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EDITOR’S NOTE
Every morning millions of
people wake up to a blurry
and out-of-focus view—they
reach for their glasses and,
immediately, what seemed
clouded and indistinct is
brought into focus and clarity
prevails. Asking the question,
“What needs to be done?”
when entering a situation does
exactly the same thing—it gives
us a Jesus-lens and encourages
us to put others’ needs above
our own. This question gives
us new eyes to see things the
way God does and allows the
Holy Spirit, rather than our
own self-focused perspective,
to guide us.
This month’s EVERYDAY DAD BLOG (pages 32–33) reveals how we,
as broken people, often decide who is worthy of our service. Jesus clearly
explained that this is not our job. Our responsibility is to give without condition
whether someone is worthy or not—which is exactly what God has done for
each of us.
In GOD’S WORD (page 24) you will read a beautiful story of how the
feeding of the 5,000 could have played out. You will then be challenged to
view your own neighbors through a different lens and discover how your family
might become a blessing to them.
One great way of serving others is by sharing a meal—we have provided our
top five favorite ministry meals in the FAMILY TIME RECIPE (pages 13–18). We
are sure these will quickly become some of your favorites too.
Our prayer this month is that you and your family would wake up each
day and enter each situation asking God to give you His eyes—His clarity and
vision—for what needs to be done. We hope this issue of HomeFront will be a
great resource for you as you learn to live a life of service.
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It’s our pleasure to introduce
HomeFront in print!
We couldn’t be more
excited to offer individual
subscriptions as well as
bulk orders delivered right
to your doorstep.

Simply go to the link below to subscribe today:

HomeFrontMag.com

Michelle Anthony

Vice President and Publisher of
Learning Resources | David C Cook

Along with each subscription of HomeFront
(or each Tru membership), you will receive
a digital pass that will give you access to an
enhanced version of the online magazine.

T
 witter @TruInspiration

We believe that the Holy Spirit is God’s chosen
teacher. It is He who causes spiritual growth and
formation when and as He chooses. As such,
we have articulated 10 distinct environments to
create in your home. We desire to create spiritual
space, which we refer to as an environment, in
which God’s Spirit can move freely.

Here’s to a new step in our adventure of
spiritual parenting!

The environment of SERVING encourages a
posture of the heart that asks the question,
“What needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit
to cultivate a sensitivity to others and reminds
us that we’re called to a cause bigger than one
individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that, as
followers of Jesus, we’re to view our lives as living
sacrifices we generously give away!

FAMILY VERSE

“What needs to be done?” What if you and I
and our kids walked into every situation, with
every person, and simply asked this question?
Somebody’s crying. What needs to be done? Does
she need to be left alone? Does she need to be
hugged? Does she need to talk to someone? Does
she need someone to pray for her?

Memorizing Scripture can be an
incredible practice to engage in as a
family. But words in and of themselves will
not necessarily transform us; it is God’s
Spirit in these words who transforms.
We come to know God more when we’re
willing to open our hearts and listen to
His Holy Spirit through the words we
memorize. Have fun with this verse, and
think of creative ways to invite your family
to open up to God as they commit the
verse to memory.

Out of my own selfishness, I don’t always
want to answer that question the way I know the
Holy Spirit wants me to. But when we hear it and
respond to it, we enter a very rich environment
that enables us to lead an others-centered life.
What might it look like if we started pursuing this
posture with our children from an early age …
teaching them to walk into any situation asking,
“What needs to be done?” Wow—we’d live in a
different world!

Consider purchasing an 8” x 10”
frame to hold your family memory
verse each month!
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for even the

Son of Man

served,
to serve,
give his life
did not come

to

BE

BUT

and to

as a ransom for many.
mark 10:45
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family time

c a p t u r i n g t h e s e as o n
WHAT YOU’LL NEED
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens.
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot.

• 2 containers—one large and one smaller
(needs to fit inside larger container)
• large pillar candle
• small pebbles and/or sand

Ecclesiastes 3:1-2

• several small succulents in varying heights
and colors

I recently moved from a climate that stayed pretty
close to the exact same temperature year round.
Until now, I never completely understood the
analogies to “seasons” of life—it’s hard to when it’s 80
degrees on Christmas Day. But after a snowy winter
where we were forced to stay indoors or layer up to
avoid frostbite, nothing seemed more beautiful and
life-giving than those first signs of spring—which, by
the way, don’t really arrive in March like the calendar
says they do.

• potting soil
WHAT YOU’LL DO
1. Pour a small amount of potting soil into the
bottom of the large container—just enough to
raise the small container to two inches above
the rim of the large container.
2. Place the small container inside the large
container.

May brings beauty and new life into full swing,
and these succulent gardens are a great way to
bridge the gap between spring and summer. The
wonderful thing about succulent gardens is that
almost anyone can grow them—they are a gardener’s
dream. Succulents are very hardy plants that require
very little care or maintenance. These gardens do well
outdoors or indoors in a well-lit area of your home.

3. Place the pillar candle in the small container
and fill the space between the candle and
container wall with small pebbles and/or sand
until completely full.
4. Fill the space between the small container and
the large container wall with potting soil.
5. Take the succulents out of their containers and
loosen their roots.

by Debbie Guinn

6. Begin pressing succulents into the inside rim
of the large container and adding more potting
soil until the roots are covered and the plants
are stable.

Debbie is the Senior Managing Editor of HomeFront. She has
over 25 years of experience working in children’s and family
ministries. She is passionate about equipping parents to
become leaders of God’s truths in their own households.

7. To care for your garden, allow the soil
and the succulents to dry out thoroughly
between watering.

Twitter @homefrontsp
Instagram @homefrontsp
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family time

c r e at e
I love having Bible verses and quotes hanging around my house—it helps keep my mind focused on the things of
God. I can also use reminders when it comes to the importance of serving the people God has placed in my life. “What
needs to be done?” is a great question that helps me view situations with God’s heart rather than my own.
This month, have fun decorating clipboards that will serve as frames for the “What needs to be done?” printout (on
page 41). Find prominent places in your home where you can hang this important question.
This project is very simple, but there is something I enjoy within the simplicity of it—an opportunity to let your family
be creative. Take this time to let your kids explore and develop their creative side!
by Carrie Rowe
Carrie has been serving in children’s ministry for over 16 years. She is currently the Kids Ministry Director at Fresh Life Church in Kalispell,
MT. Born and raised in Southern California, she is learning to enjoy the outdoorsy life in Montana and loves all things crafty and creative.
Twitter @carrierowe
Instagram @carrierowe

WHAT YOU’LL DO

Blog cuetheconfetti.com

1. Gather supplies.
WHAT YOU’LL NEED

2. Lay down the newspaper, craft paper, or drop
cloth to protect your workspace.

• wood clipboards (available at most office
supply or dollar stores)

3. Let your kids decorate their clipboards
however they’d like—get creative!

• newspaper, craft paper, or drop cloth

4. When everything is dry and set, place the
provided “What needs to be done?” print on
the clipboard and hang!

• “What needs to be done?” print (on page 41)
• art supplies
—— paint
—— paintbrushes
—— permanent markers
—— Washi tape

“You can’t use up
creativity. The more you
use, the more you have.” ―

—— stickers
—— duct tape
—— scrapbook paper
—— scissors

— Maya Angelou

—— glue

“Think left and think
right and think low
and think high. Oh, the
thinks you can think up
if only you try.”
— Dr. Seuss
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“Creativity is
contagious. Pass it on.”
— Albert Einstein
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family time

a

sto ry t e l l i n g
so much energy! Maggie shoved her feet in her shoes
and quickly tied the laces. This was a double-knot
kind of day. Then she walked out the door with her
dad on her heels.

special

Maggie oohed and aahed as she looked at the
stunning spring flowers surrounding her. Her dad
pointed out a steady stream of new blossoms, and
they spotted squirrels as they walked together.
Finally, after what seemed like forever, they arrived
at the park. Maggie’s dad took out his book and sat
down on a bench. “Now, stay where I can see you,”
he instructed Maggie, and off she went. Maggie ran
over to a place in the park where there were tons
of flowers. She turned on her camera and put it up
to her eye. When it was centered just right and she
could see all of the beautiful flowers, she snapped
a picture. Click. Then she pulled the camera away
from her face to look at the digital display. Maggie
frowned. Something was wrong with the picture.
Instead of showing the beautiful yellows and greens,
her picture was only black and white. Maggie was
confused. She looked closer at the picture and right
there, among the daffodils and tulips, was a bunch
of garbage. Maggie walked over, picked up the trash,
and threw it in the nearest garbage can. Maggie went
back to the flowers, got her camera all set, looked
through the lens, and click. Again she pulled the
camera away. This time the picture was perfect; she
noticed the rich yellows of the daffodils and the soft
green of the grass. Now her picture was in color.

view

Maggie’s feet dangled over the side of her bed
as she listened to the birds chirping outside her
window. She noticed streaks of sunlight glistening off
her pink bedroom walls. She could smell the aroma
of pancakes wafting up from downstairs. “It’s going
to be a great day,” Maggie thought to herself. She
stretched her arms high over her head and began
to talk to God. “Good morning, God. Thank You for
this beautiful day. Please help me have Your eyes to
see this world the way You see it. I love You. Amen.”
Maggie hopped down from her bed and bounded
downstairs for breakfast.

