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BEHIND THE COVER 

When I read about the 
environment of Love and Respect 
what immediately stood out for 
me was love—Jesus’ love for us 
and our identity in His love. Our 
hearts must be filled with His love 
in order for us to pour that out 
on others and to ensure that it’s 
protected inside our hearts. The 
nest is a visual representation of 
His protection over our hearts. 

Where is the nest built? On 
a solid foundation. The branch 
isn’t the strength, but the branch 
receives its strength from the 
tree and the tree receives its 
nourishment or strength from the 
roots. We are rooted in God’s love. 
He feeds us His love through His Word. If God fills me with His love so I can 
give it away, then what better portrayal than a bird, to be the messengers of 
His love. The “3” is there as a reminder of God and who God is. He is Father, 
He is Son, He is Holy Spirit. He is a God of love, and so we are also reminded 
of the complete love He has toward us.

ABOUT THE ARTIST
Andrea Luna Reece

I am passionate about clay and mixed media on canvas and try to spend my 
time in both mediums. My inspiration in ceramics comes from combining 
modern and vintage aesthetics to create pieces for the home. I want people to 
have a piece that brings joy into their home, so I try to create pieces that are 
modern and fresh and can add life to a space. I try and create things I would 
want in my own home. 

In 1999, I had just been married a little over a year and was dealing with 
a lot of my past. I was walking in a season of shame, unforgiveness, and hurt. 
One night I hit bottom with my emotions—my soul and heart couldn’t carry 
it anymore! While I was lying on the floor crying, my husband grabbed me, 
embraced me, and told me that I needed to give my life to Jesus. I did and 
the Holy Spirit fell on us and I never felt a more supernatural peace than I did 
that moment. I knew from that moment on that all my pain, all my past, all my 
shame had been washed away and I was made new to live in light. 

That light is the inspiration behind my paintings—the light that shines out 
of the fractured and the broken. I am moved by hope and try to convey that 
on canvas through images incorporating birds, trees, flowers, numbers, and 
colors—images that convey vulnerability and trust. 

My work can be found at:

lunareece.com

lunareece.etsy.com

lunareeceart.blogspot.com 

lunareeceart.tumblr.com 

flickr.com/people/andrealunareece

Twitter @lunabirdie 

pinterest.com/lunabirdie
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EDITOR’S NOTE
I recently read a statistic that claimed parents only spend 38.5 minutes 
per week in meaningful conversation with their children—that breaks 
down to five and a half minutes per day! But what does the term 
“meaningful” really mean? To children, “meaningful” conversation can be 
as simple as asking about their day and discovering what is important to 
them. It can be respecting them enough to listen to what happened on 
the playground and consoling them as they share about a broken heart. 
Loving and respecting our children literally means making the time to 
be present. 

 This month’s PRAYER article (page 7) shares a beautiful reminder 
about the power of just being there for our children. Then, it goes a step 
further and encourages us to spend some time praying for the struggles 
we unearth and thanking God for all the good things too. 

Our CREATE (page 12) will give you a tangible way to show your 
children how soaking up God’s love changes us from the inside out.  The 
CONVERSATION STARTER (page 17) will reveal more than you can 
imagine by unapologetically asking our children, “What do you adore 
and why?” 

Christopher Steenmeyer is beautifully transparent in the EVERDAY 
DAD BLOG (page 29) as he tackles the topic of blending families. And, our TOUGH TOPICS (page 31) this month is a 
must-read about parenting an autistic child with love and respect. 

If you are reading this resource, my guess is that you do not fall into the 38.5-minute-per-week statistic. You have 
already been challenged and convicted about the role God has given you to spiritually parent your children and create 
an environment of LOVE AND RESPECT in your home. Our prayer is that this month’s HomeFront will provide some 
new and exciting ways to accomplish this! 

HomeFrontSPHomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP HomeFrontSP

Let’s Be Social!
Share your photos
using the hashtag

#myhomefront

DO YOU FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM? 
YOU SHOULD!

We have great giveaways. This month, be on the 
lookout for two of these ceramic birds by our cover 
artist, Andrea Luna Reece.

All Scripture quotations, unless otherwise indicated, are taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®. NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 

1984, 2011 by International Bible Society. Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved.

© 2015 David C Cook
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Without love, our faith becomes futile. The environment of 
LOVE AND RESPECT recognizes that children need both love 
and respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace.

 Key to this environment is the value that children are 
respected because they embody the image of God. We 
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld 
because of one’s behavior.

First Corinthians 13 says if we don’t have love, everything 
else we do is futile. It’s worthless. So, without love, it doesn’t 
matter if we have all the knowledge in the world. It doesn’t 
matter if we’re helping kids understand who God is and we’re 
modeling what that looks like. If we don’t do all of it in a 
loving way, then it’s simply worthless! Wow! That’s a sobering 
thought. When we create an environment of LOVE AND 
RESPECT, we’re helping identify the image of God in every 
person.

This month, be looking for ways to take the environment 
of LOVE AND RESPECT beyond your family time with 
HomeFront. Challenge your family to find opportunities to 
show love and respect to others in everyday interactions!

Michelle Anthony
Vice President and Publisher of 
Learning Resources | David C Cook

          Twitter @TruInspiration

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen 
teacher. It is He who causes spiritual growth and 
formation when and as He chooses. As such, we 
have articulated 10 distinct environments to create 
in your home. We desire to create spiritual space, 
which we refer to as an environment, in which God’s 
Spirit can move freely.

Memorizing Scripture can be an 
incredible practice to engage in as a 
family. But words in and of themselves will 
not necessarily transform us; it is God’s 
Spirit in these words who transforms. 
We come to know God more when we’re 
willing to open our hearts and listen to 
His Holy Spirit through the words we 
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and 
think of creative ways to invite your family 
to open up to God as they commit the 
verse to memory.

Consider purchasing an 8” x 10” 
frame to hold your family memory 
verse each month!

FAMILY VERSE

Along with each subscription of HomeFront 
(or each Tru membership), you will receive 

a digital pass that will give you access to an 
enhanced version of the online magazine.

Here’s to a new step in our adventure of  
spiritual parenting!

We couldn’t be more 
excited to offer individual 

subscriptions as well as 
bulk orders delivered right  

to your doorstep.

Simply go to the link below to subscribe today:
HomeFrontMag.com

It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!
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family time

prayer

The best thing my parents have been for me is there. All my life, I’ve known I can count on them to be 
there for me no matter what. In the hardest parts of my life, they didn’t belittle my feelings, even if they 
were about something small that probably wouldn’t matter in a few days. They respected my heart, my 
thoughts, and my perspective, even if it didn’t make sense to them. Looking back, I can see how much that 
affected me.

I didn’t realize it then, but knowing they were simply there for me made me feel secure and valuable. 
I remember how my mom would always ask me how my day was when I got in the car after school. Even 
if I didn’t share all the details, she was more than willing to listen. As we built this kind of consistent 
communication throughout the years, I was able to easily open up to my mom when I did need help 
or advice.

Now that I’m older, I’ve found that the way my parents have loved me not only taught me how to see 
myself and others, but also how the Father sees me. I’m always comforted by 1 Peter 5:7; reminded that 
the Father cares for me. He knows me and cares about what I’m going through. He made my heart and 
understands me (Psalm 33:15). Even when I don’t open up about all the details, He’s always ready to listen 
and respond. And as I discover more of His heart for me, He gives me more of His heart for others.

I encourage you to take time to listen to your children—even if they don’t seem interested in talking 
about what they’re going through or how they feel. The fact that you are there for them will leave a lasting 
impact. As they mature in faith, they will have a good understanding of the Father’s heart toward them.

