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4.1


date: _____________

Bible Passage: Luke 22—23:26  (The Garden, Betrayed, and Tried)

REMEMBER VERSE

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, … neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Romans 8:38–39

God’s Love Compels

Schedule

Anticipate

5–10 minutes

Celebrate & Respond

Large Group

35–55 minutes

Respond & Bless

Small Group

20–25 minutes

Environment: LOVE AND RESPECT

Without love, our faith becomes futile. Children need to experience love and respect in order to receive and give God’s grace. Innate in this environment is the value that children are respected because they embody the image of God. We must speak to them not at them, and we must commit to an environment where love and acceptance are never withheld due to one’s behavior.
Inspire
Just a few months before my high school graduation, I met Christ, and He turned everything in my life upside down. Before this, I was prepared to move to Los Angeles to pursue acting and stand-up comedy. I wanted attention. I wanted people to know me and listen to me. I was ready to do anything in order to make a name for myself. But after I met Christ, He began to slowly open my eyes to the life He was calling me to; a life devoted to proclaiming God’s name to the world.

It wasn’t an easy journey. God did not bring me to this revelation overnight. But, despite how sinful and undeserving I was, God kept showering me with mercy, love, and grace. I couldn’t understand such unconditional love. How could such a holy and amazing God keep pursuing me? Since I couldn’t understand, I put walls up in my heart between God and me.

Eventually, God’s love started to seep into my soul—right through all the walls I had erected. His generous mercy transformed me. I didn’t have to conjure up the will to serve Him or love Him … it just came naturally. It compelled me to live differently than I’d lived before. Before Christ, I felt like I had to prove myself. I was convinced that everyone would love me more if I could only lose 10 more pounds, get one more promotion, or have the attention I craved. I was never good enough by the world’s standards. 

Living that way is exhausting, and is, in the end, a downright lie. Christ loves us just as we are, right where we are. Nothing we could do or say could ever change that. Nothing. That sort of love is groundbreaking because we aren’t accustomed to receiving unconditional love. When we are met with this kind of love, we find ourselves transformed. Because of this, we live as a unique breed of people compelled by Christ’s love. 

Erika Abdelatif

TruStory Team

Equip
In too many ways to count, Jesus was the innocent sacrifice for humanity’s sin and folly. In the case of His trial alone, there were many illegalities that He received at the hands of the religious leaders and Roman government officials: 

1. Jesus’ charges were changed during the trial—He was first tried for claiming to be a king, and second for blasphemy. This made for a faulty trial.

2. He was ridiculed and beaten by the palace guards, actions that were against the law. 

3. The trial did not occur in the regular meeting place of the Sanhedrin where it was, by law, supposed to have occurred. 

4. The trial occurred on the eve of the Sabbath, which was forbidden by Jewish law. 

5. The “guilty” sentence was proclaimed on the day of the trial, not the day after—also forbidden. 

6. A death sentence was given although two witnesses did not agree. By law, at least two witnesses were supposed to corroborate an account in order for a person to be condemned to death. 

Jesus’ trial is just another piece of evidence that He was the innocent sacrifice for our sin. If justice had prevailed in Jesus’ trial, His arrest would have ended, and Jesus’ ministry would have resumed. But Jesus did not receive justice. Jesus died for the guards, the religious leaders, the Roman government officials, and the Jewish people who facilitated His execution. And as He died for them, with a heart full of love, He prayed: “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 

Further Resources

For more information on Jesus’ trial, visit www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-NT/Luke/Trial-Death-Jesus.

Support

This lesson is in the environment of LOVE AND RESPECT. We see Christ’s love and respect for humanity through His agony in the garden and His silence during the unjust trial. Throughout all of it, Christ proves that He is compelled toward the humiliation and pain of His death on the cross because of His love for us. 

In the Bible, 2 Corinthians 5:14 says “Christ’s love compels us,” as well. When we have a true relationship with God and experience His love for us, we are compelled to live our lives in ways that are pleasing to Him. In effect, we are compelled to treat others with love and respect as He did. We are compelled to give each person dignity and honor because each of us is a beloved child of God. Our respect for others comes from an overflowing of God’s love—because God loved and respected them first. 