After taking a few more photos of
the flowers, she ran over to the
playground. She saw a

Maggie’s dad was in the kitchen making Saturday
pancakes. It was a tradition. Every Saturday morning,
her dad woke up early to make pancakes for the
whole family. They were especially delicious because
Maggie’s dad always made them with gooey chocolate
chips. As she finished breakfast, Maggie asked her
dad if she could go to the park. Her dad not only said
that would be fine—he said he would go with her!
Maggie was so excited that she ran back upstairs
to her bedroom. She threw on clothes and quickly
brushed her hair. Then she went over to her
dresser. On top of her dresser was her very own,
brand-new camera. Maggie loved this camera
because she could take pictures of God’s amazing
creations. Maggie carefully picked up the camera,
looped the strap around her neck, and was ready
to go. She skipped down the steps and looked
around. “DAD,” she yelled. “I’m ready to go!” Her
dad chuckled as he made his way down the stairs.
“Maggie, you know patience is a virtue,” he said.
Maggie sighed. She knew he was right. She just had
10
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family time

sto ry t e l l i n g

bunch of kids playing tag. This was going to make
for a great photo. She got the entire playground in
view of her camera. Click. Then she checked the
photo. Maggie wrinkled her nose as she looked at the
screen; it was in black and white again. Something
was not right. As she looked at the image, she noticed
that all of the kids were laughing and smiling except
one boy. This boy was sitting all by himself over
by the swings. Maggie wondered why the boy was
all alone. She looked up from the screen and sure
enough, the boy was still sitting there alone. “That
isn’t cool,” Maggie thought. She let the camera
drop around her neck and walked over to the boy,
plunking down on the ground next to him. “Hi, I’m
Maggie,” she said with a smile. “Hi.” The little boy
spoke quietly without looking up. “Why aren’t you
playing with the other kids?” Maggie asked. “I don’t
feel like playing,” he said. Maggie wasn’t giving up. “I
could introduce you to some of the other kids if you’d
like.” “No, thanks,” said the little boy.

Maggie’s dad put down his book. “Sure!” Maggie ran
off to borrow a baseball. She returned and gave the
ball to Gavin. At first Gavin was hesitant, but Maggie
kept insisting and slowly a small smile appeared on
Gavin’s face. He backed up to create space between
him and Maggie’s dad. Then he mustered all of his
might and threw the ball. Maggie’s dad caught it,
exclaiming, “Great throw, Gavin!” Gavin beamed.
As Gavin and Maggie’s dad threw the ball back and
forth, Maggie backed up. She got her camera lens
in focus and click. She pulled the camera away to
look at the screen. The picture was in perfect color.
Gavin and her dad were both smiling and having fun.
Maggie quietly talked to God, “Thank You, God, for
giving me Your eyes to see.”
NOTE TO PARENTS:
One great way to help your kids develop a
heart for serving is by encouraging them to see
the world the way God does. Pray with your
kids and ask God to help open your eyes to
the things He cares about. God is just waiting
for us to take opportunities to serve.

Maggie sighed and began to get up. As she was
pushing herself off the ground, she heard a tiny voice.
“I’m Gavin.” She let herself drop back down. “Hi,
Gavin.” Suddenly, Gavin began to open up. He told
Maggie that he was having a rotten week. He had
baseball practice yesterday and he was terrible at
catching the ball. The other kids on the team were
making fun of him. He explained to Maggie that he
didn’t live with his dad and he had no one to help
him learn to catch. Maggie had an idea. “Come on!”
she said and waved Gavin to follow her. Maggie ran
toward her dad. “Dad, meet Gavin. Gavin needs
help learning to catch. Can you please help him?”

by Krista Heinen
Krista is the Family Director at Elmbrook Church in
Brookfield, WI. Krista helps equip and support the families
at Elmbrook through resources, events, and conversations.
Twitter @KristaHeinen
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game time

Minute TO Win It
SCOOP IT UP

For each of these games, you will need a stopwatch
or timer. Each game is played individually and
timed for one minute.

• 6 ping-pong balls
• 2 bowls

BALLS IN THE CUP

• plastic spoon

• 6 plastic cups

Using nothing but a spoon in your mouth, transfer six
ping-pong balls from one bowl to another in less than
one minute. No hands!

• 6 ping-pong balls
In this game, you will simply bounce the balls into
the cups. See how many you can get in the cups in
one minute.

DEFY GRAVITY
• 2 inflated balloons

JUNK IN THE TRUNK
• 8 ping-pong balls

Using only one hand, players must keep two balloons
from touching the ground for one minute.

• empty tissue box

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?

• fabric or belt for strapping the box around
your waist
In this game, you have one minute to see how many
of the ping-pong balls you can get out of the tissue
box just by movement—no hands allowed!

At the end of the games, tell each family member
they have one minute to look around the house and
see, “What needs to be done?” Then start the timer
and see who comes up with the most creative way of
serving your family!

SUCK IT UP

REMEMBER

• 25 small candies (Suggestions: M&M’s, Skittles,
or Smarties)

Each of us has a choice to respond to what needs
to be done when we enter situations. Walking into
places and relationships asking this question will
change the way you see the world. Ask God to give
you His eyes for serving others.

• 1 straw for each player
• 2 paper plates
In this game, players have one minute to see how
many candies they can transfer from one plate to the
other using only the suction from the straw. They can
also only use one hand to hold the straw.

12
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family time

fa m i ly
time
recipe

top 5 ministry

Recipes

Recently, I recognized that when someone asks me the question, “What
needs to be done?” my answer is almost always, “FOOD! Deliciously good
food!” Perhaps it’s because my mother, my aunt, and my grandmother always
answered that question in the exact same way. There’s a celebration? Let’s
bring cake! Someone experienced a loss? A casserole belongs in her oven.
A new family just moved in down the street? Let’s introduce ourselves with
an overflowing plate of homemade chocolate chip cookies. Food can work as
a bridge to cross further into someone’s story or current circumstance. From
there, we can continue to ask the Holy Spirit what else needs to be done for
those in our community. Here are some of my favorite ministry meal options
that I enjoy serving to others.
*F
 or an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet for “metric kitchen.”

by Kelli Coltman
Kelli is a mother of three with a passion to eat and share delicious food whenever possible.
She is the Director of Nurture—a gathering of moms—and a lay counselor with Life Care
Counseling at ROCKHARBOR in Costa Mesa, CA.

Taco Soup

Taco Soup
Prep Time: 15 min. Cook Time: 30 min. Serves: 6–8

FAM
I
FRIE LY
NDL
Y

2 c. diced cooked chicken (can also use canned chicken)
2 (10 oz.) cans diced tomatoes with green chilies
1 (16 oz.) can chili beans
1 (15 oz.) can pinto beans
1 (15 oz.) can corn
1 (15 oz.) can black beans, drained
1 (1 oz.) package taco seasoning
1 1/2 c. water or chicken broth
optional toppings: shredded cheese, crushed tortilla chips, and sliced avocado
1. In a large stockpot, combine all ingredients and bring to a boil.
2. Once soup has reached a boil, bring the heat down and simmer uncovered for
30 minutes.
3. Optional: Top with shredded cheese, crushed tortilla chips, and sliced avocado.

This flavorful soup
is a great meal to
share and very
family-friendly. Even
small kiddos learning
to eat can pick up
and swallow the
softened beans and
chicken bites. You
can bring it hot and
ready to serve, or
make it ahead of time
and the receiver can
quickly reheat it on
the stove or in the
microwave. This soup
is even better for
lunch the next day, if
there happen to be
any leftovers.