This month, meet your kids where they are. Take time every day or a couple times a week to just be 
there for them. It can be as simple as asking them how their day was. Then pray with them about any 
struggle they are facing or just spend some time thanking God for all the good things He’s doing in their 
lives. Whether or not they appreciate it now, they will thank you later for showing love and respect in such 
a tangible way! 

by Hannah Walton
Hannah is a student at Christ for the Nations Institute in Dallas, TX. She recently published her first book, Love Is, available on 
Amazon.com.

Twitter @heyhannahhh

Blog chaiteaandjesus.wordpress.com



LOVE AND RESPECT | homefrontmag.com8

capturing the season
family time
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capturing the season
family time

Summertime is a great time to see beautiful and colorful 
birds. Providing food and water for God’s creations 
is certainly a way to pass on love. Hummingbirds and 
other nectar-eating birds are frequent visitors during the 
summer months. You may even get a glimpse of nesting 
birds bringing their babies to eat at your feeder. 

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 2 packets of gelatin

• 2/3 cup water

• 2 cups bird seed

• non-stick cooking spray

• cookie cutters

• wax or parchment paper

• straws 

• twine

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. In a small saucepan, add gelatin to water and 
stir until dissolved. 

2. Stirring constantly, bring gelatin mixture to a 
simmer over medium heat then immediately 
remove from stove. 

3. Stir in 2 cups of bird seed until evenly coated. 
Let cool for a few minutes. 

4. Spray cookie cutters with non-stick cooking 
spray and cover a cookie sheet with parchment 
or wax paper. 

5. Carefully spoon bird seed mixture into cookie 
cutters—packing the mixture in firmly. 

6. Place a straw in the middle of the cookie cutter 
to create a hole for hanging later (be sure not 
to be too close to the top). 

7. Place cookie sheet in the refrigerator for about 
1 hour or until solid. 

8. Remove the bird feeder from the cookie cutter 
and replace the straw with twine for hanging. 

FOR LITTLE HANDS

• Cheerios   • pipe cleaners   • ribbon or twine

First shape the pipe cleaners into whatever shape 
desired. Then, allow little ones to string cheerios 
onto pipe cleaner shapes. Twist ends together 
and even string shapes together. Add ribbon or 
twine to the top to attach bird feeder to the tree! 
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family time

storytelling
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Simon felt mad. And sad. And hurt. All at once. 
Why wouldn’t Father listen? Tears stung his eyes as 
he tossed handfuls of grain to the noisy chickens 
pecking at his feet. He hadn’t meant to drop the 
lamp earlier that morning. Filling it with new oil, 
he’d tripped over a small wooden horse, his favorite 
toy—the same wooden horse he’d forgotten to put 
away as Mother had asked. The lamp slipped from 
his hands, hit the hard clay floor and cracked in two. 
Father was angry.

Throwing the last of the feed on the ground, 
Simon heard Father calling. “Hurry now, Simon! We 
must be on our way.”

They walked to the marketplace in silence. 
Simon usually loved their long 
walks together, glad to make the 
trip to Jericho anytime Mother 
needed spices or olives or 
fish. But not today. Father was 
still unhappy about the lamp. 
Looking at the ground as they 
walked, neither noticed the 
crowd gathering up ahead.

“It’s Jesus!” a woman yelled 
as she scurried passed. “He 
is here!”

Simon and his father 
walked faster, eager to see the 
carpenter’s son from Nazareth. 
They had heard Jesus speak. They had witnessed 
His miracles. They were amazed by His teaching. 
But when they reached Him, Jesus wasn’t speaking. 
He was standing quietly, gazing into a sycamore tree. 
Suddenly, He called, “Zacchaeus! Come down.”

The crowd began to whisper as Zacchaeus the 
tax collector made his way down the tree. Everyone 
knew Zacchaeus, the short, rich man who was known 
for stealing money. Now he stood before Jesus with 
his head bowed.   

“Zacchaeus,” Jesus said, placing a gentle hand 
on the tax collector’s shoulder, “I will be a guest in 
your home today.” Zacchaeus looked up, a bright 
smile replacing sorrow. But the people began to 
grumble. “How can this be?” they whispered. “This 
man is bad. This man cheats and steals. He is a 
sinner. He’s a liar and a thief!”

Simon and his father watched as Zacchaeus and 
Jesus passed.

“I’m sorry,” Zacchaeus said. “I will pay back what 
I’ve stolen. I will give half of my money to the poor.” 
Jesus listened respectfully. He forgave quickly.

That’s what love is, thought Simon.

Simon and his father got what they needed from 
the marketplace and were soon heading home.

“I’m sorry I got angry with you this morning, 
Simon,” his father said quietly as they walked. “I 
should have listened. I should have forgiven.”

Simon’s heart was filled with joy. That’s what love 
is, thought Simon. “Thank you, Father. I will put my 

things away and be more careful 
next time.”

When they arrived home, 
Simon’s little sister, Sarah, was 
standing at the door. Her eyes 
were filled with tears.

“What is it, Sarah?” Father 
asked.

Slowly Sarah lifted her small 
hands toward Simon. She was 
holding a wooden horse, her 
brother’s favorite toy. One of its 
legs was cracked in two. Sarah 
started to cry. “I’m sorry, Simon. I 
didn’t mean to break it.”

Simon looked at his father and knew exactly 
what to do. He reached out to his little sister, hugging 
her tightly. “It’s all right, Sarah,” he told her. Simon 
listened and Simon forgave.

Because that’s what love is.

by Kathryn O’Brien
Wife, mom, and award-winning children’s book author, Kathryn 
serves as an administrator for Stoneybrooke Christian School in 
Southern California. She is most grateful for family, fun, and the 
daily grace of a loving God. 

Website kathobrien.com

family time

storytelling

 “That’s 
what love 
is, thought 

Simon.”

Illustration by Dana Zimmerman
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create
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 4–5 white flowers (carnations, daisies, roses, etc.)

• food coloring (4–5 different colors)

• 4–5 clear glasses or vases 

• scissors

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Begin by trimming each of the flower stems. Trim 
each flower at an angle at least half an inch from the 
bottom of the stem. Trimming the flowers helps them 
absorb the water and coloring—trim to the desired 
length to fit in the vases. 

2. Fill each vase with desired amount of water. 

3. Squeeze 2–3 drops of food coloring into each vase. 
Make sure each vase has a different color of water. 

4. Insert one flower into each vase.

When we receive love, it changes us from the inside out! Receiving love from God and from those around us helps us 
become more confident in our identity. Each day, as we receive love from God, we can pass it on to others. We can be a 
beautiful example of God’s love in our homes, communities, and around the world. 

Using flowers and food coloring, watch as the flowers go through a beautiful transformation. Spend time together as 
a family discussing ways each of us embraces the love that we receive.

by Krista Heinen
Krista is the Family Director at Elmbrook Church in Brookfield, WI. Krista helps equip and support the families at Elmbrook through resources, 
events, and conversations. 

Twitter @KristaHeinen

Over the next couple of days, revisit the 
flowers and notice the changes that are 
occurring. After the flowers have absorbed a 
good amount of color, sit down and discuss 
the following together:

• What happened to the flowers after 
they sat in the colored water? 

• The flowers changed as they soaked 
up the water. How do we change when 
we soak up love from God? How about 
from family and friends? 

• How do you feel when you receive 
love? 

• List some ways we can pass on the love 
we receive to others around us. 
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family time

traditions

Having children means the phrase “thank you” comes up often. And by often, I mean multiple times every day! I feel 
like I’m continually reminding my four children to say “thank you” to me, to each other, to the cashier at the grocery 
store, and the list goes on and on. I want these simple words to be said so regularly that they become a healthy habit 
for my children into adulthood. 

