and see what that means for us.
Remembering that “God is God, and I am not” gives us a
great place to start discovering our identity—but there’s so
much more.

As a family, take a look at one of your favorite worship
songs. Identify what that song is saying about God. Then
try to take it a step further and see what the song is saying
about you because of those truths about God.
by Jeff Fernandez

As a family, read Psalm 34. Then go back and re-read
the following verses. See what these truths about God say
about your own identity.
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blessing

A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a Bible
passage, or words of encouragement. Blessings can be
spoken over a child for the purpose of declaring God’s
protection, joy, and wisdom oveR him.

Helping our children realize that they belong
to God and that He loves them is incredibly
important. When our children fully grasp these
facts, they’re better able to stand up to the world’s
lies. They’ll know who they are and whose they
are—throughout their entire lifetimes.

READ
Parents, read Ephesians 1: 4–6 (NIrV) over your
children:
“God chose us to belong to Christ before the
world was created. He chose us to be holy and
without blame in his eyes. He loved us. So he
decided long ago to adopt us as his children. He
did it because of what Jesus Christ has done.
It pleased God to do it. All those things bring
praise to his glorious grace. God freely gave us
his grace because of the One he loves.”

by Angelina Pavone

BLESS
Pray the following blessing over your children:
(Child’s name), may you know and understand
that the mighty and powerful God who
created the earth loves you, chose you, and
adopted you. When things get hard, may you
be strengthened by knowing that you belong
to Him. (Child’s name), go out today with
confidence in the fact that you are a child of
God and that He created you in His wonderful
image. Amen.
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MINISTRIES
HF: Tell us a little about your family
FS: I’m Pastor Fredie Sekyewa, and I met
my wife, Rebecca, about 26 years ago in
the Rakai district of southern Uganda,
where we had both grown up. We fell in
love and were married, and the Lord has
blessed us with four wonderful children.
HF: Why (or how) were you inspired to
start Celebrate Hope Ministries?
FS: In the early 1990s, the Rakai district of

Uganda was ravaged by HIV/AIDS, and I
had many personal friends who died of the
disease. Rebecca and I felt called to work
in that region alongside families who were
torn apart, not only by the disease, but also
by the extreme poverty that plagues Africa
as a whole.
Although Uganda received a great deal
of help from outside sources during those
difficult times, the help we received was
short-lived. Our people weren’t being
taught how to become self-reliant in a truly
24

sustainable way. It was out of this condition
that Celebrate Hope Ministries was born.
In December of 2009, we registered the
ministry, and we have seen the Lord bless
the work in so many ways.
HF: Tell us about the work you are doing at
Celebrate Hope
FS: All of our programs are designed to
address the needs of families in poverty
by helping them to help themselves. Our
most successful work has been done by
IDENTITY | HomeFrontMag.com
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also acts as the distributor of all the
resources that the farmer needs for his
coffee farm.
If a family doesn’t have an acre of
land, CHM also has other programs
that we administer focused on raising
chickens and pigs for sale.
HF: Can you walk us through a new
CHM farmer’s path to self-sufficiency?
FS: Each farm requires an investment of
$450 to purchase the farm implements
as well as 300 coffee seedlings. Coffee
plants require a few years to begin to
produce a viable crop, so our farmers
have to learn patience and pruning at
the same time. After 4 years, the plants
begin to produce enough mature coffee
berries to harvest for sale.
HF: How many families are involved
with CHM now?
FS: We now have 767 families involved
in our coffee ministry, and we have seen
over 230,000 coffee trees established. If
all of these families had fully producing
farms, we would expect to harvest
almost 1400 tons of green coffee beans!

combining two of Rakai’s best assets: fertile
soil and willing, hardworking people who can
become farmers.
One of the best “exportable” crops the
Rakai district can produce is coffee. The
coffee we grow in southern Uganda is Robusta
coffee, and our soil is so fertile that we are
able to get two crops every year. When a
coffee farm is established, a family’s income
can go from $500 year to $2500 per year.

One component of our CHM
self-sustaining program is that each
farmer is required to repay one-half
($225) of his initial setup fee back to the
ministry in order to “pay it forward” to
other families in need.
HF: What’s coming next for CHM?