Baked Ziti

Pot Roast

Baked Ziti
Prep Time: 20 min. Cook Time: 25–30 min. Serves: 8–12

COM
FOR
FOO T
D

16 oz. ziti pasta
16 oz. ricotta cheese
3 c. shredded mozzarella cheese, divided
4 links fully cooked Italian chicken sausage (or another sausage of choice)
1 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
3 c. red pasta sauce, divided
3/4 c. shredded Parmesan cheese
1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit. Boil pasta until almost al dente; drain.
2. I n a large mixing bowl combine pasta, ricotta cheese, and one-and-a-half cups
mozzarella cheese.
3. Chop sausage links into bite-size pieces; stir into pasta mixture.
4. Coat bottom of a large baking or casserole dish with extra virgin olive oil.
5. Pour and spread one-and-a-half cups of pasta sauce on the bottom of the dish.
6. A
 dd pasta mixture to baking dish, spreading evenly. Pour remaining sauce over the
pasta mixture.
7. Cover with the remainder of the mozzarella and Parmesan cheese.

Whether you are
caring for a family
with a new baby, or
helping a friend out
while her spouse
is out of town, this
pasta dish is a crowd
pleaser. It can also
work as a delicious
vegetarian meal by
omitting the sausage.
This is a great dish to
bring over hot from
your kitchen, or as a
drop-off meal with a
note for how long to
bake it in the oven.
Combine it with a
bagged Caesar salad
mix and a loaf of
garlic bread to round
out the meal.

8. B
 ake for 25 minutes or until bubbling. Remove from oven and let stand five minutes
before serving.

Pot Roast with
Potatoes and Carrots

SLOW
COO
KER

Prep Time: 10 min. Cook Time: 8–9 hrs. Serves: 4
2½lbs. beef chuck roast
1 c. beef broth
1 tbsp. plus 1 tsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 tsp. dried Italian seasoning
2 tsp. onion powder
1 tsp. garlic powder
salt and pepper, to taste
8 red potatoes, scrubbed and rinsed, then diced into 1” chunks
1 (12 oz.) package baby carrots
optional: yellow onion, peeled and quartered
1. Place chuck roast in a slow cooker. Pour beef broth over roast, and drizzle with
Worcestershire sauce. Sprinkle with Italian seasoning, onion powder, garlic powder,
and salt and pepper. Cover and cook on LOW heat for seven hours.
2. Remove roast to a large plate or cutting board, reserving broth in slow cooker. (The
roast should be fall-apart tender, so it will likely break apart when you lift it out.) Add
diced potatoes and baby carrots to slow cooker in broth (the broth should cover
the veggies), return roast to slow cooker, placing it on top of the vegetables. Cover
and cook on HIGH for an additional one to two ½hours, or until vegetables are tender
when pierced with a fork.

Deliver in a slow
cooker or arrange
meat and veggies
in a casserole dish
or disposable foil
container with broth
on the side to ladle
over meat when
served. Include a
pitcher or bottles
of sweet tea to
round out the feel
of southern-style
home cooking.

Potato Bar

Thick & Chewy
Chocolate Chip Cookies

Potato Bar
Prep Time: 5 min. Cook Time: 40–50 min. Serves: As many as you want to make

VEGETARIAN

russet potatoes, 1 for each family member
oil
aluminum foil
toppings:

• butter (try whipped or garlic butter)
• chives
• cheese
• sour cream
• vegetables: broccoli, asparagus, grilled corn, fresh tomatoes, sautéed
mushrooms, even beans. The possibilities are endless!
1. If possible, purchase potatoes that are a uniform size so they cook evenly.
2. Scrub potatoes under water and dry them.
3. Spray or rub potatoes with oil.
4. Use a metal fork to poke a few holes in each potato. This keeps them from exploding
when they cook. Don’t do this too far ahead of baking or the fork holes will oxidize
and turn dark.

This is a
family-friendly, hearty
meal and is a good
option for vegetarians.
Prepare the toppings
and package them
individually so family
members can top
their potatoes with
what they like. Hot,
foil-wrapped potatoes
can be stored in
a cooler for up to
four hours. Preheat
the cooler with hot
water beforehand;
empty and dry it
right before adding
the hot potatoes. You
can even make extras
to be reheated and
served the next day.

5. P
 lace potatoes on a rimmed baking sheet, and bake at 400 degrees Fahrenheit for
50–60 minutes, until soft.

Thick and Chewy
Chocolate Chip Cookies

CLAS
SI
SWE C
ET
TREA
T

Prep Time: 10 min. Cook Time: 15 min. Yields: 18 large cookies
2 c. plus 2 tbsp. all-purpose flour

1 c. light or dark brown sugar, packed

1/2 tsp. baking soda

1/2 c. granulated sugar

1/2 tsp. salt

1 large egg plus 1 egg yolk

1/2 tsp. cinnamon (optional)

2 tsp. vanilla extract

3/4 c. (1 1/2 sticks) unsalted butter,
melted and cooled until warm

1 1/2 c. semisweet chocolate chips

1. Adjust oven racks to upper and lower middle positions and heat oven to 325 degrees
Fahrenheit. Line two large cookie sheets with parchment paper.
2. Whisk flour, baking soda, salt, and cinnamon together in a medium bowl; set aside.
With an electric mixer, mix butter and sugars on medium speed until thoroughly
blended. Beat in egg, yolk, and vanilla until combined. Add dry ingredients and beat
at a low speed just until combined. Stir in chocolate chips.
3. Roll one-fourth cup dough into unsmooth balls. Place dough onto cookie sheet,
leaving two inches between each ball. Bake for about 15 minutes, reversing position
of the cookie sheets halfway through baking (from top to bottom and front to back),
until cookies are light golden brown and outer edges start to harden, yet centers are
still soft and puffy.
4. Cool cookies on sheets. When cooled, peel cookies from parchment paper.

This is my all-time
favorite chocolate
chip cookie recipe.
The cookies are soft
and chewy and make
it hard to only eat
one. By themselves
or warmed and
served with a scoop
of ice cream, they
are a great addition
to any meal. You
could also welcome
a new neighbor by
making a batch as
part of a “Welcome to
the Neighborhood”
packet with addresses
to nearby grocery
stores, restaurants,
and your favorite
parks or activities.

family time

co n v e r sat i o n sta r t e r s

My oldest son and I were having a picnic lunch together
in the backyard. He was five years old at the time and
my three younger children were all napping. We were
talking about the vegetables growing in our spring garden
and he said, “I want to put a sign in our garden that says
‘FREE FOOD’ so homeless people can take as much as
they need.”
I was blown away that he had thought about the needs
of others in such a tangible way. While we don’t have any
homeless people walking through our backyard looking
for zucchini, my son’s heart for the kingdom at such a
young age helped me to see that kids can recognize
needs in our broken world. His idea sparked some great
conversations about the needs in our community.
Serving others doesn’t always come naturally to my
kids—or many adults. Putting another person’s needs
before your own is tough. But recognizing exactly what
needs to be done can be even more difficult. Our desire
is for our children to walk into any situation, be able
to identify a need, and respond. I pray that my kids will
really see things as God sees them, and serve others
according to His will.

Philippians 2:3–4 In humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of
you to the interests of the others.
1 John 3:17 If anyone has material possessions and sees
a brother or sister in need but has no pity on them, how
can the love of God be in that person?
by Kara Noel Lawson
Kara is the Social Media Manager for HomeFront. She is a
homeschooling mom to four and a freelance writer for the Orange
County Register and Family magazine. Kara speaks at mom groups
about how the small things in our lives can make a big impact.
Twitter @KaraNoelLawson
Instagram @KaraNoelLawson
Blog smallthingsarebigthings.com

GET YOUR CHILDREN TALKING
• What does this verse tell you about God?

This month, take some time at dinner to read the
verses below. Consider using one verse each week. After
reading the verse, discuss the Get Your Children Talking
questions to the right and begin to identify needs of the
people God has placed in your family’s life.