The Proverbs teach us that using kind words can make a huge impact in a person’s life. One of my favorites is 
Proverbs 15:23: “A person finds joy in giving an apt reply—and how good is a timely word!” We may never know the joy a 
person might feel when we say something at the perfect time in his life. Another one is Proverbs 16:24: “Gracious words 
are a honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to the bones.” What a great visual of our words being able to heal a 
person on the inside. Using kind words, like “thank you,” is one of the easiest ways we can show love and respect to the 
people we come into contact with everyday. 

We have a special “thank you” tradition in our family to help our children understand the weight of our kind 
words. When we see a man or woman in a military uniform, we always walk up to that person, shake his or her hand, 
and thank him or her for helping to protect our country. We may never know the full impact of our “thank you,” but we 
can instantly see how our sincere words cheer these men and women up. Our children now look forward to interacting 
with members of the military to thank them and ask them questions. 

Sometimes expressing love and showing respect is as simple as saying thank you.

by Kara Noel Lawson
Kara is the Social Media Manager for HomeFront. She is a homeschooling mom to four and a freelance writer for the Orange County 
Register and Family magazine. Kara speaks at mom groups about how the small things in our lives can make a big impact. 

Twitter @KaraNoelLawson               Instagram @KaraNoelLawson               Blog smallthingsarebigthings.com

Proverbs 12:25 Anxiety weighs down the 
heart, but a kind word cheers it up.

Proverbs 15:4 The soothing tongue is a tree of 
life, but a perverse tongue crushes the spirit.

Proverbs 15:23 A person finds joy in giving an 
apt reply—and how good is a timely word!

Proverbs 15:30 Light in a messenger’s eyes 
brings joy to the heart, and good news gives 
health to the bones.

Proverbs 15:33 Wisdom’s instruction is to fear 
the LORD, and humility comes before honor. 

Proverbs 16:24 Gracious words are a 
honeycomb, sweet to the soul and healing to 
the bones.
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family time recipe
family time



 LOVE AND RESPECT | HomeFrontMag.com15

family time recipe
family time

Share the love with family and friends by inviting them 
over for this simple and beautiful summer salad—it 
feeds twelve and can be made ahead and kept in the 
refrigerator overnight. It’s best served in a clear glass 
bowl so everyone can see the layers. Feel free to add or 
subtract ingredients and serve alongside your favorite 
main dish! 

Prep Time: 30 min.     Servings: 12

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

SALAD

• 2 heads iceberg lettuce, chopped

• 8 ounces baby spinach, washed and dried

• salt and pepper to taste

• 8 hard boiled eggs, chopped

• 16 ounces bacon, cooked and chopped

• 4 tomatoes, chopped

• 1 bunch green onions, thinly sliced

• 8 ounces cheddar cheese, grated

• 1 bag (10 ounces) frozen peas, partially thawed

• fresh dill for garnish

DRESSING

• 3/4 cup mayonnaise 

• 3/4 cup sour cream

• 1 ½ tablespoon. sugar

*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. In a clear glass bowl, layer salad ingredients in the 
order they appear above, concentrating ingredients 
around the perimeter of the bowl and filling in the 
center with lettuce, if needed. End with the layer 
of peas.

2. Combine dressing ingredients in a separate bowl 
and mix well. Pour over the top of the peas and 
spread to cover, bringing dressing all the way out to 
the edges of the bowl. Sprinkle with fresh dill.

3. Cover and refrigerate for up to 8 hours.



kids in the kitchen
family time

I have always loved summer. Thinking back, most of my 
favorite childhood memories involve the sun shining on my 
face and a refreshing treat after a long hot day. My brother 
and I were always picky with what we ate, so our mom had to 
get creative with our afternoon snacks. She thought that if we 
helped with making our treats, we would be more eager to try 
them, and she was right! My all-time favorite summer treat is 
gummy bear popsicles. They are so fun to make, and even more 
fun to eat!

by Rachel Howard
Rachel is beginning her Freshman year at Biola University in La Mirada, 
CA. She began volunteering in the Children’s Ministry Department at 
Mariners Church in Irvine, CA when she was in the fourth grade. She has 
a passion for cooking and baking and loves using her culinary gifts to 
serve others. 
 
Prep Time: 10 min.     Freeze Time: about 45 min.

Yields: 6 Gummy Bear Popsicles

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

1 can lemon-lime soda

2 cups of gummy bears

popsicle molds* (6)

*If you do not have popsicle molds you can use small paper 
cups and popsicle sticks as a substitute.
*  For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

WHAT YOU’LL DO

1. Drop about 1/3 cup of gummy bears into the popsicle 
molds. This is the fun part for the kids—allow them to pick 
which colors they want for their treats!

2. Fill the molds a little over 3/4 of the way with the lemon-
lime soda covering the gummy bears, and leaving enough 
room for the popsicle to expand while freezing. 

3. Place mold sticks or popsicle sticks into the molds. 

4. Put the popsicles into the freezer and wait until they are 
completely frozen through—about 45 minutes.

5. Once frozen, run under hot water for a couple seconds to 
loosen them from the mold.
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conversation starters
family time

[uh-dawr, uh-dohr]

verb (used with object), adored, adoring.

1. to regard with the utmost esteem, love, and respect; honor.

2. to pay divine honor to; worship: to adore God.

3. to like or admire very much: I simply adore the way your hair is done!

Together as a family read the definition of “adore.” 

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING

1. Share with each other something you “adore” and why.

2. Share with each other someone you “adore” and why.

3. Discuss ways you “adore” God. 
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game time
family time
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game time
family time

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

• 2 plastic cups

• safety pin

• pen or sharpened pencil

• 2 buckets

• various backyard objects (i.e., rope, lawn 
chair, potted plants, etc.)

BEFORE YOU START

You will need to poke small holes into one of 
the plastic cups, leaving the other cup intact. To 
do this, use the safety pin to puncture small holes 
in one cup. Once a few small punctures have 
been made, use your pen or sharpened pencil 
to make the holes just a little bit wider. You now 
have a leaky cup!

Next, use various backyard objects to create 
a small obstacle course that will be a good fit for 
the ages of your little ones. Place one bucket, 
filled with water, at the beginning of the obstacle 
course and one empty bucket at the end. You’re 
ready to get started!

TIME TO PLAY!

This game is for the whole family! Gather your 
kids around and have everyone make a straight 
line behind the bucket filled with water. The first 
person will take the leaky cup and use it to scoop 
as much water out of the bucket as he can. He 
must then go through the obstacle course making 
his way to the empty bucket. Encourage him 
to go as fast as he can so he doesn’t lose much 
water through the holes of the leaky cup!

Once he reaches the end, he will pour any 
water left in his cup into the empty bucket. Have 
this family member race back to the line and 
pass the cup on to the next person. Repeat this 
until all of the water has been transferred from 
the starting bucket to the end. 

For the second round of this game, you will 
switch out the leaky cup for the cup with no 
holes. Repeat exactly what you did before with 

the leaky cup, except this time, watch to see how 
much faster you are able to fill up the bucket! 

LET’S ADD A TWIST!

If you’d like to add a fun twist to this game or 
you have older kids, you can set up two identical 
obstacle courses and turn this into a relay race. 
One team gets the leaky cup and the other gets 
the cup with no holes. It will be a fun race to 
see if the leaky cup team can keep up! Be sure 
to switch teams so everyone gets a chance with 
both cups.