Every two weeks, the pastor meets with the
farmers whom he oversees for coffee farming
training as well as for Bible study in a program
we call “Coffee Evangelism.” The pastor

Our next step is to raise $50,000 to
purchase a coffee processor to help us
bring our coffee to the marketplace.
Currently, we have to work through
a middleman system that is receiving
much of the profit that CHM farmers
should enjoy.
HF: How can people get involved?
FS: We have a number of ways to
partner with Celebrate Hope. If people
would like to sponsor a family to start
their coffee farm, they can do so with a
one-time $450 donation.
We also have a child sponsorship
program that involves sponsoring a
child and his or her family at $35 a
month. This support will take at least
one child to school, and 28 percent of
each month’s contribution will go toward
developing a coffee farm for that family.
We believe in results with a deadline,
and you only support this child and
family for six years. At that period of
time, the family will be self-reliant,
and their earnings will be 10 times the
money the sponsor gives in a year.
If people feel called to help us acquire
our coffee processing machinery, they can
contribute to that $50,000 project.

FS: We are excited to have just
completed our first warehouse/office for

CONTACT

HF: What is the local church’s role in CHM?
FS: We have now grown to the point of
working with 260 pastors as the social
mobilizers of CHM. Those pastors identify
the families who are especially in need and
who own at least one acre of land. Each pastor
works with up to 20 farmers in the community
near the church.

our CHM coffee ministry, and we also
just received funding for a five-ton truck
to bring the harvested coffee berries to
the warehouse.

Website: celebratehopeministries.com
Donations: lift-ministries.com
Facebook: facebook.com/CelebrateHopeMinistries
Email: celebratehope2010@gmail.com
Fredie’s personal email:
sfredie@celebratehopeministries.com
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Where in the World Is ...

IRAQ

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global
mind-set in children for people beyond the
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

TURKEY

SYRIA

ISRAEL

N
W

E
S

Iraq is located in the Middle East, between
Iran and Saudi Arabia. Iraq is also bordered
by Jordan and Syria to the west, Kuwait to the
south, and Turkey to the north. A very small
sliver of the Persian Gulf abuts Iraq on its
southeast border. The country encompasses
168,753 square miles, which makes it about the
size of the state of California, which covers
about 164,000 square miles.
NOW THAT WE KNOW THE
LOCATION OF IRAQ,
LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

More than 36 million people call Iraq their home.
If you lived in Iraq, you would eat a lot of lamb,
rice, and yogurt. Iraqis also enjoy cooking fruit
with beef and poultry.

JORDAN

IRAN

IRAQ
POPULATION:

SAUDI
ARABIA

36 million

LANGUAGE:
Arabic

RELIGION:

Islam 97%
(60%–65% Shiite,
37% Sunni)
3% Christian

DID YOU KNOW?

•S
 umerian stone tablets dating to 2500 BC record the usage of
figs to help sweeten food.
•C
 arp in Iraq can grow to weigh up to 300 pounds, and sharks
from the Persian Gulf swim up Iraq’s rivers and marshes.
Hundreds of thousands of Christians have been forced to flee their
homes due to the violence inflicted by the insurgent group ISIS,
which has demanded that families denounce their faith or face death.
Pastors and their families are among the most persecuted. Pray for
their safety and the safety of the children being abducted. Also pray
for strength and perseverance as the Iraqi church faces persecution.

To talk to your friends in Iraq, you would
speak Arabic.

If you attended religious services in Iraq, you
would most likely go to an Islamic mosque.

TO GREET SOMEONE IN ARABIC, YOU WOULD SAY,

“MARHABAN”
(PRONOUNCED MAR-HUH-BAHN)
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INSPIRE: PARENTING STORIES

AND DEVOTIONS TO
SPUR YOU ON AND
MOTIVATE YOU AS YOU
SPIRITUALLY PARENT
YOUR CHILDREN.

EQUIP: R ESOURCES TO
PREPARE YOU AS YOU
NAVIGATE THROUGH
TOUGH AGES AND
TOUGH TOPICS.