• What are “good deeds”? (Matthew 5:16)
• Can we share any of our things with
others? (Luke 3:10–11 and 1 John 3:17)

Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify
your Father in heaven.
Luke 3:10–11 “What should we do then?” the crowd
asked. John answered, “Anyone who has two shirts should
share with the one who has none, and anyone who has
food should do the same.”
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• Do we know anyone in need, physically
or spiritually?
• What can we do to help?
• How does God want us to serve the
people in our lives?
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serving

Siblings
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If you have more than one child, sibling rivalry filled with bickering and conflict are most likely a part of your
every day. One of the greatest gifts to us as parents is seeing our children getting along and respecting each other.
Encouraging an environment where siblings put each other’s needs first can start by something as simple as serving
one another.
This month, encourage siblings to serve their brothers or sisters by making breakfast in bed. These yummy and
kid-friendly cinnamon rolls will be a great way to start the day off right!

Prep Time: 10 min.

Cook Time: 20 min.

Yields: 8 cinnamon rolls

WHAT YOU’LL NEED

WHAT YOU’LL DO

• 1 can refrigerated crescent rolls

1. Preheat oven to 350 degrees Fahrenheit.

• 1/2 c. (1 stick) softened butter, divided

2. Melt four tablespoons of butter in the bottom
of a pie plate. Add the brown sugar to the
butter and stir to combine.

• 1/4 c. brown sugar
• 1/4 c. white sugar

3. Unroll crescent dough and pinch seams
together to create one big sheet. Spread
remaining softened butter.

• 1 tsp. cinnamon
* For an easy metric conversion chart, search the Internet
for “metric kitchen.”

4. Combine white sugar and cinnamon and
sprinkle over the buttered dough. Roll the
dough back up into a log, and cut into eight
cinnamon rolls.

VANILLA GLAZE
• 1 c. powdered sugar
• 4 tbsp. heavy cream

5. Place rolls in prepared pie plate. Sprinkle with
any remaining cinnamon and sugar.

• 1 tsp. vanilla

6. Bake at 350 degrees Fahrenheit for 20 minutes.

1. With a fork, stir together sugar, cream,
and vanilla until smooth and pourable.

7. Top with vanilla glaze (recipe to left) and
serve warm.

2. Add one tablespoon of milk if needed to thin.
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A

p r ay e r

Courageous

P rayer

Wednesday mornings were always crazy in the Swanson
household, and this one was no different. It was
snowing, the middle of February, garbage day, and we
were late. I hurried my daughter to our white minivan,
buckled her into her seat and sped down the driveway to
get her to preschool and me to work. I stopped at the first
intersection and, as usual, nothing was going right. Cars
went streaming past and I couldn’t make it across. We
were just going to have to wait.

As we waited, my daughter suddenly started saying
“What needs to be done?” I tried to ignore it, but she
kept getting louder and louder, “What needs to be done?
What needs to be done?” I thought to myself, “Oh, that’s
cute.” We had just taught her that phrase, and it was
coming in very handy around the house. For example,
I would take her to her bedroom and ask, “What needs
to be done?” and she would clean up the bedroom.
Then I would take her to the living room and ask, “What
needs to be done?” and she would help clean up the
living room. As my daughter continued to get louder,
she started to pound on the window. I became irritated,
turned around, and said, “You’re right, honey. What
needs to be done,” (it wasn’t a question) and turned back
around to attempt to get her to school on time. She kept
pounding and I finally gave in. “What? What needs to
be done?” She pointed to a house at the corner of the
intersection that had a very steep driveway. My eyes
followed the driveway up, and at the top was an elderly
woman with a walker beginning to drag her garbage to
the bottom of the hill. In that moment, I realized that my
daughter knew what needed to be done and that I had
missed it.
At this point I had a decision to make—I could
proceed with the drive and be a little late, or answer

my daughter’s question with action and be a lot late. I
knew what needed to be done. I slowly pulled the car to
the bottom of the woman’s driveway and turned on the
hazard lights. I walked up the snow-covered hill, asked if I
could help, and moved her garbage down to the road. At
this point, we were really late, but I knew it was for the
right reason.
My discovery that day was that what needs to be done
is not just a question for my daughter—it’s a question
for me as well. I know that if I want my children to be
sensitive to where God might call them to help, I must
set an example by opening my eyes and answering with
action. When I do, the difference I make is not only a
difference in my community, it is also felt in my home.
As my family continues to discuss serving, we have
woven it into our prayers. At night, we ask God to help us
open our eyes to see what needs to be done, and have
the courage to answer the question with action.
This month, weave the question, “What needs to
be done?” into your family’s prayers. Each morning
before everyone heads off in their separate directions,
pray that God would give you His eyes to see what needs
to be done around you. Then keep your eyes peeled
throughout the day and step in to help where you see a
need. At the end of the day, talk about the places that
you were able to serve. Thank God for the opportunities
He has given you to make a difference.
A fun way to keep this fresh is to think of different
places each day. Pick from this list each morning. Then
pray God would give you His eyes in that place.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

at school
at home
during an activity
in our family
in our neighborhood
in our community
in my relationships
—— Who do I need to forgive?
—— Who do I need to reach out to?

by Brodie Swanson
Brodie is the Senior Associate Pastor at Elmbrook Church in
Brookfield, WI. He has been in full-time ministry for 15 years and
has invested his energies in helping the church reach a rising
generation for Christ.
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traditions

Blessing

outside the

Last year, as the school calendar crept through May,
I drove my kids to school one morning. On my way, I
waved to the two crossing guards that see my kids safely
across the street on their way home each day. I then
stopped in the school office to drop something off, calling
each of the office ladies by their first names. Later that
week, I took a call from the school nurse who cared for
my son until I could get there. She told me about the
librarian who had been on the front lines of this stomach
virus and the custodian who cleaned up the library floor
and the entire length of the hallway. I realized that each
of these people play a vital part in my children’s school
experience and yet when it comes to year-end gifts, the
only people we usually bought coffee gift cards for were
the teachers in their classrooms.
The next week, I happened to get all of the flowers
that were being thrown away at our local grocery store
and a plan was formulated. We re-made the bouquets a
bit, removing flowers that were wilting and tying ribbons
around the stems. I headed to the school and we handed
out bouquets to the women in the office, the librarian,
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and the school nurse. All returned genuine thanks and
utter surprise that someone would think of them.
This year we plan to continue this tradition of blessing
the often-overlooked, sometimes-underpaid staff at
the school.
Take a moment and think with your kids about who
you interact with on a regular basis. Look through the
lens of “What needs to be done?” and “How can we
bless them?” Bundle up flowers, make it rain five-dollar
coffee cards, bag some chocolate, or simply sit with your
kids and make cards. Whatever you are able to do will
surely be appreciated and remembered. And hopefully a
new end-of-the-school-year tradition will begin for your
family too.
by Courtney Wilson
Courtney is the Elementary Director at Christ Community Church
in the suburbs of Chicago. You can usually find her chasing her
four amazing kids around with coffee in one hand and a camera in
the other.

SERVING | HomeFrontMag.com

24

SERVING | HomeFrontMag.com

family time

g o d ’ s wo r d
these people are very hungry, and I’m wondering
if you would share your lunch with them?” “But
Teacher, it’s just a small lunch. It will barely fill one
person’s stomach.” The Teacher smiled and winked,
“It is enough,” He said. And when the boy saw the
twinkle in Jesus’ eye, he broke out in a huge grin
and handed Him the little bag of food, trusting that
the Teacher would know exactly what to do.

Jesus feeds the

Crowds

HEAR IT
Read John 6:1–15 together as a family. As you retell
this story, imagine yourself as the hungry boy with
the small lunch. Ask questions that help you and your
children enter into the story in new ways. Here are
some examples:

PARENTS
The story below is based on John
6:1–15. This portion of Scripture
shares that Jesus was moved with
compassion when He realized the
people following Him were hungry.

1. When you are really hungry, how do you
feel? Do you feel like being kind to others?
Generous with your food?
2. The crowd was probably around 15,000
people. (Most Scripture passages tell us there
were at least 5,000 men plus women and
children.) Let’s say that each person needed
five loaves and two fish to get full. How
many loaves and fish would they need to fill
everyone? How much would that cost if you
went to the store today? (The disciples told
Jesus it would take more than half a year’s
wages to feed the crowd.)

When the young child woke up in the morning,
he probably didn’t imagine he would help serve
thousands of men, women, and children that day.
I doubt he considered he might be of assistance to
the Savior of the world! But then again, it’s not every
day that God-in-flesh borrows your lunch.