REMEMBER

Similar to these cups, we have two choices in 
life. We can be like the cup with no holes, and 
choose to accept love from God and others; 
believing it is true and holding onto it tightly. Or, 
we can be like the leaky cup, choosing to let go 
of and not believe the love God and others have 
for us. 

If we become like the leaky cups, we will 
have a hard time filling others up with love. 
However, if we are like the cup with no holes, we 
will then be overflowing and able to fill others up 
with that same love. 

Imagine how amazing it would be to see all of 
God’s children receiving His love and then using 
that to fill others up as well! Encourage your 
children to keep this in mind when playing with 
friends. They can take all of their love from God 
and fill others up with it. What a special way we 
get to be a part of what God is doing!

by Heather DePartee
Heather is a newlywed and works as an Instructional 
Aide for Kindergarten students in Fresno, CA. She spent 
three and a half years working on the Families team 
at ROCKHARBOR Church in Costa Mesa, CA as an 
assistant to the Early Childhood Director, participating in 
the development of Tru Curriculum, and as an admin to 
the team.

ALL PLAY
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How often have we sat at a wedding, perhaps it 
happened at your own, and heard a Scripture 
reading from 1 Corinthians 13, “the love chapter”? 
We’ve seen the passage many times—on valentines, 
wedding invitations, even written on headstones at 
the cemetery. 

While the passage itself might be familiar, we 
seldom hear much about the church to whom it was 
written. Let me give you a little backstory:

Paul left his preaching ministry at Athens 
and traveled approximately 50 miles to the city 
of Corinth. It was strategically located near two 
significant seaports and was consequently home to 
many sailing fleets throughout the Mediterranean. 
It was also home to the biennial Isthmus Games, 
second only in importance to the Olympics, which 
were dedicated to the Greek god Poseidon. The 
victor of the games was given a crown of celery 
leaves to wear! It’s very possible that Paul attended 
the games as he referenced the “crown that will not 
last” in 1 Corinthians 9:24–27. 

Because of its unique location, Corinth 
controlled the trade route between Europe and 
the Orient. Anything of importance going either 
direction traveled through these ports. Small boats 
were hauled over land while larger boats were 
unloaded in one port and the goods transported by 
carts the four miles over land to the next port where 
they were loaded back onto ships to continue their 
journey.

The crowning jewels of Corinth were the Temple 
of Apollo and the Temple of Aphrodite. The latter, 
sitting atop the hill of the Acropolis, sponsored 1,000 
temple prostitutes housed in the lofts of the 33 wine 
shops later uncovered by modern archeologists. 
Since Corinth was home to countless sailors and 
traveling salesmen, there was no shortage of business 
for those who “worshipped” the goddess Aphrodite 
along the streets of the city at night.

family time

god’s word
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It was to this city that Paul brought the gospel 
message of biblical love. If ever there was a city 
that needed to hear such a message, it was Corinth. 
Various forms of counterfeit “love” were sold on 
the streets and in the shops. Paul, realizing their 
desperate need for truth, proclaimed the message 
of authentic love. He sought to dispel their belief 
that love was self-serving. That’s why we read Paul’s 
teaching that biblical love is something entirely 
different. 

HEAR IT

Imagine Paul standing in the city square and 
preaching the following message to those who 
had so often given their lives over to a counterfeit 
message:

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. How do you think Paul felt when he presented 
such a different perspective of love to those 
who heard his message?

2. How do you think people responded the first 
time they heard such a different picture of 
authentic love?

3. Why is it so hard for us to demonstrate this 
kind of love to those around us?

4. What is the hardest love quality for you to  
live out?

DO IT

As a family, identify another member of your 
community who needs to experience this kind of 
love. Then strategize what you can do to demonstrate 
biblical love to that person or family this week.

This might include cooking a hurting family a meal 
and then bringing it over for them to enjoy. Better 
yet, how about inviting this family into your home 
one night this week and share the meal with them. 
Close the night together by asking how you can pray 
for them and then praying for their needs.

Another way to live out this passage is to ask 
God to speak to your children about another 
child at school or perhaps in one of their after-
school activities who is in need of a friend. Maybe 
it’s someone who has recently moved into your 
community or lost a family member, gone through a 
divorce, etc. Pray about finding a way to reach out to 
that child with biblical love this week and pray for 
an opportunity to live it out before them.

by Michael Anthony, PhD
Michael Anthony has been a seminary professor for 27 years 
and has served in a variety of applied ministry positions. He  
is married to Michelle Anthony and they live in Colorado 
Springs, CO.

family time

god’s word

If I speak in the tongues of men or of angels, 
but do not have love, I am only a resounding 
gong or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 
prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and all 
knowledge, and if I have a faith that can move 
mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 
If I give all I possess to the poor and give over 
my body to hardship that I may boast, but do 
not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not 
envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does 
not dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, 
it is not easily angered, it keeps no record 
of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but 
rejoices with the truth. It always protects, 
always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fails. But where there are 
prophecies, they will cease; where there 
are tongues, they will be stilled; where 
there is knowledge, it will pass away. For we 
know in part and we prophesy in part, but 
when completeness comes, what is in part 
disappears. When I was a child, I talked like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a 
child. When I became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me. For now we see only a 
reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face 
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know 
fully, even as I am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope 
and love. But the greatest of these is love.



LOVE AND RESPECT | homefrontmag.com22

family time

worship

Jesus said that the way to show people that we love 
God is by loving each other (John 13:35). I find it 
interesting that Jesus did NOT say, “people will know 
that you are mine by the way you love ME ...” rather 
He said, “they’ll know you 
love ME by the way you love 
THEM.”  That seems a little 
more difficult! God is easy 
to love—but our family? Our 
friends? Our neighbors? They 
aren’t always so easy to love!  

God knows this! Jesus 
knew it when He spoke those 
words. While I don’t believe He 
expects perfection from us—we 
are human after all—I think we 
can learn about His character 
when we seek to apply this 
truth to our lives. He LOVES us! He loved us first. The 
Bible says even when we were still wallowing in our sin, 
Jesus died for us. God so LOVED the world (US and 
ALL the other people He calls us to love) that He gave 
us Jesus, to die for our sins, to redeem us, to restore us! 
THAT is LOVE!!! He says when we love each other, we 
are obeying and honoring and worshipping HIM. 

So, how can we do it? How can we worship God 
by loving each other, even when it’s hard? When I 
was growing up, one thing my parents encouraged my 
sisters and me to do was to say something nice about 
the person next to us at the dinner table. A deceptively 
simple task! There were many evenings when we’d had 
an argument and sat at the table with our arms crossed, 
angry, holding a grudge, silent. In those moments 
we often just said, “I can’t think of ANYTHING!” 
Eventually, tempers cooled, inevitably someone 
laughed, and we each thought of at least ONE nice 
thing to say! 

This practice helps create awareness that we 
are each unique, with differing gifts. The nice thing 
you say about one person will be different from the 
nice thing you say about another. By doing so, we are 
reminded that we’re each made in the image of God 
and worth HIS love.  

When we love, forgive, speak kindly to and, are 
generous with each other, we are honoring and 

worshipping God. We can do it 
because we trust that WE are 
LOVED by HIM. 

Every day this month, as an act 
of worship, find a time to affirm 
each other. Remind your family 
how much God loves each one of 
them. Share with them that Jesus 
died for them. Then, encourage 
family members to look each other 
in the eye and speak loving words 
of truth. After practicing this within 
your home, begin to look outside 
your family for others who might be 

encouraged by your loving words. Remind them that 
showing love to others is how the world will know we 
are disciples of Jesus. 

by Crystal Lewis
Crystal Lewis has been a Grammy-nominated, multiple-Dove-
Award-winning singer and songwriter for over 25 years. In 
addition to being a pioneer of the Christian music scene, she, 
along with her husband of 26 years, Brian Ray, have raised two 
children, who are now 19 and 21. Crystal continues to write, record, 
and tour today.