Spend time reading through 2 Corinthians 5:16–18. This passage about Christ’s atoning sacrifice has led the way for our reconciliation with God and our ministry of reconciliation with others. Spend time thinking about the many beautiful images of reconciliation, such as the fact that we are a “new creation.” Then pray that Christ’s love compels you to see other believers as “new creations” in Christ, or to earnestly desire that nonbelievers would be reconciled to God. Pray God will fill you so fully with His love so that you cannot help but be compelled to love and respect others. 

TruStory Team

Navigating This Lesson

These are descriptions of the terms found throughout the lesson.

     Tip and Leader Tip: Suggestions for programming and classroom management. 

     Programming Note: Suggestions for modifying or adjusting programming to best fit your service schedule.

 Partner Church Comments: Insightful comments, suggestions, and variations offered for activities and programming provided by our national network of children’s and family ministry leaders.

     Optional: Suggestions of ways you can adapt the activities and games to best fit your own church and group of kids.

    Host: The Host offers the same spirit of hospitality, generosity, and inclusiveness to the kids that the host of a party would offer to the guests in her home or gathering.  

Small Group Leader: The Small Group Leader shepherds the kids through questions about the story and biblical truths, engages them in community-building activities, helps them create a remembrance of their experience, and blesses them before they leave. Ideally Small Group Leaders work week after week with the same group of kids, giving them the opportunity to develop lasting relationships with each child.  

  Worship Leader: The Worship Leader facilitates individual and corporate worship by listening to the direction of the Holy Spirit and inviting others into the worship experience.  

  Storyteller: After active involvement with the Scriptures and the lesson, the Storyteller recounts the Bible passage for the kids in an engaging way. He leads out of an overflow of his own life, telling personal stories as prompted and guiding the kids into a time of natural worship response.   

  AV Technician: This person facilitates the “behind-the-scenes” aspects of programming, including music, lighting, drama, sound, PowerPoint, etc. The AV Technician makes sure things run smoothly and is willing to help with anything—including stepping into any of the other leader roles. 

Lesson Overview

	Experience
	Time
	Summary
	Supplies/Prepare 

(Master Supply List under Resource Tab)

	Anticipate//

Small Group  Check-In

	5–10 min.
	Encourages interaction among kids, leaders, and parents; engages the kids in curiosity and anticipation of the lesson; and creates an inviting atmosphere.
	Garden Drawing

butcher paper

paint with sand or dirt mixed in, paintbrushes

markers, pens, crayons

	Celebrate//

Large Group

	20–35 min.
	Establishes community and tells stories both personal and biblical in a fun and engaging way.
	Traditions 

mementos for your church Traditions (rocks, marbles, gum balls, etc.) 

Remember Verse cards, slides, and animation (see Resource Folder)

Connect

Connect Question slide (see Resource Folder)

The Big God Story

Bible 

Timeline slide and animation (see Resource Folder) 
image of a garden, sound effect: crickets (see  Resource Folder)   

	Respond//

Large Group

	15–20

min.
	Creates space for children to respond to the Holy Spirit in worship and community as a large group.
	Openness to Experiencing God

Worship Response Stations

verse slide: 2 Corinthians 5:14–15 (see Resource Folder)

	Respond//

Small Group

	15–20

min.
	Discusses Truth, reflects on the lesson, engages in relationships, and creates a project or a piece of art individually or together. 
	Reflect: God’s Love Compels

questions 

Engage: Compelling Magnets

clear, plastic water glass

water

strong magnet

paper clips

masking tape and marker

optional: small magnets, glue, Remember Verse cards, markers, pens, crayons  

	Bless//

Small Group
	5 min.
	Sends the kids out with a sense of peace and blessing so they can be a blessing to their families and others.
	Bible (for the blessing)
HomeFront Weekly (1 per child, see Resource Folder)


ANTICIPATE | CELEBRATE | RESPOND | BLESS

SMALL Group

SECTION

Anticipate// 5–10 min.