3. If Jesus were to ask you to share your lunch,
how would you respond? What would you be
thinking and feeling as you gave away your
lunch? Would you be curious? Excited? Scared
that you might go hungry that night?

When the boy heard his friends talk about the
Teacher being near his village, he begged his mother
to go out to the countryside with them. He wanted to
see the One who told amazing stories, healed people,
and loved kids! His mother smiled and nodded, threw
some food in a bag, and sent her son running toward
the crowd and toward Jesus, whose teachings made
their hearts come alive.

DO IT
As a family, sit down together or take a walk around
your neighborhood, and try to think about each of
your closest neighbors as a person/family with needs,
whom you could bless. Ask yourselves what could be
done to show love and generosity to each neighbor.
What does your family have to offer them? Maybe
you could deliver cookies or dinner, wash a car, or
write encouraging notes. Whatever gift or ability or
resource your family has, though it may not seem like
much, remember, with Jesus, it is enough!

All day they listened to the Teacher. Toward
evening, the boy felt his stomach growling, and was
thankful that his mother had reminded him to take
some food with him. Just as he was reaching for
his bag to get out some bread, one of Jesus’ helpers
approached him and said, “Excuse me, but, how
much food do you have in that little bag?” The boy
shyly replied, “Well, sir, I only have a few little pieces
of bread and two small dried fish.” The helper ran
back to Jesus, whispered something to Him, and then
pointed at the boy. The Teacher then looked at the
child, smiled, and waved for him to come to Him.

by Jason Kliewer
Jason is a dad of two daughters and a Community Pastor at
ROCKHARBOR in Costa Mesa, CA. He has a Masters in
Biblical Studies from Grace University in Omaha, NE.

The boy nervously approached Jesus. “Son,” Jesus
said softly, gently leaning close to the child, “all of
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Redefining

A full calendar simply means that you have
plenty of opportunities to obey Jesus by loving your
neighbor. You don’t need to find a soup kitchen or a
homeless shelter to serve in. Your son’s soccer team,
your daughter’s theater class, your PTA meeting, your
child’s Gymboree class, your neighborhood—these
are all mission fields ripe for the harvest. What most
families need is not to do more things, but to live
out their calling as a servant in the things they are
already doing. To be on mission, families don’t need a
shift in activity, but a shift in identity.

Family Worship
What do you think of when you hear the words
“family worship”?

Once we see ourselves as servants and
missionaries, our eyes will be opened to see needs
we can meet and people with whom we can share
the gospel. And as we do this as a family, we will be
showing our kids what outward love and service to
others looks like.

Perhaps you have an image of a family reading the
Bible together at bedtime, or praying together in the
morning, or singing a song of worship as Dad strums
a slightly out-of-tune guitar. Many books have been
published on the subject of “family worship,” and
most of them focus on how to read Scripture, pray,
and sing songs together to God.

My hope is that my kids will understand family
worship to be more than simply one night a week
where we sing songs and read the Bible, but that they
will see all of life as worship through loving God and
serving others. And by God’s grace, that they would
continue this life of upward and outward worship
long after they leave my home.

All of these things are good things to do, but is
that a complete picture of what it means to worship
God as a family?
NOT JUST UPWARD, BUT ALSO
OUTWARD

by John Murchison

The truth is that worship is not simply to be directed
upward. Genuine love for God cannot help but result
in a desire to obey Him. Jesus says it plainly: “Anyone
who loves me will obey my teaching” (John 14:23).

John is the Executive Director of Children’s Ministry at The
Austin Stone. John writes regularly on the Verge Network
Family Channel: vergenetwork.org/category/family
Twitter @johnmurk

When a teacher of the law asked Jesus which
commandment is most important, He didn’t hesitate.
He says that the most important commandment is
to love God, and that the second is to “love your
neighbor as yourself” (Mark 12:30–31). Sadly, so
many family worship guides focus solely on the first
commandment and very little on the second. Yet to
truly worship God, we must not only love and serve
Him, but we must also love and serve others. We
must direct our love and service both upward to God
and outward to others.
IDENTITY OVER ACTIVITY
Sometimes, when a family hears this call to worship
through service, what they actually hear is that they
need to “do more things.” And if the calendar is
already full, as it often is, the message to love your
neighbor can feel like a heavy burden rather than the
easy yoke that Jesus promises in Matthew 11:30.
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blessing

Heal my heart and make it clean

READ

Open up my eyes to the things unseen

Parents, read 1 John 3:18 (NIRV) over
your children:

Show me how to love like You have loved me

Dear children, don’t just talk about love.
Put your love into action. Then it will truly
be love.

Break my heart for what breaks Yours
Everything I am for Your kingdom’s cause
—”Hosanna” by Hillsong United

BLESS

We often see in Scripture that before Jesus
served people, He was first “moved with
compassion” for them. So before we ask
the question, “What needs to be done?” we
need our spiritual eyes to be opened. The
Holy Spirit can recondition our hearts to
truly see people through the eyes of Jesus,
compassionately relating with their hurt or
distress. When our spirit is genuinely moved
by the needs of another person, it causes a
release of divine power to swell from deep
within us to reach out and meet the needs of
the other individual.

Then, pray this blessing over each child.
(Child’s name), may you be profoundly
stirred toward mercy and love. May the
Holy Spirit cultivate a sensitivity to the needs
around you. May you seek to see people
from God’s perspective and let compassion
move you to action. I pray you would see and
experience Jesus in all of the ways you humbly
serve others.

by Renae Craig
Renae is the Families Pastor at ROCKHARBOR
Mission Viejo in California and a mother of two. Her
desire is to see families pursuing Jesus together and
experiencing His kingdom here and now.

A BLESSING CAN BE A PRAYER OF COMMISSION, A BIBLE
PASSAGE, OR WORDS OF ENCOURAGEMENT. BLESSINGS CAN
BE SPOKEN OVER A CHILD FOR THE PURPOSE OF DECLARING
GOD’S PROTECTION, JOY, AND WISDOM OVER HIM.
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narratives and stories that have yet to be written and
have yet to be heard.
BRADY AND KAITLYN’S VISION
Accepting that storytelling unlocks imagination
which unlocks innovation, and that Ghanaian
plights are resolved by Ghanaian people with
Ghanaian solutions, they seek to provide literacy
education in both the local language and English,
stimulate appreciation through libraries of primarily
African literature, and create a cultural revival
wherein the world can hear the once-quiet voices of
unsilenced narrative.

Untold International is the product of a
collaboration between Brady Blackburn and Kaitlyn
Medina, two travelers with hearts for social justice
and a shared love of literature.
Pursuing the written word after graduating with
degrees in English literature was a high priority
for both, but finding a way to do that, while at the
same time working for sociopolitical change, proved
quite a challenge. After earning TEFL certificates
and working as substitute teachers, they answered a
call to open a literary center in rural Ghana, where
Brady had studied abroad. Thus, Untold International
was founded.

HOW DO THEY DO IT? BRADY AND
KAITLYN LET US IN ON THE DETAILS

However, Untold International is not about
Brady and Kaitlyn. It is about providing resources
and education to those who need it most, thereby
unlocking the creative and innovative potential of
people and communities who may not have had the
means to unlock it themselves.

“Our plan is to start a literary center in a rural
Ghanaian community where we can focus on literacy
education. This will also be a space for oral artists
and Ghanaian writers to share their passion and
knowledge with the community. We intend to use
this literary center to foster the creativity of those
we seek to serve, and to teach them to express
themselves through the healing power of literature—
be that oral or written.”

While Brady and Kaitlyn’s story is important to
them, it is merely the preface in a larger world of

“We strongly believe that the world is full of
voices that, due to illiteracy or a global ignorance
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of their importance, are never heard. The world
needs these voices and the innovative wisdom they
may offer in order to answer the questions facing
us in the future. No one should feel that her story is
unimportant or irrelevant.”

Ghanaians living in rural communities who are
suffering from lack of access to adequate literacy
education. This includes unbalanced student-teacher
ratios, lack of materials, and low prioritization of
education. We believe the stories already exist; we
simply want to provide the keys to unlock them.”

“Joan Didion famously declared, ‘We tell ourselves
stories in order to live.’ This notion has profoundly
influenced Untold International, which strives to
give voice to those whose stories might have faded
to silence without the resources and education they
desperately need.”