SUPPORT: WALKING ALONGSIDE
YOU TO PROMOTE
HEALTHY MARRIAGES
AND ANSWER YOUR
SPIRITUAL PARENTING
AND SPIRITUAL
GRANDPARENTING
QUESTIONS.
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home about me everyday mom everyday dad contact
fill the well | by sarah carter | sarahcarterstudio.com

If I’m honest, there is always something jockeying for my attention. Some of these things are good and worthy, like our people and our
work, but others are there to suck our energy—like a diagnosis or a conflict we’re facing—while giving us nothing in return. Sometimes
there is one large, obvious crisis we can point to and blame for our weariness, but often it’s just a mountain of tiny things that have slowly
and silently stolen our joy. I think there are many of us moms who quietly struggle with this emptiness. We have forgotten whose we
are—adopted daughters of the Most High King. Why is this? And, more importantly, how do we help ourselves and one another transition
from emptiness to abundance once again?
I’ve asked myself these questions a lot lately, and what continues to circle like a scavenging bird above my head is this phrase: “Fill the
well.” Fill. The. Well. I have been running on empty from place to place, person to person, thing to thing. I haven’t stopped to fill back up.
And I become a terrible version of myself when this is the case.
One of my favorite writers, Julia Cameron, recently wrote a book called The Artist’s Way for Parents. This book has greatly helped my
struggle with filling the well. She begins her book by going straight for the parenting jugular: self-care—or rather, our lack of it. Essentially,
she begins her book by asking parents to be generous with themselves.
Through her words, she breaks down the impassible, terrifying “Mountain of Self-Care” and instead tumbles a tiny stone of possibility
around in her palm. She makes care feel possible. I can get so far from myself in an attempt to “BE ENOUGH” for others, but she
reminds me to take 15 minutes and walk around the block alone. No little people tagging along. No phones. Nothing but me and God. Gosh,
how often do I do that? (Answer: hardly ever.) And yet, when I do, I discover it does wonders for my soul. God reminds me I am His.
There are more things like that I can be doing—little things, accessible things, that have the power to fill up my well. This month,
I am leaning into doing more of them. Because, you know what? I cannot be a great loving, creative, and generous person if I forget
whose I am.
Perhaps you yourself are feeling a bit run-down, like you don’t have an ounce of kindness left to give. It might be that you, like me, are
feeling like every bit of goodness and fun and joy has been used up and the well is very, very empty. I know that feeling. And, it’s okay.
Because there is good news I was so recently reminded of that I will share with you: The well can be filled up again. And it really doesn’t
take much. Give yourself 15 minutes today, just 15 minutes of generosity for you and you alone. Take a walk. Take a bath. Hide out in the
bedroom with the door closed and read a chapter of a book. No interruptions. Just kindness—to a chosen daughter of God.
Here’s to filling the well!
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W H O S E A R E YO U ? | by G U Y G R I M E S | t h e r e l at i o n s h i p wa r e h o u s e . c o m

Your social media profiles say you are a husband, father, brother, accountant, sports fan, outdoorsman, and follower of Christ. That is a broad
description incorporating many different identities. We often define ourselves by the roles and relationships in our lives. We use taglines in
our culture in an attempt to identify who we are. But the truth is, we can’t wholly live the who until we’ve established the whose.
In the book of Galatians, Paul states; “I have been crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me” (2:20). If our life goal is
to allow Christ to live in and through us, our identity must come from whose we are rather than what we do.
When men meet for the first time, the first question asked is often, “What do you do for a living?“ Men like to be defined by jobs or
careers. When women meet for the first time, the conversation starts with, “So, tell me about your family!” Again, the emphasis is on doing
and roles in relationships. It is strategic to keep these things in clear focus at all times, but living daily unto Christ, in whom our identity rests,
is alone the call of our faith.
Earlier in the book of Galatians, Paul asks, “Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? … If I were still trying to
please people, I would not be a servant of Christ” (1:10). How we define ourselves is really revealed in whom we are seeking to please. If I
seek to be an amazing husband, father, and brother based on man’s measurements, then I am not living out of my true identity. Complete
surrender to Christ daily releases us to live empowered in our true identity, not in man’s definition. We are our truest selves when God alone
is our audience, the One whom we seek after and depend upon—the One in whom we find our value.
Attempting to be everything for everyone is completely exhausting. Our life becomes splintered through people-pleasing, and our
identity remains somewhat veiled. But seeing ourselves through the eyes of the One who created us enables us to live moment by moment
unto God, wholly identified by Him, satisfied and secure. The strength of our role as fathers is found in this identity principle. Knowing
whose you are provides a foundational confidence and peace instead of relying on your ability to perform a “who” role.
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tot t i m e r h y m e
( ag e s 3 & u n d e r )

lie down

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when
you’re attempting to teach your children, use repetition!