Facebook OfficialCrystalLewis

Twitter @thecrystallewis

Instagram @thecrystallewis

Blog crystallewis.com

“… everyone will 
know that you are my 
disciples, if you love 

one another.” 
John 13:35
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A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE 
PASSAGE, OR WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN 
BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECLARING 

GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.

Throughout the Bible, God demonstrates 
His loving and nurturing character toward 
His people. A psalmist in the Old Testament 
describes Him as “a father to the fatherless” 
(Psalm 68:5) and Jesus teaches His disciples 
to refer to God as their Father (Matthew 6:9). 
Isaiah compares God to a mother comforting 
her child (Isaiah 66:13), and over and over 
we see that God is a “compassionate and 
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding 
in love and faithfulness” (Exodus 34:6; 
Nehemiah 9:17; Psalm 86:15, 103:8, 145:8; Joel 
2:13; Jonah 4:2). Because God nurtures us, we 
are called to love and nurture one another, 
and this starts in our homes with the children 
God has entrusted to our care.

by Emily Schulz
Emily is a grad student at Denver Seminary, along 
with her new husband, Phil. She has her BA in 
Christian Ministries from Biola University and is 
the Children’s Ministry Director of New Denver 
Church in Denver, CO, where Phil also serves as the 
Youth Director.

READ
This month, read Psalm 103:1–8 out loud 
to your child. Replace the word “your” with 
your child’s name and emphasize the verses 
that speak of God’s love. 

BLESS

Then, pray this blessing.

(Insert child’s name), may you know the 
compassion, grace, and abundant love of our 
great God. May you grow to know Him as your 
faithful Father and the One who brings you 
comfort and peace. May you learn to love and 
respect others the way that God loves you, and 
may you offer a message of hope to a world 
that is broken and in desperate need of God’s 
nurturing touch.

blessing
family time
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ABOUT US

Purple Door Coffee is a specialty 
espresso bar and coffee shop in 
Denver, Colorado that employs 
teens and young adults who have 
been homeless and want to leave 
homelessness behind.

MEET THE TEAM

OUR MISSION

To reclaim and sustain the lives of homeless youth and young adults through supportive and meaningful employment.

Purple Door is committed to creating a loving, Jesus-centered environment where every single individual is valued no 
matter what his or her life has looked like up to this point.

Our name comes from the fact that, historically, the color purple is the color of royalty, and we truly believe that every 
person, no matter their station in life, has unsurpassable worth and value and deserves to be treated like royalty.

Purple Door Coffee not only hopes to be a place of employment, but also a place of restoration for those who want to 
reclaim life.            

When Madison Chandler started a year-long internship with Dry Bones (drybonesdenver.org) in 2010, she decided 
to take on the dream of starting a coffee shop that would employ and train homeless youth seeking to rebuild their lives. 
As she began putting her dream into action, she remembered a conversation she had with Mark Smesrud when they 
were interns with Dry Bones in the Summer of 2009. They had discussed their love of coffee shops and how it would 
be incredible to combine work at a coffee shop with ministry among the marginalized—particularly street kids. While 
this conversation was very surface level and short-lived, it happened, and Mark and Madison believe it happened for 
a reason.

Madison Chandler
Director of Development

Mark Smesrud
Program Director

Katie Koehler
Business Manager
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Madison contacted Mark about 
coming to work with Purple Door 
Coffee a couple of times. He initially 
said “not now,” simply because the 
timing was not yet right for his life 
situation. In August of 2011, Madison 
talked to Mark again about joining the 
Purple Door Coffee effort, and this time 
Mark had a peace about it. He spent 
two months praying about whether this 
was what he was supposed to be doing. 
In October of 2011, Mark committed to 
moving to Denver in January of 2012.

MARK AND MADISON SAY …

“Purple Door has now been up and 
running since April 15th, 2013, but it has 
been in the works for a long time. As 
we continue forward, we look at how 
God has been so incredibly present 
and faithful in the entire process, and 
we know that this will continue. We are 
excited to be a part of what God is up 
to in the world, and we know that this is 
only the beginning of the journey. Join 
us as we continue expanding the story 
of Purple Door Coffee.”

Website purpledoorcoffee.com

Blog purpledoorcoffee.com/blog

Facebook Purple Door Coffee

Twitter @PDCoffeehouse
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Part of Fenno-Scandia, Finland has an 
area of 130,128 square miles; of which 
12,185 square miles is inland water. Its 
length, one-third of which lies above the 
Arctic Circle, is 721 miles north to south; 
its width is 336 miles east to west. Finland 
borders Russia to the east, the Gulf of 
Finland to the southeast, the Baltic Sea 
to the southwest, the Gulf of Bothnia and 
Sweden to the west, and Norway to the 
northwest and north.

 

There are over 5 million people who call 
Finland their home.   

If you lived in Finland, you would eat 
Karjalanpiirakka or Karelian pies, as they 
are also known. These pies fit into your 
hand and melt in your mouth. The crust is 
traditionally made with rye flour and filled 
with potatoes, rice, or carrots. They are 
particularly delicious with an egg butter 
spread on top!

If you lived in Finland you would most 
likely go to a Lutheran Church. 

To talk to your friends in Finland you 
would speak Finnish. To say hello you 
would say: 

“Terve” (pronounced TEHR-veh)

global
family time

Awaken a compassionate heart and a global 
mind-set in children for people beyond the  
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

DID YOU KNOW ? 
• Finland is nicknamed “land of midnight sun.” During 

summer the sun does not drop below the horizon in 
the north and shines all day and night.

• Another nickname for Finland is “Land of the 
Thousand Lakes.” Finland has about 188,000 lakes. 

• Finnish people drink more coffee per person than 
anyone else in the world (12 kg per year).

The white summer nights are perhaps Finland’s most 
iconic natural phenomena. The nighttime sun is at its 
strongest during the months of June and July but the 
farther north you go, the longer and higher the sun stays 
above the horizon. In the very northernmost parts you can 
experience a full midnight sun from May to August. 

Discuss together as a family what it might be like to 
have nighttime sun throughout the summer. What might 
you do differently to compensate for the lack of darkness?

  NOW THAT WE KNOW THE 
LOCATION OF FINLAND,  
LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

Finland
Russia

Gulf of Finland

Baltic
Sea

Gulf
of

Bothnia

Sweden

Norway

POPULATION 
5,454,444

LANGUAGE
Finnish

RELIGION
Lutheran 75.2%

Non-Religious 22% 
Orthodoxy 1.1%       

Islam 1%

Where in the World Is ...
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PARENTING BLOGS TO SPUR 
YOU ON AND MOTIVATE YOU AS 
YOU SPIRITUALLY PARENT YOUR 
CHILDREN.

RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU AS 
YOU NAVIGATE THROUGH TOUGH 
AGES AND TOUGH TOPICS.

WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO 
PROMOTE HEALTHY MARRIAGES 
AND ENCOURAGE YOU AS YOU 
SPIRITUALLY GRANDPARENT YOUR 
GRANDCHILDREN.

OUR PRAYER IS THAT THE NEXT FEW PAGES WILL INSPIRE, EQUIP, 

AND SUPPORT YOU ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PARENTING JOURNEY.
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FOR THE LOVE  | JENNIE LUSKO

We have all seen these moms, and let’s be honest, we’ve all been these moms in public—frustrated with our 
children’s behavior and speaking at them—trying to be gentle for the sake of the darting eyes all around 
us, but barely having any kindness to give in the moment. Is this just me? Well, I’ll just consider this group 
therapy then.