Small Group Leaders

An energizing time for parents and kids to start engaging with the material that will be presented in the lesson.

It is intentionally designed to spark curiosity and cultivate a sense of awe and wonder about God.

Encourage parents to participate in this time with their kids.

Garden Drawing

In The Big God Story today, the kids will hear about how Jesus was betrayed in the garden of Gethsemane. 

SUPPLIES

• butcher paper

• paint with sand or dirt mixed in, paintbrushes

• markers, pens, crayons

SET UP 

Tape a long piece of butcher paper to a wall or table in your small group room. Have paint, markers, pens, and crayons available for kids to use.

ENGAGE 

As kids check in ask them to think of one thing they usually see in a garden or a park (statues; magnolia, oak, or willow trees; park benches, fountains, gravel paths, kids playing, picnic blankets and baskets; butterflies, ants, spiders; bluebirds, robins, crows, sparrows, etc.). Using the paint, markers, pens, and crayons, have them draw something garden-like on the butcher paper. As each child comes in, encourage him to think of something different from the others. In the end, you will have a beautiful, full picture of a garden to display during the next Remember & Celebrate weekend. 

To us, the garden of Gethsemane probably would have looked more like a park than a garden. But this beautiful place is where Christ chose to go and pray. 
Partner Church Comments 
“We used die cuts and markers to make the garden. We really like the idea of using paint, mud, or dirt as a messier option to engage our boys.”  Maple Valley Presbyterian Church
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LARGE Group

SECTION

Celebrate// 20–35 min. 

Host/Storyteller

Kids get to be a part of the faith community of God’s family. 
They participate in traditions and share them with newcomers, connect through fun and interaction, and experience The Big God Story through storytelling.

Welcome and Traditions

After everyone is gathered together as a large group, open with Traditions. During Traditions, you are helping the kids work toward a common goal and giving them mementos to celebrate things like memorizing the Remember Verse, inviting a friend, or bringing their Bibles.

Mementos can be anything, such as rocks, marbles, gum balls, or connecting blocks. Use a clear plastic or glass container to fill so the kids can watch their progress. Or have them contribute to the building of a structure with connecting blocks. If you have multiple services, use separate containers or building stations for each one. Once the kids have been awarded their mementos, direct them to put the mementos into the container or to add them to the building effort. When the common-goal tradition is complete, have a celebration! 

If there is time, take it a step further and choose one or two child volunteers each week to give praise reports, testimonies, or tell about funny and intriguing events. Sing familiar worship songs with corresponding motions. Encourage kids to think of their own motions to personalize the songs for your church community.

REMEMBER VERSE

This is a good time to introduce or remind kids of the Remember Verse. As they arrive, see if they can recite the verse. Open a Bible and read it together if time allows. 

For I am convinced that neither death nor life, … neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  Romans 8:38–39

Connect

Connect is a time to laugh, play, and enjoy each other’s company. Engaging questions, energizing games, and creative activities encourage the community to get to know each other. 

Invite kids to ask each other the following question or one of your own. Encourage them to ask someone they might not know yet. After a minute or two, ask several kids to tell the group their friends’ answers. See the Connect Question slide in the Resource Folder.

Question

What has been the most important moment in your life?
Prayer of Release
At the end of Connect, pray a Prayer of Release. This is a time for kids and leaders to pause, be still, and ask God to quiet their hearts and minds. If you would like, encourage kids to hold their hands out in front of them in a spirit of releasing their worries and distractions in order to better receive what the Holy Spirit might have for them. Encourage kids to quiet their voices and take a seat. Then ask them to pray with you. 
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The Big God Story

Storyteller

During The Big God Story, kids will follow Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane. Though this part of The Big God Story can be delivered verbatim, read it before the lesson, so you can personally interact with the material. Share stories from your life, and speak with your own style by varying your intonation and gestures.

Tip

Before sharing this account of Jesus’ trial, point out that what they are about to hear is true and is recorded in the Bible. Open your Bible to the passage and leave it open and visible throughout The Big God Story. Establish a consistent place to keep this Bible every week.