g the roa
lon

d

at home
sit

a

get up

These commandments that I give you today
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on
your children. Talk about them when you sit
at home and when you walk along the road,
when you lie down and when you get up.
Deuteronomy 6:6–7

along the 		road

This month,
as you drive from here to there, sing
this truth-telling rhyme to the tune of
“It’s Raining, It’s Pouring.”

Listen here when viewing
the enhanced online issue at
HomeFrontMag.com!

God saved me, He freed me,
His love is my identity
I know I am a child of His

So I can live with certainty
by Jeff Fernandez
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For most of my life, I have been someone who always
has a great reserve of hope for what God can and
will do. It comes easy for me to believe He is still at
work or has a plan waiting to unfold. I have often held
the torch for others through a struggle until they can feel
hope for themselves again. This past season has been
different. I have been the one struggling to see God and
trust what He was doing.
After an adoption falling through, a move, a new job, a
new dog, and a few other changes, I began to lose sight
of the unwavering knowledge of whose I was. My focus
shifted more to the things going on around me and took
my focus off of getting my foundation from the Lord. I
couldn’t seem to see God in my day to day or muster
the hope that He cared to act in my own life. The deep,
abiding knowledge that I was a daughter of the King of
Kings, and that He cared for me, faltered.

As my identity grounds itself in God and in His Word
once again, I also see my children’s confidence grow in
their knowledge of God. Our children’s lives reflect what
they see in our own. In good times, that is a wonderful
thing. When we’re struggling, it’s difficult to observe what
we’re feeling mirrored in their eyes and spoken through
their words.

The hardest part? Looking into my kids’ eyes and
seeing them reflect what was in my own. I heard them
question their worth and talents because they saw a lack
of identity in me. No matter how many times I told them
how special they are or what amazing gifts they have,
when they saw my own identity in the Lord shaken, it
affected them.

For our children to know beyond a shadow of a doubt
that they truly belong to the Lord, we need to believe
this truth for ourselves. Our identity as parents must be
rooted in our position as a child of the King so that our
children don’t just hear our words when we tell them
whose they are—they see this truth in our countenances
and actions.

Over the past few weeks, I have been regaining my
identity, my hope, and my joy. I am intentional to spend
time in God’s Word to read verses that reflect how I feel
in the midst of this season and verses that combat my
feelings with promises, joy, and truth. I am grounding
myself not in how I feel, but in what I know to be true:
the words of the living God to me, His precious child.

As parents, we must be solid in our walk with the
Lord, and we must be firmly rooted in the knowledge
of where our identity lies. From that foundation, our
children will feel this sense of security flow down to
them in our daily interactions.
by Alissa Goble
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the middle
(6 t h

to

8 t h GRADE)

W

e are currently about 10 years past the moments of my
son throwing himself on the floor, disengaging every
joint and muscle so I could only pick him up by throwing
him over my shoulder±—obviously affirming the presence of
original sin and the need for a little course correction.

vein of “show thyself,” it can feel like we are swimming
upstream in a sea of social media and trends. The heart
work of identity formation, especially in these “middle”
years, is too important to leave to the selfies posted on a
social media page.

Now, at 13, we have reached what I like to refer to as the
“age of identity reminders.” This means that when my son’s
decision-making ability wanes, we have the opportunity to
remind him of two important things: who he is (a Wilson)
and whose He is (God’s).