CALLED BY GOD
Although not advertised, there is a lot of faith
behind Untold International. Kaitlyn (the president)
and Brady (CEO) are both born-again Christians who
felt very specifically called by God to be in Ghana.
They want to integrate these literacy centers as
deeply into Ghanaian culture as possible, which
means being respectful and observing their various
creeds and beliefs. There may also come a time
when they wish to enter a culture where “Christian
organizations” are not welcome and would not want
anything to hinder the call God has placed on them.

“Additionally, and running parallel to the literacy
center, we intend to help schools and communities
in need through library reinforcement. Through talks
with several educators, administrators, and others
throughout Ghana, we have become aware of a
staggering lack of resources for Ghanaian schools,
particularly schools in rural areas. In many areas,
it is not uncommon for classrooms to have only one
copy of a text, and occasionally no copies at all.
Operating under the belief that it is better for each
student to have a copy of the texts he is studying, we
seek to provide books for the English literature and
local language programs to schools demonstrating a
significant need, with a primary focus on senior high
schools, which suffer to a greater extent from lack of
government funding.”

TO FIND OUT MORE ABOUT
UNTOLD INTERNATIONAL
Website untoldinternational.org
Blog blessedarethevagrant.wordpress.com
Facebook facebook.com/untoldinternational

“Let us be clear: The purpose of Untold
International is primarily to provide resources to

Site of the first literacy center in Asisiriwa, where Brady and Kaitlyn were declared citizens of the village!
Groundbreaking to commence in August 2015.
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Where in the World Is ...

GHANA

Mauritania

Awakening a compassionate heart and a global
mind-set in children for people beyond the
boundaries of their own neighborhoods.

Senegal

Niger

Mali
Guinea

Burkina Faso
Togo

Sierra
Leone
Liberia

Situated on the southern coast of the West
African bulge, Ghana has an area of 92,100
square miles. Ghana is bordered on the
east by Togo, on the south by the Atlantic
Ocean and the Gulf of Guinea, on the west
by Côte d’Ivoire, and on the northwest and
north by Burkina Faso. Ghana has a total
boundary length of 1,635 miles, of which
334 miles is coastline.
NOW THAT WE KNOW THE
LOCATION OF GHANA,
LET’S MEET ITS PEOPLE.

If you lived in Ghana, you would most
likely go to a Christian Church.
To talk to your friends in Ghana, you
would speak English.

Nigeria
Ghana
Gulf of Guinea

Atlantic Ocean

POPULATION
24,652,402

LANGUAGE
English

RELIGION

Christian 71.2%
Muslim 17.6%
Traditional 5.2%

DID YOU KNOW ...
• Lake Volta is the largest man-made lake (reservoir)
in the world.
• The name Ghana means “Warrior King.”
• Accra (Ghana’s capital city) is translated “Ants” due
to the numerous anthills across the land.

There are over 24 million people who call
Ghana their home.
Ghanaians enjoy a rather simple but
flavorful cuisine. The majority of meals
consist of thick, well-seasoned stews,
usually accompanied by such staple foods
as rice or boiled yams. Stews come in a
variety of flavors, the most popular being
okra, fish, bean leaf (or other greens),
forowe (a fishy tomato stew), plava sauce
(spinach stew with either fish or chicken),
and groundnut (peanut), one of the
country’s national dishes.

Côte d’Ivoire

Benin

Ghana is lush and tropical, with beautiful beaches and
rain forests. The hospitality and warmth of the Ghanaian
culture is one of the most wonderful things about the
country. It is the second-largest producer of cocoa globally.
Ghana also has a thriving fishing industry, thanks to Lake
Volta. However, 40 percent of Ghanaians live on less
than one dollar a day, and as a result, many experience
desperation. There are an estimated 7,000—10,000 child
slaves working in the fishing industry on Lake Volta alone.
Although Ghana is half the world away, there are many
ways we can make a difference in the lives of those who
live in desperation. Be sure to buy fair-trade chocolate, look
for opportunities to educate your schools and communities,
support reputable non profits working to free child slaves,
and encourage family preservation by donating, sponsoring,
or volunteering. As parents, we can challenge our kids to
get creative about making a positive difference in the lives
of children and families in Ghana!
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OUR PRAYER IS THAT THE NEXT FEW PAGES WILL INSPIRE, EQUIP,
AND SUPPORT YOU ON YOUR SPIRITUAL PARENTING JOURNEY.

Inspire



PARENTING BLOGS TO SPUR
YOU ON AND MOTIVATE YOU
AS YOU SPIRITUALLY PARENT
YOUR CHILDREN.

Equip
RESOURCES TO PREPARE YOU AS
YOU NAVIGATE THROUGH TOUGH
AGES AND TOUGH TOPICS.

Support
WALKING ALONGSIDE YOU TO
PROMOTE HEALTHY MARRIAGES
AND ENCOURAGE YOU AS YOU
SPIRITUALLY GRANDPARENT
YOUR GRANDCHILDREN.
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THERE’S NO SUCH THING AS THE WORTHY POOR | SCOTT DANNEMILLER
I remember my first time like it was yesterday. I was
fifteen years old. It was Christmas morning. As a gift
to our entire family, my mother had the brilliant idea
to go down to the Annual Red Andrew’s Christmas
Dinner and help feed the needy in Oklahoma City.

There was very little peace on earth and goodwill
toward men that day. People would tell lies to move
to the front of the line. Others would send their kids
as mercenaries. Each time my dad would politely
tell them to move to the back. When they wouldn’t
comply, we would enlist the help of a security guard
who told us, “A lot of the people could probably
afford a meal for themselves, but they just want to
bum a free ride. It’s ridiculous.”

You can imagine our reactions. All of us had made
lists and checked them twice, and I can promise you
this: hairnets and homeless people were not what
any of us wanted in our stockings. But we couldn’t say
no to Mom, so we sucked it up and got in the car.

The outing had the opposite effect of what
Mom had intended. She had hoped we would feel
nourished with the love of Christ by helping serve
our fellow man. Instead, we felt jaded.

All the way there, Mom was saying, “It’ll be fun!
We’ll meet some new people. We’ll get to serve some
food. We’ll probably even get to hand out presents!”

Since that time, I’ve had to work hard to shake
that feeling. But it creeps up again when I’m serving
food at the soup kitchen and someone complains
that there aren’t enough dessert choices. Or when I’m
approached by a man in the parking lot who says he
needs money for gas, but I know it’s just a lie.

Mom was wrong.

Maybe you feel the same way.
I’ve noticed lately how Christians, myself
included, feel incredulous when we run across a
person who is asking for a handout but doesn’t
seem to deserve it. It’s just not fair. There are people
who are worthy of our charity, and those who are
not. Why would I give to an able-bodied person
who could get a job when there are so many others
to help? Innocent children. The disabled. The sick.
Those are the ones we are called to serve.

Statue of a Homeless Man, Bergen, Norway

By the time we arrived at the volunteer booth,
all of the good jobs were taken. They had plenty of
people to hand out gifts and fill trays with mashed
potatoes. We even offered to wash dishes, but those
jobs had been gobbled up as well.

So we categorize the poor as either worthy or
unworthy. And you know what?
We need to stop it.

“So where else can we help?” my dad asked.

There is no such thing as the worthy poor.

The volunteer coordinator said, “We need
people to make sure no one cuts in line. You can
help us there.”

Don’t get me wrong. I see how the book of
Proverbs is strewn with verses that trumpet the virtue
of work and warn of the dangers of sloth. Hard work
is indeed a virtue. And we should be leery of scams.
But the problem is that too many of us assume that
because a person is poor, then that must mean he or
she just isn’t working hard enough. Though a recent
Wall Street Journal poll shows these attitudes are

“Is that really a problem?” Dad asked.
“You better believe it.”
So Christmas morning 1988, our family
celebrated the birth of Christ by bouncing
homeless people to the back of a two-hour line.
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shifting, there are still far too many of us in this camp.

to get anything back. Then your reward will be great,
and you will be children of the Most High, because he
is kind to the ungrateful and wicked” (Luke 6:30–35).

The truth is, even if a person works full time at $10
an hour, that still puts them below the poverty line.

“If wealth was the inevitable result of hard work and enterprise,
every woman in Africa would be a millionaire.”
— George Monbiot, The Self-Attribution Fallacy

And in most US cities, basic needs for a family of four
cost over twice that amount. So, when we assume
that poverty is the result of a person’s laziness, we
run the risk not only of being wrong, but driving an
even deeper wedge between ourselves and those we
profess to love as children of God.