Invite kids to open their Bibles and follow along in Luke 22:42–44, 23:2–23 as you storytell. Encourage adult volunteers to keep an eye out for kids who need help finding the Scripture passage, and allow enough time for each child to locate the passage. You may even want to project the reference on a screen or write it in large print on a poster or whiteboard.
Visual Aids

You will find JPEGs of various visual aids in the Resource Folder for every lesson of TruStory. Though we often refer to projector screens, do not feel limited by this. Please use these files in whichever format works best for your church, whether you use computer media, an overhead projector, or poster board. 
God’s Love Compels

SUPPLIES

• Bible

• Timeline slide and animation (see Resource Folder)

• image of a garden, sound effect: crickets (see Resource Folder) 

SET UP

Cue image and sound effect.

A couple of weeks ago, we heard about how Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead! Jesus proved to people that He was God. We will hear today and in the next couple of weeks, about how Jesus’ death on the cross was very hard and painful. But Jesus was compelled by His love for us, so He went through with it. Do you know what the word “compel” means? It means to strongly feel a desire to do something. Jesus was compelled to die for us because of His gigantic love for us. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection are the most important events in The Big God Story. In fact, all of it has been leading up to these very events. Because Jesus is God’s Son, He knew He was going to die for us, for our sins. Even so, Jesus was human, and felt deep emotions, just like we do. How would you feel if you knew you were going to die soon? Scared, sad, or nervous, right? Jesus felt all of these things when He prayed to God in a garden named Gethsemane. (Dim the lights, show the garden image, and play the crickets sound effect.)
Jesus brought His disciples with Him to the garden so they could be near Him during this really difficult time. He began to pray alone and said, “‘Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done’” (Luke 22:42). “To drink a cup” meant “to go through something really hard.” Imagine having to drink a full cup of something you really don’t like. You would hate it, right? You would want to spit it out, and not finish the whole thing. 

To Jesus, the “cup” was not only His coming death, but also a separation from God. Sin separates us from God. So by taking all of the sins of the world on to Himself, Jesus knew He would be separated from His Father. The Bible says Jesus was in so much pain that “his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground” (v. 44). Jesus fought the fear of His death, the pain of separation from God, and sadness over the sin that caused it. And the disciples, who were supposed to be waiting up with Him, fell asleep. The few people who Jesus wanted near Him for comfort and prayer could not stay awake with Him during this difficult time. How would you feel if this had been you? 

Then a crowd of people, including guards armed with swords and clubs, came ready to arrest Jesus and take Him away. When Jesus’ disciples saw this, they panicked. One of them jumped up to protect Jesus and cut off a guard’s ear with his sword! But Jesus would not fight with violence. He picked up the guard’s ear and put it back on; He healed one of the men who had come to arrest and kill Him! Can you believe that?

The guards took Jesus, and later He was put on trial. During the trial, Jewish leaders said, “‘We have found this man subverting our nation. He … claims to be Christ, a king” (Luke 23:2). The thing is, Jesus is the King—the King of everything because He is God! But He never meant to be just an earthly king. The religious leaders were just trying to find a way to get Jesus killed, so they told the Romans He was trying to be like their king, Caesar. So Jesus was sent around to talk with Roman leaders, all the while the Roman guards made fun of Him. 

When Jesus was sent to see governor Herod, the Bible says, “Herod … was greatly pleased, because … he hoped to see him perform some miracle” (v. 8). “Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, ‘You brought me this man … I have examined him in your presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death.’” 

But the whole crowd shouted ‘Away with this man!’ Wanting to release Jesus, Pilate appealed to them again. But they kept shouting, ‘Crucify him! Crucify him!’  For the third time he spoke to them: ‘Why? What crime has this man committed? I have found in him no grounds for the death penalty.’ But with loud shouts they … demanded that he be crucified, and their shouts prevailed’” (Luke 23:13–23). Pilate condemned Jesus to die, though Jesus had done nothing wrong, because many cried out for Him to be killed. 