After escaping the words for 12 years of his life, my son
finally heard the phrase he never wanted to hear: “You
need glasses.” Ugh. Those frames around his eyes felt
like an identity changer. Smart. Distinguished. Four-eyes.
Nerd. And so, with his feet emphatically dragging as only
a middle school boy’s can do, we began the process of
selecting this new alter ego. We chose a company that
would send us six different frames to try on at home and

Unfortunately, this isn’t always easy. Because the
cultural shift seems to have gone from identity formation
messages of “know thyself” to identity formation in the
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beamed at the attention and the words (much kinder
than a seventh-grader’s) that he received from the bus
community. And the frames were chosen. My son looked
handsome. Distinguished. Intelligent.
It struck me at that moment how much influence others
would now have on my son. Those days when he looked
only to mom and dad for his identity were long gone, just
like the tantrums in the store. I want him to be deaf to the
world’s lies, but I know that is not a reality.
So, for my son’s 13th birthday, a major milestone in
marking who he is and whose he is, we chose to raise 13
voices above the crowd. We asked 13 people who had been
“identity shapers” along his journey to write him letters
describing some of their own life lessons. I wanted the
words in these letters to become the loudest voices in my
son’s life. We compiled the letters into a book. If he’s going
to look outward for identity, I want formers and shapers
and investors to be the ones he looks to. This doesn’t just
mean cheerleaders; this means truth-tellers who know that
formation includes being squeezed in ways that may feel
uncomfortable but create the most functionality.
Above all of the voices that would seek to define who
my son is, I want One to rise to the top, One that will
define whose he is—God’s. He’s a child of the Most High
King! I pray his identity will be defined by the words we
pray over him from Ephesians 3:16–21: “I pray that out of
his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power
through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you,
being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide
and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to
know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.”
“Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than
all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.”
by Courtney Wilson

then let us order them by sending in the prescription.
When we got the package, the encouragement from the
company was to take pictures of my son in each frame
and then upload them to the company Facebook page,
thereby revealing his new identity to the collective
wisdom of the Facebook community and the general
public. Not happening. So I did what any normal parent
in this day and age would do—I uploaded the pictures to
my personal Facebook page and let our friends and family
weigh in. But we still weren’t satisfied.
The company was touring around the country in a bus,
so we tried on the frames there. Finally, we narrowed it
down to two. The employee on the bus got the attention
of everyone there and took a vote on the frames. My son
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Our identities are formed throughout our lives. We gain a sense of who we are through a process that begins by
identifying those around us. As we grow, many factors enter into the advancement of our identities—our occupations,
our values, and our relationships, to name a few.
When we enter into marriage, we add something new to our identities: We see ourselves as a husband or wife. It’s
important for our identities to take on this new oneness, but many people don’t realize that they’re grounding their
identities in this new role. When our identities become more grounded in our marriages than in God, we put ourselves
at risk for disillusionment. We can become defensive; we can feel more inadequate, less secure, and more depressed.
God calls us to have our identities formed in Him first. If we realize that, first and foremost, we’re children of God,
friends of Christ, and the apple of His eye, our spouses don’t have to become the ones we lean on to define who we
are. Every marriage will have difficulties, but when our identities depend so heavily on our spouses, undue pressure can
endanger the marriage.
As a couple, read and meditate on the following verses (all from the English Standard Version):
For you formed my inward parts; you knitted me
together in my mother’s womb. I praise you, for I am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your
works; my soul knows it very well. My frame was not
hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth. Your eyes
saw my unformed substance; in your book were written,
every one of them, the days that were formed for me,
when as yet there was none of them.
Psalm 139:13–16

All things were created through him and for him.

Keep me as the apple of your eye.
Psalm 17:8
 efore I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before
B
you were born I consecrated you.
Jeremiah 1:5

That you may know what is the hope to which he
has called you, what are the riches of his glorious
inheritance in the saints, and what is the immeasurable
greatness of his power toward us who believe.
Ephesians 1:18–19