Something I’ve been learning for—let’s say eleven years—is that I have nothing to give my children, my 
husband, or anyone if I am not first letting myself be saturated in God’s love. The truth is, He loves us. It’s a 
love and respect that we begin to understand more as parents, but then realize how much we really don’t 
know the more we grow in this role.

One of my favorite (and convicting) verses is Ephesians 
4:32 which says, “Be kind and compassionate to one 
another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave 
you.” When we live from the place of receiving God’s love, 
then and only then can we function in His love, knowing if we 
have freely received, we must also freely give. 

In our case, as mothers, we have such a great opportunity 
every day to love these little ones in our care, but it can 
be hard! Why is that? Perhaps because often the times our 
little ones need us are inconvenient. In my experience, it’s 
usually because I’m thinking of myself first—and that’s never 
a good idea.

Something that my husband teaches from the Bible that 
always resonates in my heart is the fact that it’s easy to love 
the lovable—anyone can do that (Luke 6).  It’s when it’s inconvenient and the most difficult that it really 
counts the most. Love is a sacrifice, and a choice, and to love when it hurts the most is when we are truly 
reflecting God’s love, because He loves us when we are unlovable.  

When our three year old is defiantly pushing the boundaries at the end of the day, and I have nothing 
to give, that’s when it counts the most (and I mess up the most). This is the moment when I must take a 
breath, look up to heaven, and ask God for the grace He wants to give me. Asking Him to overwhelm me 
with His love for me, so I can tenderly care for these sweet ones He has called me to love.

It’s vital in all our relationships, and specifically with our children, to remember that God has given us a 
platform in their lives to love them the way we receive love from Him. It will always be imperfect because we 
are, but God will always give us what we need because His grace is sufficient, and He specializes in being 
strong when we are weak.  

We can love our children because He first loved us, and we can walk in this love every day as we depend 
on Him.
Jennie is the wife of Pastor Levi Lusko of Fresh Life Church in Montana. She is the mom to four beautiful girls with one in heaven. 
Jennie has her eyes and heart set on Jesus all the way to heaven.

Twitter @jennielusko               Instagram @jennielusko               Website mrslusko.com

HOME  |  ABOUT ME  |  EVERYDAY MOM  |  EVERYDAY DADBLOG
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Some call us the “Brady Bunch.”  To clarify, we don’t have an “Alice.” We do have six kids though; both 
my wife and I each brought three to the table.  Almost three years ago, Sarah and I married and embarked 
upon the adventure of blending our families. The journey did not start well.  Sarah and I knew there would 
be difficulties, but we were not prepared for some of the challenges we faced early on. Although Sarah and 
I had developed our relationship to a place of love and respect, I had not been able to develop that same 
depth of relationship with her kids.  

Once the bliss of our honeymoon wore off, reality began to sink in. All of us were about to encounter 
tremendous change in our everyday lives. Sarah’s son and I were a disaster waiting to happen. We are both 
strong-willed people with even stronger opinions on things. 
He was eleven and entering middle school with all the 
hormones and changes that happen at that age. He now had 
two older brothers, a new father figure, a new school, and to 
top it off, a new home.  

I was entering uncharted territory myself. I now had 
the challenge of leading kids I had never led in the home 
before. I was trying to parent them much the same way I had 
parented my three biological children. This was a mistake. 
Not only are our children very different but our parenting 
styles were quite different as well. I was starting off on the 
wrong foot from the get-go.  

Needless to say, my new son and I were constantly butting 
heads. The first six months were brutal.  We were in a verbal battle almost daily. These battles would 
escalate to the point of yelling at each other and then storming off to try and cool down. I rarely apologized 
to him and his apologies, if they came at all, were even less frequent. Something needed to change.  

As I was studying God’s Word, I was drawn to the book of Ephesians. In Ephesians 4:2 it says, “Be 
completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love.” As God spoke to me 
through this verse, I realized I had a perfect opportunity to live this out in my relationship with my son. 
The very next fight we had, I humbled myself, confessed to him my sin, and asked for his forgiveness. Over 
the course of the next month, I did this every time we had an argument. I confess that sometimes I needed 
longer to cool down before I was ready to apologize and ask for his forgiveness. As the month went on, the 
fights became less frequent. Going into that second month of showing him love through humility, something 
shifted. He began to come to me seeking forgiveness for his actions. The fights were less frequent and lacked 
the intensity they once had. God was doing something amazing! That second month he even surrendered 
his life to Jesus.  

Though we still have times of disagreement and sin between us, God has brought restoration and healing 
to a relationship that was once broken. By listening to God through His Word, He has taught me how to love 
and respect my son. As this has been modeled to him, he now shows love and respect toward me.
Chris and his wife, Sarah, have been married for three years and each brought three kids to their marriage. He works as 
the Children’s Pastor at Mountain Springs Church in Colorado Springs, CO. He is passionate about equipping kids to hear 
God’s voice.

ALWAYS BE HUMBLE AND GENTLE  | CHRISTOPHER STEENMEYER 

HOME  |  ABOUT ME  |  EVERYDAY MOM  |  EVERYDAY DADBLOG
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Rain clouds form in the sky.  The rest of Southern 
California rejoices at the prospect of rain, but even 
in the midst of a severe drought my insides twist; I 
know what comes next.  My 9-year-old son, Jackson, 
finds me, and the questions roll as quick as thunder:  
“Is it going to rain, Mommy? Are those rain clouds? 
When will it start? Will we be safe? Will there be 
lightning?  What if I get wet?” Wrapping my arms 
around him, I assure him that he is safe, I am here, 
and we will get through this together. But as the rain 
begins to fall, so do his tears. The weather produces 
daily—no, hourly—anxiety, brought to a crescendo 
when it actually storms. An insignificant drizzle can 
change the course of our family’s entire day. Living 
with Jackson often feels like this; things that the rest 
of the world barely notice—a light sprinkling of rain, 
wearing bumpy socks, sitting in a different seat than 
normal—create mountains of fear, confusion, and 
frustration that we must climb together over and 
over again.

My husband, Jeff, and I knew early that Jackson 
was developing uniquely from the other children 
his age. He began early intervention before his 
second birthday, and at the age of four, he was 
officially diagnosed as high-functioning autistic. 

I often feel so inadequate to this task set before 
me—parenting a child with special needs. It forces 
an honesty in parenting with which I am not always 
comfortable. For Jackson to succeed he must be 
known—every joy, fear, area of weakness, and need.  
Sitting back and believing it will all work out for the 
best cannot happen; it will not work out. Jackson’s life 
will suffer. Instead I am actively a part of every single 
aspect of his development. Whether it’s schoolwork 
or peer relationships or understanding social norms, 
many areas that children just typically learn as they 
grow do not come as easily for our son.

Parenting an autistic child isn’t much different 
than parenting my other two typically developing 
daughters … it’s just more. More reassurance. More 
patience. More compassion. More grace. More 
empathy. Likewise, the inevitable ‘mommy-guilt’ is 

also MORE.  “I should be doing more for Jackson” 
runs through my head on a loop. I cannot turn it 
off, because it is true; I could be finding specialized 
interventions, adjusting his diet, consulting 
specialists; always more. For Jackson. For all my 
children. For my husband. Even for myself.  

It feels like a cliche to say, “I’m doing the best 
I can.” All the same—I really am. I must believe in 
a God who sees my limitations, knows all my fear, 
loneliness, and hope, feels all these things alongside 
me—a God who gives me all that’s necessary. I keep 
showing up for Jackson, God keeps showing up  
for me. 