And this is what Jesus did. Even when exposing
the sins of others, He still offered freely. He never
withheld the living water. Never held back His healing
touch. He gave without condition. And when we do
this, we shatter the barrier that prevents us from
connecting with the family of God. All of those who
are created in His image:

But wait! What about that other verse? The one
we’ve been hearing congressmen and preachers cite
when referring to this subject.

The single mother living on food stamps because
her paycheck won’t stretch beyond day care
and diapers.

For even when we were with you, we gave you this
rule: “The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat”
(2 Thessalonians 3:10).

The man begging on the street who lost his family,
leading to an avalanche of depression that he could
not afford to treat.

The words are clear and unwavering. It’s
un-biblical if you fail to use your God-given gifts to
make a living and support yourself and your family.
Right?

The neighborhood gangbanger who joined
because he had no family of his own, and now can’t
leave for fear he will be killed.

Only that’s not what Paul was saying at all.

Jesus’ words cut to the bone, exposing how our
scorn has nothing at all to do with the “unworthy”
among us, and everything to do with the condition
of our own hearts. Our hearts that hold expectations
of thanks and gratitude. The ones that expect a return
for our investment of time and effort. The hearts that
judge the worthiness of the need.

If we dig deeper, we see that Paul wasn’t
necessarily condemning lazy people who were asking
for handouts. He was warning people who were lazily
waiting for Jesus’ return, and using it as an excuse to
avoid putting Jesus’ teaching into practice.
Our job is not to determine who is living by the
Bible and dole our rewards accordingly in an effort
to win their gratitude. Our job is to be Christ’s hands
and heart by following His words. The words that
speak of the craziest of crazy love.

So my prayer today is this: That I may see the face
of God in the eyes of others. That I may give without
condition. And in so doing, that I may finally feel the
freedom of a heart that beats with the love of Christ.
For that is what our God expects of us. And that is
what our God has given.

“Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone
takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do
to others as you would have them do to you.”

Unconditional love.

“If you love those who love you, what credit is that
to you? Even sinners love those who love them. And
if you do good to those who are good to you, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. And if you
lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what
credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners,
expecting to be repaid in full. But love your enemies,
do good to them, and lend to them without expecting

Whether we’re worthy or not.
Scott Dannemiller is a speaker, author, worship leader, former
Presbyterian missionary, and now President of LifeWork
Associates. His book, The Year Without a Purchase: One
Family’s Quest to Stop Shopping and Start Connecting is due
out this fall through WJK Press.
Blog accidentalmissionary.net
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The first step is to captivate a humble
heart of service. One way of doing this is
to give students the opportunity to follow
the example of Christ. On the night of His
betrayal, in an act of utter humility, Jesus
washed the disciples’ feet. The Creator of
our universe postured Himself on His knees
and scrubbed the crusted mud and gunk
off the disciples. You can apply this and
cultivate this idea of servanthood as a family
by reading John 13:1–17 and taking turns
washing each other’s feet. While doing this,
try to say a few encouraging statements to
the person you are washing and pray for one
another when you are finished.

Combating the

Self -Absorbed Life
Middle school students are the oddest of
creatures, an alien of sorts! At times they
seem strangely intuitive, creative, honest,
confident, engaging, insightful, articulate,
fun-loving, care-free, and humorous. While
at others, they are unorganized, awkward,
careless, aloof, goofy, loud, smelly, confusing,
insecure, obnoxious, disrespectful, and even
self-absorbed. All of these characteristics
and their subsequent ramifications became
very clear to me after a weekend with my
middle school students at winter camp. You
see, our students were far more concerned
with tube runs, snack shacks, snowball fights,
and flirting with members of the opposite sex
than they were with passionately serving and
following in the footsteps of Jesus.

The second step in this process is
creating an intentional spirit of service.
This is achieved by challenging students to
be on the lookout for ways to serve others.
As a family, read Philippians 2:1–11 together,
discuss it, and commit to being proactive
about serving other people. A great way to
do this is to spend three to four days focusing
on identifying and meeting the needs of
people who are already in your lives. The
first day, have each member of the family find
a way to serve a fellow family member. This
process can then be applied to neighbors,
classmates, teachers, and anyone perceived
to be in need. This skill of looking for ways
to serve those around us begins by simply
putting the principle into practice.

While understanding that this phase of
adolescence is naturally a very awkward
part of human development, middle school
students are beginning the slow process
of transitioning from being concrete
thinkers to abstract thinkers. At times, they
struggle to see how situations, concepts,
and experiences relate and connect to one
another. Their understanding of the world is
compartmentalized. A common by-product
of concrete thinking is the inability to be
fully aware of the world around them.
Students seem very selfish or self-absorbed
because they physically lack the ability to
make connections between life experiences.
At times, they need help orienting the world
around them.

These simple exercises will help middle
school students expand their view of the
world and set a standard that life is not
just about themselves, but about faithfully
following the example of Christ and serving
those around them.
by Rory Carlton
Rory is the proud father of two and ecstatic husband
of one! He has been in youth ministry for 10 years
and is currently the youth pastor at Cornerstone
Church in Long Beach, CA. He graduates with his
Masters degree from Talbot School of Theology in
May 2015.

Therefore, as parents, you can challenge
and inspire your children to grow in their
ability to serve and to understand that being
a follower of Christ means that we actively
seek out ways to serve and care for other
people. This is a twofold process.
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Together
a place where I was okay with whatever happened.
My husband is a genius with a brain that can do
amazing things, like memorize whole messages, and
learn incredible amounts of facts and truths. We
had planned on the points we each would cover,
but there were times when he would keep going,
and I would need to pick up in a different place in
our notes. I am very good at reading notes, not so
much at memorizing them, so when he would go on a
tangent, I would scramble a bit, and then ask myself,
“How can I support that point, and move on to the
next one? How can I help to make this great?” All this
to say, after we preached at five different services,
I had learned a lot about being flexible with my
husband. I had to choose to do whatever it takes to
best serve him, and, in that specific situation, our
church. It was a special weekend, and so much fun.

My husband pastors our church, and we have many
opportunities to serve together. Those times are
exhilarating as we use our gifts and see God at work.
Recently, my husband had the idea for us to
preach a sermon together. Whenever he asks me to
speak, my heart beats a little faster and my hands
get a little sweaty. You see, my husband is a preacher.
God has gifted him with words and speech, and I
am delightfully comfortable in my role as listener!
In this particular moment, my heart’s response was,
“Sweetheart, you could do it so much better all by
yourself!” However, my spoken response was, “Fun!
Let’s do this! What do I need to do?” It was a moment
where I chose to go with it, trust my husband, and
enjoy the ride.
The process of preparing was such a joy. Studying
with him, talking through points, digging deep
into the Word and finding gold for our souls. The
weekend came, and it was absolutely invigorating
getting to sit by my husband and preach together.
Even in the very moment of teaching, I had to be in

I can’t help but think that times like these of
serving together is actually like the icing on the cake.
It’s thrilling and electric! But it is a very small part of
our actual relationship. The other parts that make up
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Levi and Jennie Lusko

our friendship are the daily little things that don’t get
the limelight. It’s how we serve each other and ask,
“What needs to be done?” in the things that aren’t
as exciting, like making the bed, or cleaning out the
garage, or dealing with a stubborn three-year-old, or
having a heated discussion.

God has shown me the weightiness of pouring
my heart into serving God in every aspect, big and
small. I’m so thankful God gives us the strength and
grace we need for such a task!
As I seek to serve my husband in marriage, I want
to be the kind of spouse who serves him in the small
ways as well as the big ways, and continually asks the
question, “What needs to be done?”

Something God has been bringing to
my attention is this concept of serving Him
wholeheartedly in the seemingly small things in my
marriage. I want to be really great at the little things.
Harriet Beecher Stowe once said, “To be really great
in little things, to be truly noble and heroic in the
insipid details of everyday life, is a virtue so rare as to
be worthy of canonization.”

by Jennie Lusko
Jennie is the wife of Pastor Levi Lusko of Fresh Life Church
in Montana. She is the mom to four beautiful girls with one in
heaven. Jennie has her eyes and heart set on Jesus all the way
to heaven.

I have some incredible women in my life who
excel in this toward their husbands. They don’t
necessarily say the words, “What needs to be done?”
but they ask it with their actions and with who they
are. They live out Luke 16:10, which basically says if
you are faithful in little things, you will be faithful in
large ones.