Colossians 1:16

After reading these verses, ask, “Can we say that our identity is based on who God says we are?” If not, you may be
in danger of putting added stress on your marriage. Talk together about practical ways to begin taking the pressure off
of each other by finding your identity in Christ. A great starting point would be to choose one of the above passages
and begin memorizing it together!
by Roger Tirabassi
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Recently my adult son shared a difficult conversation that he'd had with a much older co-worker. He said, “They
really don’t know how much experience I actually have. I think they're judging me by my cover and not taking the
time to read the whole book!” The “judging”—although not acceptable—was understandable, since my son's arms
are covered with tattoos.
My son’s tattoos have become invisible to me, but this wasn't always my story. In my generation, tattoos were
viewed as rebellious signatures or as something done on an inebriated whim. Since that time, such markings
have become more mainstream. In fact, a 2014 Fox News poll discovered that 20 percent of all Americans have a
tattoo, up from 13 percent in 2007. And the percentage goes up as the age goes down; one-third of people under
age 30 have a tattoo—and one in five have three or more.
I have to agree with my son; there is much more to him than inked skin. There's much more to his "book" than
simply the cover. He is a chosen child of God who loves Jesus and has given his life to Him. He is single-parenting
with ferocious intent so his children will know that they're deeply loved and valued by God.
How often do we judge others based on visible displays of style that sometimes clash with what we deem
appropriate? How do we view our children and grandchildren? Do we just look at the "cover"? Or do we take the
time to read the book? Do we ask questions that help us discover where their identity lies? Do we value them
simply because they are children of God?
We must remember that our adult children and grandchildren are bombarded with lies from this world that
tell them they're unloved and unwanted. They don’t need that from us as well. We need to view them through
the clearest, most accurate lenses of all: the eyes of God. And when we do, we will see each one as someone
precious, someone made in God's image, someone whose story is being written by God Himself—and someone
who's much more than just the cover!
by Debbie Guinn
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ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

1

“I belong to God, and He
loves me!”

Identity

			Storytelling
			
The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by

“God has a big
story, and I can
be a part of it!”

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how
I have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels
us to see how God is using every person’s life and is
creating a unique story that deserves to be told for His
glory.

3

“God’s family cares for
each other and worships
God together.”

Faith
Community
God designed us to live in
community and to experience
Him in ways that can only happen
in proximity to one another. The
faith community serves to create
an environment to equip and
disciple parents, to celebrate
God’s faithfulness, and to bring
a richness of worship through
tradition and rituals, which offer
children an identity. Our love for
each other reflects the love we
have received from God.

4

			

This environment highlights
who we are in Christ. According
to Ephesians 1, we have been
chosen, adopted, redeemed,
sealed, and given an inheritance
in Christ … all of which we did
nothing to earn. This conviction
allows children to stand firm
against the destructive counter
identities the world will offer.

Serving

			This posture of the heart asks the question, “What
needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate
a sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger
“Asks the question,
than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that
‘What needs to be
as Christ followers we are to view our lives as living
sacrifices that we generously give away!
done?’”

5

Out of the
			Comfort Zone
			

		

	As children are challenged to step out of their
comfort zones from an early age, they learn to
experience a dependence on the Holy Spirit to
equip and strengthen them beyond their natural
“God transforms
abilities and desires. We believe this environment
me when I step
will cultivate a generation that, instead of seeking
comfort, seeks a radical life of faith in Christ.
out in faith.”

38

IDENTITY | HomeFrontMag.com

7

6

			

“God has entrusted
me with the things and
people He created
around me.”

healing.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the
ability to take ownership for one’s
life, gifts, and resources before
God. A child must be challenged
to take responsibility for his or her
brothers and sisters in Christ, as
well as for those who are spiritually
lost. Our hope is that the Holy
Spirit will use this environment to
allow each child to understand that
God has entrusted His world to us.

Course Correction

			
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the
“When I get off
direct opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for
a child encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love,
track, God offers
and a vision of a corrected path for the individual with the
me a path of
purpose of healing at its core.

8

			

Love/Respect

			
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment
recognizes that children need an environment of love and
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s
grace. Key to this environment is the value that children
“God fills me with
are respected because they embody the image of God. We
His love so I can
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld
give it away.”
due to one’s behavior.

9

			Knowing
			Nothing could be more important than knowing and
being known by God. We live in a world that denies
absolute truth, but God’s Word offers just that. As
we create an environment that upholds and displays
God’s truth, we give children a foundation based on
“God knows
knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a
me, and I can
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy,
know Him.”
mighty, and awesome, yet He has chosen to make
Himself known to us!

10

			

IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT
HOMES AND CHURCHES
WOULD CREATE THESE
ENVIRONMENTS FOR
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN
SO THEIR FAITH WILL
GROW IN A COMMUNITY
OF CONSISTENCY,
COMMON LANGUAGE,
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE
ENVIRONMENTS CAN
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE
SUGGEST YOU READ:

Modeling

			
Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order
for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as
“I see Christ in
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their
others, and they
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us
can see Him
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

in me.”

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:

An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY
© 2010 DAVID C COOK
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