Here’s the thing: God gave me Jackson—my brave, 
kind, smart little boy. God doesn’t abandon me as 
I wipe rain-tears, find obscure stripmall-fountains, 
discuss the intricacies of superheroes, and clean up 
after tantrums. Still, I doubt I have what it takes to be 
Jackson’s mom. The only thing outweighing my doubt 
is the trust I have in my God to give me all I need, 
and all Jackson needs, too. Because as much as I love 
Jackson and will advocate and fight for him, I know 
God loves and fights for him that much more.  

I believe that God has truly great things ahead 
for Jackson. I have faith that God did not make a 
mistake when He chose me for this job. So I will 
continue to pray for sunshine, and will hold him close 
when the inevitable thunderstorms and rainclouds of 
life come his way. 

by Shara Bachman

Shara is a mom of three and has been married to her 
youth-pastor husband for 14 years. She has worked as 
an elementary-school teacher and a children’s ministry 
director. Three years ago her passion for photography 
led to her own full-time business specializing in 
newborn babies.  

Website bachmanvillephotography.com

Instagram @sharabachman
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(6th to 8th grade)

Do you remember the first time your spouse said, “I 
love you?” Or a time when your child, unprompted, 
said the same? What a feeling! How many songs 
have you heard this week that, woven between 
melody and lyrics, is love? What about movies? 
Books? Billboards, or banking commercials? There 
must be something about love if everywhere we 
turn, we hear, see, or experience its different facets. 
It sells, motivates, fuels, feels good, builds up, and 
mysteriously unlocks the deepest doors within our 
hearts to feelings and emotions unexplainable by 
science. It can change both the direction of foreign 
politics and family dynamics. Love is powerful. 
With that said, our understanding of what it truly 
is determines whether our actions motivate or 
manipulate, whether our words lead or coerce, 
whether our thoughts depress or encourage, and 
whether our relationships have a solid or crumbling 
foundation. 

Spiritual parenting, job function, identity 
formation and, in fact, all of our lives, depend 
upon holding a correct belief of the origination 
and orientation of love. And so often what we 
experience on the surface of this broken world is a 
malfunctioning, self-centered, consuming infection 
that isn’t even a shadow of the love which God 
created, but instead a deceptive tool of the enemy 
to steal, kill, and destroy. How then, do we step into 
our calling to be agents of God’s love in our homes, 
especially toward our kids?

LOVE’S ORIGIN

“In the beginning God …” (Genesis 1:1). Who is God? 
Central. He is many things, but at the forefront of His 
perfect character is love. “Give thanks to the Lord, 
for ... his love endures forever” (Psalm 118:29). God 
has ownership on true love. First John says that God 
is love. Scripture is an account of what God’s love 
looks like. God has been fully loving since and for 
eternity. Because God is the same yesterday, today, 
and forever, at all times He is defined by and defining 
love to His creation. If we are to channel God’s love, 
we have to relearn who He is in order to experience 
what that love looks like. But love without action is a 
simple feeling. To have impact, love must act. What 
does God’s love do?

LOVE’S ACTION

Read through Psalm 136. Take a moment by yourself 
or with your family to write down all that the love 
of God does in this passage. It delivers, provides, 
saves, rescues, keeps promises, and endures 
eternally through all circumstances. Why? Because 
love’s foundation is God Himself! God’s character 
determines what His love does. And His love has 
done incredible things. But, just as much as love must 
have an action, it must also have a destination. Who 
is God’s love directed toward?

LOVE’S DESTINATION

“He remembered us in our low estate …” 
(Psalm 136:23).

We all have a condition; being of low-estate. We’re 
messed up. All of us. Yet, in our unworthy, wrath-
deserving rebelliousness, we are the destination of 
God’s pursuing love! The greatest thing Love has 
ever done is remember us in our low-estate, as well 
as our children, who by nature are just as sinful as 

We must rediscover the 

incomprehensible, yet experiential, 

steadfast love of God.
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do. We love them because God is love, and as a great 
expression of His love, He created them in His image 
and is in love with them, deeply enough that Jesus 
would die that they might have life. 

Our job as parents is not to raise our kids to 
simply have correct behavior so they grow up to be 
good people. If that is our motive, we miss the mark. 
No, our calling is to love them with God’s love so they 
first learn who He is, what His love does, and who 
they are in Christ. As a result of their relationship 
with Jesus, they grow to become men and women 
who, through their lives, point to who love is so others 
can experience Him too.

by Daniel Tedder
Daniel is married to his wife, Kayla, and they have three kids. 
Over the last 10 years, he has served local and international 
churches around the world, helping them grow their student 
and worship ministries. Currently, he serves as the Student Life 
Pastor at Mountain Springs Church in Colorado Springs, CO.

student id
equip

(6th to 8th grade)

the neighbor’s kids, and send Jesus to carry out the 
action necessary to remedy the irreparable damage 
caused by our sin.

And now, through Christ, we are a new creation, 
washed clean by the blood of the Lamb, God’s 
children, heirs to the promise. And we now walk with 
God through the power of the Holy Spirit. We have 
crossed from darkness into light, from death into life! 
That love should stir something deep within us.

LOVE’S RESPONSE

“Give thanks to the God of heaven, for his steadfast 
love endures forever!” (Psalm 136:26 ESV). The 
psalmist here has it right. Thankfulness should be our 
response! Giving glory to God, through how we day-
to-day as an act of worship, is the fitting response. 
Jesus said the greatest commandments are to love 
God and to love people. And since our children are 
in that category, Jesus calls us to love them, but not 
with a love dependent upon what they do or don’t 
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marriage
support

We can best teach respect by having a healthy 
perspective of the sacredness of God’s created 
human beings. If we practice showing respect, 
we can gradually remove shame and guilt in the 
atmosphere at home, in the car, and on the go. It 
starts with husband and wife. 

“My husband is a great dad, but he’s a horrible 
husband.”

“My wife is a great mom, but she’s a lousy cook!”

Each one of those shame-filled statements come 
with a belief system attached. And the belief is this: 
Duty. Performance. You’re never enough. I value what 
you do for me more than I value your actual presence 
in my life.

By God’s design, even on the worst day, all 
people  bear the image of God. Whether we see 
them through His eyes or not actually determines 
our capacity for giving respect. We have value in 
our existence and it’s not determined by strength 
and weakness. So, why do we focus on the gaps and 
inadequacies? Instead of seeing an opportunity for 
His grace to be inserted, we often place judgment 
and blame using words that accentuate the 
inadequacy and downplay the sufficiency of grace.

This is a serious issue when it comes to creating 
a respectful atmosphere in the home. If dad doesn’t 
show respect for mom then the children won’t either. 
Treating the children better than your mate erodes 
respect. The children may like us, but they won’t 
respect us. 

Respect is something we give as a result of 
seeing each other through the lens of Christ’s 
image. After all, God did demonstrate His own love 
for us while we were still in sin (Romans 5:8). If we 
see each other through the complete work of Jesus 
Christ, we can at least respect each other’s journey 
and all that means until the fruit appears. We can 
show respect before it is deserved.  

Try these suggestions to help you establish an 
atmosphere of respect in the home.

Rally around your spouse and brag on him or her  
 in front of the kids.

Expect respect despite moods and feelings. Help        
 children learn the difference between emotional     
reaction and the act of giving respect.

Say the words, “I respect you.”

Prepare through prayer to demonstrate the value  
of your spouse.

Everyday respect with words and actions reflect  
 our God-given privilege to make choices.  Even    
though someone makes a poor decision, that  
person is still worthy of respect in their God- 
given ability to choose. 

Catch your kids showing respect and praise them.