Twitter @jennielusko
Instagram @jennielusko
Website mrslusko.com
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life is A

Journey!
“why”—it was ALL about supporting and pouring into
her life and the life that was now being formed. None
of her past journey mattered anymore. “What needs
to be done?” did!

Each one of us is traveling a different road, yet we
all encounter the same obstacles: long dark roads,
detours, speed bumps, potholes, dead ends, and
steep hills. Although our journeys may look different,
God knows all, sees all, and nothing will ever take
Him by surprise.

We took the time to let the dust settle and not
be clouded by what others may have said or the
battle that took place in our minds. We didn’t focus
on the worries of tomorrow—remembering that God’s
Word says to take every thought into captivity and
allow Him to make all things beautiful. We began
to see things very differently knowing that God has
everything under control.

As a young boy, my relationship with my
grandparents was a key part of shaping who I am
today. The trips into the woods, early breakfast
getaways, words of affirmation, godly principles, the
list could go on—my grandparents were an important
part of my life. Little did my wife and I know that
these same principles would get put into daily
practice so soon with our own grandson, Asher.

Asher came into our world on July 28th, 2014—my
wife’s birthday, and what a gift!—and we immediately
stepped into grandparenting roles. We vowed to
God that we would step up and pray for both our
daughter and our grandson, that we would support
her in every possible way spiritually, financially,
and physically. We promised to speak into both of
their lives and see this beautiful event redeemed for
His glory.

When our unmarried daughter came to us a
couple of weeks before Christmas last year to let us
know that she was pregnant, it wasn’t the Christmas
gift we were expecting. All the shock and emotion
that comes with news like that was very real. Yet,
we knew we had to stop and see this situation
through the eyes of God and prepare for the
journey ahead.

Our daughter Alyssa’s pursuit of God and the
words she read from Spiritual Parenting by Michelle
Anthony became such a reality to her that she

It wasn’t about the relationship she was in, it
wasn’t about the news, it wasn’t even about the
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The McDonald Family

removed herself from the unhealthy relationship she
had been in and is now living with my brother and
his wife and visits us often. She is serving God as a
single mom and spiritually parenting this amazing
little boy.

changes, the feeding times, the late nights and early
mornings, the giggles and talks from the crib, the big
blue eyes and the tiny hands raised while we worship
to the Donut Man videos.
Were we ready for grandparenting? Probably
not, but God prepared us for this role through the
spiritual grandparents we had. Now we watch as this
little man fulfills the destiny God has for him.

Life is a journey. Ten months into our new journey,
we wouldn’t trade it for the world. The diaper

Asher’s name means “happiness” and his joy
and the joy the Lord gives us certainly has made
this journey a whole lot easier. High fives to all the
grandparents out there pouring into the lives of your
grandchildren—your journey lives on through them.
by Ken McDonald
Ken currently works for David C Cook as a Church Resource
Consultant. He and his wife of 23 years, Julie, travel and
speak on marriage and family. He currently serves as the
Worship Director at Victory International Church in Hamilton,
ON, Canada.

Asher and Ken McDonald
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Sit at Home This month as you sit at home, take time to

lie down

at home
sit

g the roa
lon

teach your children this rhyme to the tune of Row, Row, Row
Your Boat. Share with them that one way we can show love to
others is to ask, “What needs to be done?”
These commandments that I give you today
are to be on your hearts. Impress them on

d

a

get up

your children. Talk about them when you sit

Listen here when

at home and when you walk along the road,

viewing the enhanced

when you lie down and when you get up.

online issue at

Deuteronomy 6:6–7

HomeFrontMag.com!

What can I do?
How can I help you?
I want to love more
and serve my God and you
by Izzi Ray
Izzi is a singer, songwriter, artist, and musician.
Twitter @izziray

Instagram @izziray

Blog Izzi.Ray.com

View Izzi’s latest live music video here: http://youtu.be/oHMRrMWyfbE

Repetition is fundamental to almost any learning style, so when you’re teaching your children, use repetition!
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ENVIRONMENTS
Below you'll find a brief explanation of each environment.

1

“I belong to God, and He
loves me!”

Identity

			Storytelling
			
The power of The Big God Story impacts our lives by

“God has a big
story, and I can
be a part of it!”

giving us an accurate and awe-inspiring perspective of
how God has been moving throughout history. It is the
story of redemption, salvation, and hope and tells how
I have been grafted into it by grace. It further compels
us to see how God is using every person’s life and is
creating a unique story that deserves to be told for His
glory.

3

“God’s family cares for each
other and worships God
together.”

Faith
Community

God designed us to live in
community and to experience
Him in ways that can only happen
in proximity to one another. The
faith community serves to create
an environment to equip and
disciple parents, to celebrate
God’s faithfulness, and to bring
a richness of worship through
tradition and rituals, which offer
children an identity. Our love for
each other reflects the love we
have received from God.

4

			

This environment highlights who
we are in Christ. According to
Ephesians 1, we have been chosen,
adopted, redeemed, sealed, and
given an inheritance in Christ … all
of which we did nothing to earn.
This conviction allows children to
stand firm against the destructive
counter identities the world will
offer.

Serving

			This posture of the heart asks the question, “What
needs to be done?” It allows the Holy Spirit to cultivate
a sensitivity to others and focuses on a cause bigger
“Asks the question,
than one individual life. It helps fulfill the mandate that
‘What needs to be
as Christ followers we are to view our lives as living
sacrifices that we generously give away!
done?’”

5

Out of the
			Comfort Zone
		

		 	As children are challenged to step out of their comfort
zones from an early age, they learn to experience
a dependence on the Holy Spirit to equip and
strengthen them beyond their natural abilities and
“God transforms
desires. We believe this environment will cultivate a
me when I step
generation that, instead of seeking comfort, seeks a
radical life of faith in Christ.
out in faith.”

42

SERVING | HomeFrontMag.com

7

6

			

“God has entrusted
me with the things and
people He created
around me.”

Responsibility
This environment captures the
ability to take ownership for one’s
life, gifts, and resources before
God. A child must be challenged
to take responsibility for his
or her brothers and sisters in
Christ, as well as for those who
are spiritually lost. Our hope is
that the Holy Spirit will use this
environment to allow each child
to understand that God has
entrusted His world to us.

Course Correction

			
This environment flows out of Hebrews 12:11–13 and is the
“When I get off
direct opposite of punishment. Instead, biblical discipline for
a child encompasses a season of pain, the building up in love,
track, God offers
and a vision of a corrected path for the individual with the
me a path of
purpose of healing at its core.

healing.”

8

			

Love/Respect

			
Without love, our faith becomes futile. This environment
recognizes that children need an environment of love and
respect in order to be free to both receive and give God’s
grace. Key to this environment is the value that children
“God fills me with
are respected because they embody the image of God. We
His love so I can
must speak to them, not at them, and we must commit to an
environment where love and acceptance are never withheld
give it away.”
due to one’s behavior.

9

			Knowing
			Nothing could be more important than knowing and
being known by God. We live in a world that denies
absolute truth, but God’s Word offers just that. As
we create an environment that upholds and displays
God’s truth, we give children a foundation based on
“God knows
knowing God, believing His Word, and cultivating a
me, and I can
relationship with Him through Christ. God is holy,
know Him.”
mighty, and awesome, yet He has chosen to make
Himself known to us!

10

			

IT IS OUR PRAYER THAT
HOMES AND CHURCHES
WOULD CREATE THESE
ENVIRONMENTS FOR
CHILDREN TO LIVE IN
SO THEIR FAITH WILL
GROW IN A COMMUNITY
OF CONSISTENCY,
COMMON LANGUAGE,
AND PRACTICE. TO LEARN
MORE ABOUT HOW THESE
ENVIRONMENTS CAN
IGNITE A TRANSFORMING
FAITH IN YOUR FAMILY, WE
SUGGEST YOU READ:

Modeling

			
Biblical content needs a practical living expression in order
for it to be spiritually impacting. This environment serves as
“I see Christ in
a hands-on example of what it means for children to put their
others, and they
faith into action. Modeling puts flesh on faith and reminds us
can see Him
that others are watching to see if we live what we believe.

in me.”

SPIRITUAL PARENTING:

An Awakening for Today’s Families

BY MICHELLE ANTHONY
© 2010 DAVID C COOK

43

SERVING | HomeFrontMag.com