Next week, we will hear the part of The Big God Story where Jesus died on a cross for our sins. But for now, know that Jesus experienced pain in the garden, mocking from Roman guards, and the unjustness of a trial because of His love for us. I mean, why would He go through that much sadness, worry, and pain if He didn’t want to? Because He was compelled by love and His strong desire to save us. Jesus suffered because that is what He had come to earth to do. Jesus’ death and resurrection repaired our relationship with God.  

The same love that compelled Jesus to die for us is the love that God puts inside  us when we know Him, but we need to leave ourselves open and willing for God to fill us up with His love. If we are open to receiving God’s love, God can expand our faith and our ability to live lives that honor Him. 

(Encourage the kids to open their Bibles to 2 Corinthians 5:14–25 and read along with you.)  2 Corinthians 5:14–15 says, “Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that [He] died for all, [so] that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” (Share a story about a time when you were compelled to do something for Him. Or share a story about a time when His love compelled someone else to do something for you.) 

Christ’s love is so compelling and so good. When we leave ourselves open to receive the wonderful gift of God’s love, we can be compelled to live a life that is pleasing to Him. We can be compelled to live like Christ—passionately and seriously loving God and others.
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LARGE Group

SECTION

Respond// 15–20 min. 

Host/Worship Leader

This is a time for kids to worship through silence, prayer, singing, giving, sharing, thanksgiving, and many other ways. 

Make plans for your worship time but prepare yourself and your team to hold them loosely if the Holy Spirit leads the group in a different direction. 

Openness to Experiencing God
SUPPLIES

• verse slide: 2 Corinthians 5:14–15 (see Resource Folder)

• Worship Response Stations 

SET UP AND ENGAGE

(Bring out Worship Response Stations and cue verse slide.) Christ knew He wouldn’t be able to go to the cross alone; He knew He had to turn to His Father for strength. So Christ opened His heart to receive the love of His Father, God. Because of this, He was filled with God’s love and compelled to do the unthinkable: die for us on the cross. In the same way, God wants us to leave our hearts open to Him so that we can be filled with His love and compelled to live like Christ. 

How, exactly do we leave our hearts open to God? A couple of ways we can experience God are through reading His Word and talking to Him. Today we are going to have a chance to do both of these things. Let’s read again 2 Corinthians 5, verses 14 and 15 (show verse and read through it with the kids): “Christ’s love compels us, because we are convinced that [he] died … for all, [so] that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.” 

Let’s read this again. Pay attention to a word, phrase, or feeling that stands out to you or seems important. Maybe the word “compel,” or “love,” or “convinced” sticks out to you. Maybe you feel love, happiness, peace, or excitement about God. Maybe you feel like you no longer want to just “live for yourself.” We are going to read this verse one more time. Pray God will build on what He has been saying to you. 

Read the verse again out loud. Encourage the kids to spend some time reflecting on how God might have been speaking to them through the Scripture. Tell them that if they felt joy or peace, they could worship God by writing words of praise and attaching them to the Prayer Wall. If a particular word or phrase stuck out to them, they can talk to God about it by praying silently or writing in the Prayer Journals. If they felt compelled to “no longer live for themselves,” they can pray about how God might grow in them a spirit of love and respect for others. Position leaders around the room to pray and talk about the process of hearing God’s voice. 

Partner Church Comments 
“This week’s Reflect questions were the perfect springboard into journaling, which we began with the 2nd–4th graders. We introduced the journals as a place to respond, talk to God, and reflect on the questions in The Big God Story.”  The Gathering
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SMALL Group

SECTION

Respond// 15–20 min. 

Small Group Leaders

A time to engage in relationship, reflect on the lesson with spiritual conversation, and/or create a meaningful project or piece of art. 

Reflect: God’s Love Compels
In the garden, Jesus desperately wanted His Father’s love and for Him to take away the “cup” of sadness, death, and separation that was in front of Him. Because God filled Him with love, Christ was strengthened and compelled by love to go through an unjust trial. Christ had so much love for us that He chose to die so that we could be in relationship with God. That’s amazing! 

Questions for Younger Kids

• Why did Jesus feel compelled to die for us?

• Did Jesus go to the cross all alone?

• How can we keep our hearts open to God? 