Teach your kids to think wholly—not in  
compartmentalized roles.   

“Probably one of the more subtle things that we 
inadvertently do as parents is use guilt and shame 
to control our children” (Michelle Anthony, Spiritual 
Parenting, p. 172). Children experience it directly 
from parents at times, but also indirectly when they 
watch our marital interactions with each other.  One 
of the most powerful forms of modeling respect is 
in the marriage relationship and how we treat and 
speak to each other. 

by Roxanna Grimes

Roxanna co-founded The Relationship Warehouse 
with her husband, Guy, in Costa Mesa, CA. She writes, 
travels, and speaks to women and girls about their 
value in Christ. She loves coffee, good books, and 
turning junk into beautiful.  

therelationshipwarehouse.com

Pearlology.blogspot.com
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marriage
support

ally around your spouse and brag on him or her in front of  

the kids.

xpect respect despite moods and feelings. 

ay the words, “I respect you.”

atch your kids showing respect and praise them.

each your kids to think wholly—not in compartmentalized roles.

veryday respect with words and actions reflect our God-given 

privilege to make choices. 

repare through prayer to demonstrate the value  

    of your spouse.
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Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

lie down

along the roadsit a
t home

get up Get UpGet Up This rhyme, to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb,” 
will be a great way to wake your toddler up this month! Be 
sure to remind her that God fills us with His love so we can 
show love to others.

God has filled me with His love, 

with His love, with His love.

So I want to share that love 

with everyone I meet.

by Izzi Ray

Izzi is a singer, songwriter, artist, and musician.

Twitter @izziray 

Instagram @izziray

These commandments that I give you today 

are to be on your hearts. Impress them on 

your children. Talk about them when you sit 

at home and when you walk along the road, 

when you lie down and when you get up. 

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

Listen here when 

viewing the enhanced 

online issue at 

HomeFrontMag.com!

tot time rhyme
equip

(ages 3 & under)
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Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition! 

spiritual grandparenting
support

We are all about tradition at our house. Holidays, anniversaries, birthdays all must be celebrated with zest and 
enthusiasm. When our grandkids come for sleepovers, we want them to be able to expect certain things to always be the 
same. We get down on the floor and build Geronimo pits (a “pit” full of pillows from our sectional couch that they dive 
into) or Hex-Bug trails and Lego cities. After dinner, we always have ice cream with chocolate sauce, sprinkles, and tiny 
marshmallows. Every morning we have pancakes and bacon. Sometimes I will tease Marco (our six-year-old grandson, 
who started the pancake tradition) asking, “What do you want for breakfast?” He looks at me like I’m from outer space.

 Another one of our traditions is making cutout sugar cookies for them to decorate with frosting and sprinkles. It’s a 
ridiculous mess and it’s a half-day project, but knowing that they expect and look forward to it is priceless to me. I want 
them to get excited about it—forever. But there are other holiday traditions that I believe should be kept sacred, just 
for their little families. Making sure all the important “firsts” are Mom, Dad, and kids. Coloring eggs, carving pumpkins, 
decorating their Christmas tree should be a tradition they can look forward to every year and remember forever. Trust 
me, we would love to be a part of EVERY fun thing. We don’t want to miss a single memory. But those are things we 
enjoyed with our children, and now it’s their turn.

Before we were grandparents, we heard that “you get to spoil grandchildren and then send them home.” Spoiling 
grandchildren before sending them home doesn’t seem like a loving response to the privilege of being such an integral 
part of their lives. We want them to grow up to be faithful, grateful, passionate adults who love Jesus and emulate what 
they have learned from the people who love them. But at the same time we want to be grandparents, not parents. So 
where is the balance?

Showing respect to their parents by not saying, “that’s not how WE did it” is a great start. Another commitment 
we have made is to do our best to continue to parent our children, the parents of our grandchildren, by NOT getting 
involved, even if we don’t agree. We choose to NOT interject our well-meaning but misplaced opinions about discipline, 
schools, friends, or church. We pray. We pray that God will give us the courage and strength to trust Him with the lives 
of these big and little people we love so much.

by Donna Wells
Donna’s Instagram pictures are a direct indication of what she’s crazy about; food and family. She loves spending time with her husband, 
daughters, and grandchildren. Donna has served as the Lead Associate at ROCKHARBOR Church in Costa Mesa, CA for 15 years.

Instagram @dwells44
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10 
ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

“God’s family cares for each 
other and worships God 
together.”

Faith 
Community
God designed us to live in 
community and to experience 
Him in ways that can only happen 
in proximity to one another. The 
faith community serves to create 
an environment to equip and 
disciple parents, to celebrate 
God’s faithfulness, and to bring 
a richness of worship through 
tradition and rituals, which offer 
children an identity. Our love for 
each other reflects the love we 
have received from God.

“I belong to God, and He 
loves me!”

Identity
This environment highlights who 
we are in Christ. According to 
Ephesians 1, we have been chosen, 
adopted, redeemed, sealed, and 
given an inheritance in Christ … all 
of which we did nothing to earn. 
This conviction allows children to 
stand firm against the destructive 
counter identities the world will 
offer.

   Serving
    This posture of the heart asks the question, “What 

needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate 
a sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger 
than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that 
as Christ followers we are to view our lives as living 
sacrifices that we generously give away!

   Out of the
   Comfort Zone
      As children are challenged to step out of their comfort 

zones from an early age, they learn to experience 
a dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and 
strengthen them beyond their natural abilities and 
desires. We believe this environment will cultivate a 
generation that, instead of seeking comfort, seeks a 
radical life of faith in Christ. 

“Asks the question, 
‘What needs to be 

done?’”

“God transforms 
me when I step 

out in faith.”

4

5

2

3

   Storytelling
    The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by 

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of 
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the 
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how 
I have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels 
us to see how God is using every person’s life and is 
creating a unique story that deserves to be told for His 
glory.

“God has a big 
story, and I can 
be a part of it!”

1
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IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT 
HOMES AND CHURCHES 
WOULD CREATE THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS FOR 
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN 
SO THEIR FAITH WILL 
GROW IN A COMMUNITY 
OF CONSISTENCY, 
COMMON LANGUAGE, 
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN 
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE 
ENVIRONMENTS CAN 
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING 
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE 
SUGGEST YOU READ: 

 

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:
An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY 
© 2010 DAVID C COOK 

   Course Correction
    This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the 

direct opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for 
a child encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love, 
and a vision of a corrected path for the individual with the 
purpose of healing at its core.  

   Love/Respect
    Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment 

recognizes that children need an environment of love and 
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s 
grace. Key to this environment is the value that children 
are respected because they embody the image of God. We 
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an 
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld 
due to one’s behavior.

“God has entrusted  
me with the things and 
people He created  
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the 
ability to take ownership for one’s 
life, gifts, and resources before 
God. A child must be challenged 
to take responsibility for his 
or her brothers and sisters in 
Christ, as well as for those who 
are spiritually lost. Our hope is 
that the Holy Spirit will use this 
environment to allow each child 
to understand that God has 
entrusted His world to us.

   Knowing
    Nothing could be more important than knowing and 

being known by God. We live in a world that denies 
absolute truth, but God’s Word offers just that. As 
we create an environment that upholds and displays 
God’s truth, we give children a foundation based on 
knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a 
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy, 
mighty, and awesome, yet He has chosen to make 
Himself known to us!

   Modeling
    Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order 

for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as 
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their 
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us 
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

“God fills me with 
His love so I can 

give it away.”

“God knows  
me, and I can 
know Him.”

“I see Christ in 
others, and they 

can see Him  
in me.”

“When I get off 
track, God offers 

me a path of 
healing.”

8
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