Questions for Older Kids

• How would you feel if you were in the garden and knew what was going to happen to Jesus? 

• What does the word “compel” mean?

• What does it mean that Christ’s love compelled Him to die for us?

• What pain was Jesus wrestling with in the garden?

• How does He show us love and respect today?

Engage: Compelling Magnets 
SUPPLIES

• clear, plastic water glass

• water

• strong magnet

• paper clips

• masking tape and marker

• optional: small magnets, glue, Remember Verse cards, markers, pens, crayons

SET UP

Fill the water glass halfway with water and place it on a table. Drop paper clips into the glass. Write the words “God’s Love” on a strip of masking tape and stick it on the magnet. Set the magnet on the table. Optional: Set out magnets, glue, Remember Verse cards, pens, and crayons for the kids to use.

ENGAGE 

When someone is “compelled,” they have a strong desire to do something. The Bible says we are compelled by Christ’s love to live our lives for Him.
Show the kids the paper clips in the water glass and the magnet. Tell them the magnet represents God’s love, and the paper clips represent us when we are in relationship with Him; we are compelled to follow Him. Hold the magnet to the side of the glass so that the paper clips are drawn to it. Move the magnet up and down the glass so that the paper clips follow its movement. Allow some of the kids to use the magnet, too.
Ask the kids: When we know and love God, how are our hearts like these paper clips? In what ways are the paper clips’ responses to the magnet similar to our hearts’ responses to God?

Optional: If you have time, pass out the small magnets and Remember Verse cards to the kids. Allow them to color the cards and decorate them, then glue the small magnet to the back of the card. Encourage the kids to put this somewhere in their house—on the refrigerator or other metallic surface—to remind them that Jesus’ love compelled Him to die for us so we could have an eternal life with Him. Note: Consider printing cards with 2 Corinthians 5:14–15 instead.

Partner Church Comments 
“Several of our teachers love using beach balls as part of their questions and answers review of the lesson. They toss the ball around and whoever gets it asks or answers a Reflect question.”  Woodland Park Christian Church
Partner Church Comments 
“The magnet illustration was awesome! We thought they would rush right through it, but they actually spent a lot of time talking about it. We also worried the story would be too heavy, but the kids really got it.” River West Church
“Great lesson! Loved the magnet activity. Compel is such a great word for kids to learn. It’s a powerful concept in our journey with Christ. ” Brookwood Community Church
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SMALL Group

SECTION

Bless// 5 min. 

Small Group Leaders

A blessing can be a prayer of commission, a portion of Scripture, or words of encouragement or guidance. 

A blessing can be offered in order to ask God’s Spirit to overflow from the child’s life to bless others or prayed over a child for the purpose of declaring God’s protection, joy, or wisdom. 
Leader Tip

The blessing can be done in many ways, but the more intentional you are about it, the more powerful it will be. Depending on whether parents are able to join in at this time, you may want them to put their hands on their child’s head or kneel and look him in the eye as they bless him. Leaders, be sure to model how you envision the blessing working in your church so your volunteers and parents become comfortable with it.

As kids are blessed, tell them they have the opportunity to also be a blessing to others. Encourage them to freely give away to others the joy and love they have received from God.

Encourage the kids to hold their hands in front of them, palms up. This posture is meant to symbolize a willingness of heart to respond to God’s Holy Spirit and receive what God has for them. Invite them to remain in this posture as you bless them. Encourage parents to come early in order to read the blessing over their child. 

Open a Bible and read Psalm 105:1–3:

Give thanks to the Lord, call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

I pray Christ’s love will fill you so completely that you will be compelled to live for Him and love others. I pray God’s goodness will cause your heart to rejoice.

HomeFront Weekly: Be sure to send home the HomeFront Weekly for next week’s lesson! This preteaching tool for parents encourages families to spend time in God’s Word together before children arrive at church.

HomeFront Monthly: Every four weeks we highlight one of the 10 environments. For each new environment, parents should receive HomeFront Monthly. This resource gives families ideas for how to create fun, spiritually forming times in their homes—setting aside a sacred space for family in the midst of their active, everyday lives!
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